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The P ref ace 


HOSE,that deny Revellaian? 
reject the beſt Security, that 
Mankind hath for 4 Future 
State, and deprive themſel- 

=. ves of the greateſt Comfort, 

J: - REP is to 1 had in this World, that is, 4 

Proſpect of Future Happineſa, The Scrip · 

ture is all that we have to depend upon 
|. that we ſhall live after this mortal Liſe, 

and hath the beſt Evidence of Truth. The | 
Law of God is your Life, and his Word 
is eſtabliſhed for ever in Heaven. Deut. 
2332, 47. Pfal. 1 19, 89 
If the Holy Scripture is not of God, the 

Creator hath Viſtegarded his indigent Crea-- 5 

tures; without this, there have been no 

Notices from Heaven, that could be a pro- 

per Help to Men, after they had cortuß - 

tied Divine. worſhip, and fallen much lower 
than the. firſt Man did. There 1s no de 
curity for Pardon of Sin, but what ic to be 
found inthe Scriptures, nor is there any 
other Name under Heaven given ainong 
Mien, whereby we muſt be ſaved, but da,, 
| = Name o our Long Jeſus Cheiſt. ares 2 
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4 tion, as & confiderate Man would wiſh for, 
a ud could not reaſonably defire more, be- 
ing very agreeable to the State of Man, 
There we ſee the Son of God taretold, and 
in due time more plainly revealed, who an- 
| , ' _ ſwers all our Neceſſities: and if Men were 
ſenſible of their want, they would wiſh 
for ſuch an Advocate, who could plead 
with the Almighty, and ' procure for us 
- Eternal Life, inſtead of Eternal Death, 
L have laid out ſome 1 to 
perſuade my ſelf and others to make 
ule of thole Advantages, which the 
Holy Scriptures offer to us, in Order to 
our Happineſs in this World, and that 
which is to come. I have ſhewed the un- 
happy State, in which Sin hath involved 
Mankind, and how we may be reſtored to 
a Degree of Happineſs in this Life, which 
is to c compleated in another State. I 
have in the Way explained Difficulties, 
with the Reaſons why we are exerciſed . 
with Trials, and muſt exerciſe our ſelves 
unto Goudlineſs, 1 Tim. 4. 7. 
But whilſt I endeavour to promote Re- | 
ligion, I fia l an Occaſion to make an A» 
Fuss for my ſelf. It has been ſuppoſed, |! 
hat Works of this Kind - occaſion ſome - 
Neglect of my other Bufineſs, and I be- 
lieve I have ſuffered by this Cenſure. It 
ſhould rather be judged, that whilſt I ex- 
hort others to their Duty, I would not ne- 
glect my own. I have had vacant Hours, 
to do more than I have done, and ha ve em- 
- Ployed ſome of them in my proper 2 1 


fineſs. What I have done may admit of a 
good Conſtruction, and hath the good Opi- 
nion of ſom? Perſons. | 
But there is a real fault in many Men, 
that they are tco much in Love with this 
World, and too little regard another State; 
many Parents have only this World ar. 
Heart, in the Education of their Children, 
and let Religion take it's Chance. This 
may be the Reaſon that Grace is often wane 
ting to Learning, and the learned not the 
ha ppieſt Men, For what was cenſured a- 
mong Heathens, is much more blameable 
in Chriſtiane, that Money is preferr'd to 
Chriſtian Virtue. | N 
— . ;z:enda pecunia primum, 
Virtus poſt nummos, Hor. Epiſt. I. 1. 5 
This Age hath produced learned Men, 
who have excelled in VINDICATION of 
Sacred Truths: But profane Writers have too 
much engaged Attention, and one Errour 
begets another in it's own Image, The 
Beauties of Poets are admired ; and the 
Nl Beauties of the Scriptures are neg - 
ected. Learned Men magnify the Gentile- 
wiſdom, and put too fair a Conſtruction 
upon their Mythology ; which tends to 
excuſe Heatheniſm, and diminiſh the Va- 
lue of Revelation. The Gentiles might de- 
fign by ſome Fables, to inſtruct Men in 
J. * and deter them from Vice; but 
they promoted the Worſhip of Falſe Gods, 
and were carried away to Dumb Idols, 1 
Cor. 82,5, — SOT 
The Scriptures have jet us right 3 yet 
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learnin takes a wrong-turn, by over · valu · 


ing profane Authors, and raiſes a Prejudice 
againſt Religion, whence it comes to paſs, 
that Men will give a fairer hearing to a 
Pagan Philoſopher, than to a Chriſtian 
Writer, and molt value that Knowledge, 
which is ſo high in reputation. This fame 
Bias carries away many Perſons, to Value 
Men according to that Standard, and to 
ſlight others upon that very Account, tor 
which they ought to be more eſteemed. * 

It Men made an impartial Enquiry,intg 


the real worth of Gentile-Wrnters, they 


would Jeſs eſteem them, and more regard 
the Holy Scciptures, A great part of the 
Value, which is ſet upon rhe Poets, ariſeth 
from their Antiquity ; ſome of the Holy 
Scriptures are fat more ancient, and real- 
ly much more excellent, yet find leſs fa- 
vour among Men. They are eſpecially more 


worthy, becauſe they give an Idea of the 


ſupream Being, infinitely more great and 


Noble than could poſſibly enter into the 


Heart of a Heathen,and exalt our low Ima- 
potions with the moſt ſublime thoughts, 
he Holy-Scciptures ercell both in Poe- 
try and Oratory, of which there are many 
inſtances. ; : ; v4 | K * r on ag 
The Jews, having little converſation with 


k. 


ether Nations, were little acquainted with 
th 2, yet had greater advantages 
than others, by the Knowledge of the Holy 


their learning 


> 


| Scriptures, © That Nation produced Men 


& of great Genius, without conſidering them 
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* 25 inſpired Writers, and they have tranſe 1 
* mitted to us many Divine Odes, which 
« excell thoſe that are deliver d down to 
„us by the antient Greeks, and Roman | 
in the Poetry, as much as in the ſubject, 
* to which it was conſecrateeee. 

I ſhall. give one Inſtance out of map.. 
The Poetry of the 114 Pſal. is exquiſite, 
The Pſalmiſt at firſt conceals the Deity, that ä 
he may introduce him more gloriouſſy. v. 2, 
Jacob was His Sanfturary, &c. The Poets 
were obliged to Fiction, but here are ſiner 
ornaments, and thoſe adorn'd with Truth. 
The Sea ſaw that and fled, Jordan was 
driven back; “ the Mountains ſkipped like 
Rams, &c. He ſtands amazed at the great E- 
vent, and then {peaks to inſenſible Creatures, 
; as made ſenſible of the Divine Preſence, 
FF What ailed thee, O thousea, that thou fled- 
deſt, Sc. Got appears on a ſudden, and then 
$ the Wonder ceaies, when the mighty Cauſe 


1 is known, Tremble thou Earth at the pte- 
.* fence of the Lord, &c. Here the Poets Rule 
is obſerved in Perfection. Nee Deus 
' interſit, niſi dignus vindice nodus. Hor. de 
n e 
4 TheOratory of ſome of theProphets is ex- 


cellent. The Prophet Iſaiah hath the ſtrong- 


eſt Word, to awake Attention and excite the 
| Paſſions, 


Mountain, and other neighbouring Halls, or Eo 
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„Ch. 1, 2. He calls upon inanimate Crea- 
turec, to teſtify againſt unworthy Men. 
Hear, O Heaven, and give Ear, O Farth! * 
For the Lord bath ſpoken, I have nouri- 0 
ſhed and brought upChildren and they have 
rebelled againſt me ; the Ox knoweth his 
Owner, and the Aſs his Maſter's Crib, but 
| Ifrael doth not know, my People doth 
not conſide r. There cannot be a more ele- 
gant Expreſſion, nor a more poinant Re- 
flexion, nor a more juſt Keproof. It is 
„applicable to all ereilt Men, who te- 
gard not their Maker. | 
It is a monſtrous thing in Nature, that 
Man being endued with Reaſon, and much 
| Juperiour to the Brutes, ſhould fall below 
them in his Conduct. The Brotes anſwer 
the End of their Creation, and glorify 
Sod according to their Capacity; but Man 
- hath Reaſon in vain, who &pth not acknow- 
ledge his Maker, or is unmindful of his 
RAS... TEES. 
. Therefore He calls the whole Creation 
to Witneſs againſt them, and condemn their 
careleſs ſtupidity, who by their Reaſon 
know not that Ged, in whom they live, 
and move, and have their Being. 
_. The Gentiles were notoriouſly Criminal, 
and the Jews follow'd their Example, in 
their abſurd [dolatrousSuperſtitions, A ſmall 
number of the Gentiles were learned, and 
has had ſome low Notions of _ a future 
State. Reaſon taught them ſome moral. 
Virtue, and gave them obſcure Hopes of 
11 Reward, But they went on mo te | 0 
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MNultitude worſhipiag the Creature 


Glory 


| Wherefore God alfo give them up to Un- 
eleanteſe, &c. Rom. i, 22, 23, 2 


of Lyſtta called him Mercury, becauſe 
be was the Chief Speaker, ard would; 


1 the Skill of Demoſtbepes ard his corter«' _ 73 


6% 


iP amples to the moſt excellent Rules. Lon- * 
e ginus, altho' a Heathen, reckons St. Paul 


and Plutarch in the ſecord of the Chrif6 3 Y 


= 2gzinſt it, ard probably are 10 to this Days 


were not Chriſtians; but there is ho wonder 


held faſt t 
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more- 
than tbe Creator . ptoſeſſing tbemielyxes 
wiſe they became Fools, and changed ibs 

of the uncotreprible God, into an 
Image made like unto corruptible Man. &. 
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4 Sacred ftory . convincing. Proof 
f St. Paul's Elcquerce,'when the Men 


? - 


« have paid bim Divine Worfhip, as he 
« Gad hn prefided over Ele querce. This: - 
* one Account of our Apoltle ſets hies 
Character, confidered as an Orator on=, 
* Jy, above all the celebrated relations 


6 8 His Speech before Agrippa, his 
itcourſe upon the Reſurrec in, e 
.*-truely great, ard may ſerve for full E 
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among the beſt Orators of Greece. __ 


. Longinus lived in the third Century; 
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tian Era, Men of great Learning and Ver- 
tue, yet were not converted to the Chrife 
tain Faith; but were leading Examples 


It may ſeem very ſirange, that ſuch Men 


in it, becauſe they were prep«fAets'd with 
a high vs; of their Learning, ard 
Prejudice of Education, to» 
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Eber with Pride in Kar « own Parte, 
| Vice infiauates it ſel man 


'E z and the fame 4 
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ed Men renduace it, Ren” 
Dur if the learned wau 
pre 


. _ 2 e wil 2 
they would improve the dineſß 
| Sm they and 1ncreaſe the Number of / 
y Men. They would better teach, 
i hae hete attempted ; for 1 do not 
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ff. the Holy Scriptures, without 
vb ich the Worl 1 had been till more 
ht age much more miſcrable 
it is. The Neceſſity ot Reve- 
Br and the vaſt Benefit of the 
- Woly Scriptures,might ſeem enough 
well diſpoſed Minds, to ſhe their 
Divine Original. 
Part of Mankind have always 


4 this. 
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quire into the Hap ö 


ſhall lay the Founda- 
tion upon che Trum 


*. 


All the rational 
dic 


overed the Weakneſs of Human Res | 
oa in the Relult of be is 
3 


| man's 8 1 
this, That GOD ſent Mas into the 
World, to make his Way tbr ough 
Darkneſs and Difficultywithout ein 
ther Reaſon or Revelation for bi. 
Guide. A notable Diſcovery !- 

Ir is probable, that GOD choſe 
the Way we find, as moſt proper to 
_the State * Men, to give them a pro- 
per Exerciſe; not an irreſiſtable Evi 
dence, but ſuch as requires Thought, ; 
yet an Evidence ſufficient: It is ag 
moſt certain Argnwent, and will 2 1 
pear fo to conſiderate Perſons, for 
the Truth of Chriſtianity, that 
Divine Power ſhewed irſelt, in the 
Lives and Ads of the firſt Mech . 
ot the Goſpel, together with their 
an. Sincerity and Sufferings, thei 
Knowledge and Succels of thoſe 
Mien, wo were juſt belcre the mean 

eſt Sort of Perſons 3 : that they had 
many Adverſaries, yet none _ccula 
defeat thote weak Infiroments, noi 
prove their Doctrine to de an He 
man Invention. | 


III cannot be denied, That there 
3 * was 6 0's a Rr as Jeſus, 9 


20 their own. Aſſurance, becauſe they 


en H appineks. 8 95 "A ""_ 
Wy fuch Holy Men as his: 40 IJ 
None can deny their Miracles, nor 
can it be proved, that they had any 
worldly Deſign ; bur propoſed 40 
lole by their Work, and rejoi ed to 
ſuffer in fo good à Caule. rü | 
of Witneſſes lucceeded. bc another, 
whom the Strength of Truth ſup- 
ported under the — cruel Perſecu- 
tions. Truth was their ſolemn Pro- 
teſſion, without which they had hen 
very bad Men, and a Contradision F 


to all their Practice. They: proved I 


willingly ſuffered, and had. no othet 
Froſpeci, but oſ a future Reward; 
withour which „ ee 
had been the moſt ſooliſh.'Medzand 2 
ot all Men moſt miſerable; yer th 
tliought themſelves moſt happy, ad 4 
indeed were the wiſeſt Men. 1 
Tu Holy Scripture hath: a Wit» 
neſs in itſelf, by diſtinguiſhing Cha- 
racters of Diviaicy, above any Hu. \ 
man Performance. It teachetht more? 
excellent Knowledge than — 
| any here a at che lame e Tir be I 
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be produced afterwards. Ir is the 
molt ancient of all Writings, and 
Was the Foundation of other Works, 

yet till above Human Co mpoſit ions. 


it ſhews a Divine Author, by an un- 


imitable Sublimity ot Matter, and 
ir's Stile is moſt excellent, tho? ſome 
have raiſed Cavils againſt it, thro? an 
Influence of Prejudice. GOD. atted 
wonderfully for the Fetus, and gave 
Demonſtrations of his Spirit. Ihe 


| | gave thy good Spirit to inſtruct 


them; nd the Goſpel came not in 

Word only, but alſo in Power, and 

ia the Holy Ghoſt, aud 1 in much Aſu- 

. raxce. 1 Theſ.1, 5. 

[Tux Scripture ſhews a Divine 
4 Author: by the Exceltency of the Stile, 
and the Incapacity of the Writers, 

The Prophets, except Moſes; had no 
Learning, and the Hebrew Tongue + 
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Hebrew Tongye is rude, and un- 
El. | PE and therefore the Seripture more to be 


an's Happſuels. * 1 1 


e found Expreſſions above. the vulgar 
4 Strain, * above Human Learning, and 
equal to the beſt Eloquenee. The 
. (Scripture is elegant, and hath many Þ 
Beauties, yet it is Plain and familiar, 
d nicely adapted ro it's Holy purpoſe; 
c there is an admirable Contrivance, 
carried on with the ſame Spirit of 
Holineſs, by divers Perſons in diffe- 
rent Ages. The Doctrine is ſublime, 
and yet the Holy Spirit, by a won 
dertul Condeſcenſion, hath accommo- 
dated itſelt to the Cuſtom 'of Lange 
ges. There are {uch Charms in the 
Holy Scripture, that-nothing but an 3 
Adder, the Seed of the old Sr 4 
: could frog! bis Ears againſt hoc Flal. 
ö, 4. | 

2 Bur benen ſome have pecend> | 
ed, That Chriltianity was an Human 
Ti Invention, becauſe the Church is in 
Y & a flouriſhing State, and it ſeems to : 
an be Mens Intereſt 1 to ſupper” it; b 


Ii 


e, 8 — —̃—— 
3.13 ; Condat 2 N eſſe ſeriptu- 
be a tam, 2 humanitus concipi n rasten. | 3 


1 


| Wan's Happineſs. © 
90 far from being a Proof, that 
ie ſtrongly proves the contrary, as 
is manifeſt in Hiſtory. The Chri- 
ſtian's Z:al demonſtrated, That they 
as firmly believed the Scriptures, as 
i they bad ſeen theMiracles contain: 
ed 1n them. There was a wondet- 
ful Z2a!, which the Senſe of Truch | 
prelerved, after that Miracles had 
cCeaſed. This Zeal raiſel beautiful 
x Churches, and dilpoled: Men to great 
L.iderality, in providing for the Mi- 
= .niſters. Pious Works ſhewed the 
great Value that Chriſtians fer upon 
their Religion. They willingly offe- 
red their Wealth, becauſe they were 
aſſur'd of the Truth, and parted 
with much in this World, that they 
might lay up Treaſures in Heavè u. 
Mat. 6. 19. 
Peos atcer that Miracles had cea- if 
E ſed, there was (till a Confirmation of il 
the Faith, becauſe Chrittians were 
1 certain, That ſuch Miracles had been 
1 wrought, and they were the more 
certain of the Divine Power, becauſe 
ann Works were done, 
Gt? © my 
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no Md could) Fame — 1 
The ſame is a Confirmation to us, 
rather than it Miracles had conti- 
nued. For if Miracles had not cea- 
ſed, the Wonder would ceaſe; the Y 
fame Love of the World which blin- 4.3 
* ded the unbelieving Jews, would 
u rather make Unbelievers, if Miracles 
were more common; and it Men did 
not believe the Word of Jeſus Ger, 
neither would they believe 2% one 
roſe from the dead. i 
| Sow are ready to fay,, there.i is 
n till Need of Miracles, and ſome till 
pretend to them, becauſe they have 
Need to ſupport their Errors. But 2 
Truth doth not ſtand in Need, when 

) WW firmly eſtabliſhed in the Church, 
which is the Pillar and Ground ol | : 
Truth, to ſupport ir by a perpetual i 
Evidence,s nd by rational Arguments: 1 
That Generat ion, which ſaw Miracles 11 JN 


declared them to. the next, ſo tha : 
and their Works certified thoſe. M. 3 4 


thoſe Miracles confirmed the Faith, 
zacles, The Primitive Chriſtians te- 4 
Rified their was 5 e 
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ſor ĩt, and when the Church was ſete | 
led in Peace, the ſame. Zeal conti- 
nued in Works of Piety; there was iſ 
no Need of extraordinary Gifts, when 
ordinary Means became ſufficient: 
Tus is then the Reaſon why 
Miracles ceafed, they were not necet- 
ſary, but rather inconvenient, if com- 
mon to every Age. God bath appoin- 
ted proper Means for the Exerciſe of 
Men, and nothing will be done with: 
out them; He expects rea ſonable En- 
deavours, and will not do unneceſ- 
fſary Things, extraordinary Gifts are 
1 -only fit for extraordinary Occafions. 
| Þ - The watering ot the Church was 

only nec ſſary, when it was like a 


Grain of Muſtard Seed; but when 
dhe Tree was grown up, 'the water- 
ing was no Johger fequiſite For 
 alth6” Miracles ate ceaſed; yer Chriſth 
i Þ Kill ſpeaketh theſe Things, his Word 
3 enduretk for ever; and we N tee 
him raiſing che Dead,” Caſting ou 
© - Devils, giving Sight tb che ind, 
3 | Pars tothe Deat;S eech ro! theDawdb, 
_ the” Lane. 11 774 9 
tg "Vas 
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* Wa EE cri * N 9 
Fox what Chriſt did then in 
Perion, he doth now every Day foil 
itually by the Church, and he (till 7 
eacherh by his Word. St. Peter 

having mentioned that glorious Vie 
fon, which he ſaw with Chriſt in I | 
he Mount, ſaith, M'e have alſo a 
nore ſure Word of Propbecy, where: 1 
unto ye do well that ye take. Heel 
2s unto @ Light that ſhineth in 4 
dark Place, until the *Day laws; 
and, a more perfect Knowleage of © 
hriſt, the Day-(iar, ariſe in your i 
earts. The Evidence is now ra- 
ther ſtronger, becauſe all Men ſaw 
ot all the Miracles, but ſome One 4 
land ſome another, but now we ſee © 
them all; and the Cale is quite dif- 
fereat from what it was. The World | 
was to be converted from ſtrong Pte. I 
udices, and old Cuſtoms were to 
rde aboliſhed. The Prejudices, that 

Petr remain, or the old renewed, are if 
Pareaſonabie, ſince they may be con⸗ 
vinced, it they will attend to Re 2/00 

C „ 


7 2 Peter, _ 19. 
+, Quod cor poraliter tunc faciebat Chriſtuy a. 
Lud. Eccleſia ſpiritualiter 2 facit. 


1 3 ed to be with his Church to the 


% Pan's Happinels, 
Taakz is indeed ſome Difficul- 
ty in Faith, by the Myſteries of the 
Goſpel ; but that could net be a. 
voided, becauſe theſe Myſteries were 
to be revealed, that the Cauſe offi 
Salvation might be known, and 
' Faich might be a Virtue, which? 
which ſhould be capable ot Reward. 
The Sn of Godl muſt be revealed, 
and Faith in him the Means ot Sal- 
vation. The Faith of theſe Myſte- 
ries muſt needs be difficult, ſeeing 
we cannot comprehend them, and 
they muſt needs be incomprehenſi- 1 
dle, be:auſe we mult be taught of, 
God to believe; fo difficult is this 
Faith, it requires both our own Stu. 
dy, and ſome Degree of Inſpiration, 
to help our Belict of fo great Myſte- 
ries. For we do not deny Inſpirati- 
on, nor pretend to ſo much as ſome 
90s there is (till a Gitt of the Holy i 
Spirit, by which Chriſt bat promi- 


ud of the inn Mat. 28 20. 
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i We have received the Spirit, 
which is of God, that we might 
now the Things which are freely i 
iven us of God: But there is not ñ⁶ 
ow ſo large a Meaſure, as was gi- 
en to the Apoſtles, becaule there is 
Pot the ſame Occaſion for it, but 
Wnly ſuch a Portion of their Spirit, 
Ws is proper fcr our Occaſion. A leis 
leaſure is ſufficient, when our Trials 
are leſs, and other Advantages greas 
er, by an Increaſe of Learning, and 
Miligent preaching of the Word, The 
Pitt of God is given ſo far as is 
Peedtful, that is, fuch a Meaſure of 
Divine Grace, as doth not prevent 
Whe Uſe of Means, and our own “ 
Pious Endeavours. We cannot right 
1 judge otherwiſe, becauſe we ſee no = 
Tokens of extraordinary Gifts ; but 
Ihe Spirit helps our Infirmities, and 
Were is a Help to our Happinels, ix 
1 he Comfort of the Holy Ghoſt, Acts I 
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Bu T there is a great Duty in. 
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„  San's bappinetss | 
. cumbent upon us; we are to act fot 
1 our ſelves, and to do Things necel- 
ſary to our Happineſs. It is the Con- 
dition of this Lite, That we labour 
for any good in our worldly Con. 
cerns, + all Things are full of La- 
bur. He becometh poor, that deal 
eth with à ſlack Hand, but the 
Hand of the diligent maketh rich 
But if Men are born to Riches, they. 
muſt labour for their Happinetsf 
= which chiefly conſiſts in the Mind 
in a good State of rhe Soul. + Keef 
' thy Heart with all Dilligence; fai 
out of it are the Iſues of Life. * He, 
tbat keepet! Underſtanding, ſhall fin 
Good. ꝙ Apply thine Heart to Ini 
firuttion. and thine Ears to thiY 
Word of Knowledge. Take heed if 
thy / eit, and keep thy Saul dilligenti 
not ſlothful in Buſineſs, lerving th 

Lord. Rom 12. 11. 
MEN are apt to deceive them 
ſelves, and neglect the Care - rhe 
cul 
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Man's Happineſs, " "1; 


Souls; but we muſt not wes Suc⸗ 'Y 3 1 
ceſs, + without the neceſſary Means, 
nd a ſuitable Care to perform them. 
It God had fo pleaſed. waſhing 
once had perfectly curd Naaman's. 
Leproſy, bur he commands him to 
waſh Seven Times, to ſignity the 
the repeated Care we ought to have, in 
c)Muling the Means he hath appointed, 
for the {piritual Good of our Souls, 


els the Soul is the Seat of Happinels,o g 
nd and there we mutt build up a happy 
ee Lite ; * the Labour of the Win a 
fei tendeth to Life; and he is in the 
Hee Way of Lite that keepeth Inſtruction; * 
na God is your Strergth, and the word | 
In of his Grace is able to build you 7 ; 
and to give you an Inheritance & 
1 mone them that are ſanctiſied. Acts 4 
20, 32. 4 
thi Wuar is che chiet Happineſs ot I 
Man in this Life, and the Means to 
e obtain it, may be expreſſed in One 
he : Wor d, 4 | 
als EY * 4 F 
4 Inter canta leges & percunctabere doctos A 
"Quo ratione potes traducere leviter æ vum, &c 
v. Hor. Epiſt. Lib. rg 4 
10 ls 2 AD LY. 10. * 82 10. * FP 4 


_— 
4 - 
SI 4 1 * 
os d og SF Ka 44 by 22531 * 
: * AS : 5 „ 
82 2 4 * ES k * ſz «8 * TE a 2 = . ** 
wt J : 4 == * 2 1 8 * . * * a * * W 8 \ x "ST: Me A 1 7 * 
Ta 2 a J FRY 7 ERS IP A . 10 Ke WY : : : F. "> 4 5 3 by 7 2 


Manz Happineks. 


© avg Miſdom, but it will require mas 
ny Words to teach it, and muchlabour 
to learn it. The wiſeſt of Men was 

lomet imes deceived. He had tried ma- iſ 
ny Experiments, by ſome of which he 
made himſelt unhappy, and was com 
vinced of his own Folly; he found by 
dear bought Experience, that Viſdom i 
Was the Means ot Happineſs, an] Hap -: 
re itielt conſiſted in Wiſdom, the 
Wildom of ſincere Religion. + Hap» 
py is the Maa that findeth Wiſ dom. 
Her Ways are Ways of Pleaſantneſs, W 
and all her Peths are Peace. She is 
a Tree of Life to them that lay hold i 
on her, and happy is every one that il 
retaineth her. Wiſdom is better than 
than Rubies, and all Thinss that $4) 4 
*, be deſired. Prov. 8. 11. | 
Bu rT other Men, not fo wiſe as 
Solomon, are much divided in their] 
Opinions. Many place Happineſs N 
in ſome vain Imagination, which is 
the Reaſon, that they never attain to 
the real Happineſs. The Wiſdom of 
Hu. 


— 


9 * 29 3: 33 1, hs 3 35S 


2 


al 
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Put Men often graſp at the Shadow, 
and ler the Subſtance fly away; Hu- 
man Learning would be an AUNT 
. and Gentile Learning is of good 
3 to ſhew the Vanity of Geatile 


rer Truth. But when Men over-. 


dence in themſelves, they neglect. 
=o erin; after Truth; hende many. 
Pecome Deiſts, and want the Com- 
Wor. of the Chriſtian Faith, or -Ari- * 

ans, and make a falſe pretence to that 
2 which ariſeth our ol "i 
rue Chriſtianity. | 
B vu r how dilagreeing ſoever Men 
Are in their Notions about Happineſs 
r the Means to obtain it, yer Hap= i 


$:appiacts to be obtained. There is 
L want in the Soul and every one 
Rocks to have that ſupplied, ſuppoſing, 
that if they could procure ſuch things 
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Man's Happinels, 15 8 

ſiderable, and 
Human Learning is conſiderable, an | 
akes fa ir Pretences ro Happineſs; 


Cf and invite us to ſearch * 3 


alue Human Learning, and have Con. 


Pineis is the Deſire of all Mankind, 
il Ind that Defire is an Argument ofan Þ 


4s 77. — f a, ME thould aitain, ñ⁶ 
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in the Means; but Men having onc; 


1 us. For the Faſhion of this Worle 
= paſſeth away, and there is nothing 6 
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Pan's Havptnets, "WY 
their End, and tho? they dailv find 
t hemſelves diſappointed, yet ſtill they 
are craving and never ſatisfied; bs 7 
cauſe they leck rhe Living among 
the Dead, I mean. they ſerk for Rap. 
pineſs among periſhable things, that 
can afford no Peace nor ſolid Sariſ 
tection. All the labour of a Man isfo 2 
His Mouth, aud yet the Soul is 10 
filled. Eccleſ 6. 7 

Ir may ſeem ſomewhat {range 
That all Men ſhould agree in th 
End, and yet differ almolt infinitely 
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left God, the Fountain of H.ppineſs 4 
they ſearch in vain the whole Creation 
to find it. One Man tays, Lo here 
and another, Lo here, and all tha; 
Creatures plainly anſwer, it is not iq 


95 
| 15 


qual to the Defices ot Men + He thall 


1 
1. 
4 
loveth Abundance 1 is not ſatl> fied wit 5 


3 


Mar walketh in a vain ſhadow, and 
ail 


" Man's Happineſs... 


4 dilquieteth bimſelf in vain, be _ 
"ll eth up Riches, and cannot SEM 
all gather them. Pſal. 39, 56. 
Tus Creatures indeed AM Ye 
unto the Creator, and i in him we 
| find our Happineſs. It is a rational 
Concluſion, That He, whois Almigh- © 
Ey, and the Author of all ood Thiaggs 
hat we ſee in this World, is able to 4 
give a perfect Happineſs, and will 
re communicate his Goodne(s to proper 
heObj<Rs, as it ſhall be agreeable to 
| J is Wiſdom. God hath an infinite 
cf ower. to further Acts of Goodne | 


ind in him muſt conſiſt all 
I, pleaſe juch a Being, and weſhall ad 
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at 
il 
s 0 4 
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o Wweſs; it is therefore out In 


ſour Happineſs in being agreeable o 
inf aim. We owe a Duty to God as 
rid our Creator, and to do that Duty is 


the greateſt Wil, dom, becauſe it in 
make us happy in him: And that 
3 . af dom, which will make 
happy tor ever, is alſo the. chief | 
a e in this Life ; . 10,000 is - 
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dE s then oberve What Soil” 
e6-Happiteſs: is atained by 1151000 
and wur Kind bf Wiſdom proc 


hat Boppimeſs. = 
„ FMA i Happineſs i 15 Inbelids <1 : 
Mankind, We may argue ftom the 
Dignity ot Man, Lag e800 fed YZ 
FE Go; diipoling: Mien to - provide « to b 
' che Creature: 5 55 Soul Ma 1 
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uliar People, to whom he reveis 
led himſelf. + He ſhewed, his Word 
unto Jarob, his Statutes and bug 
ludgments unto [ro]. He hath not} 
dealt ſo with any Nation, and as fot 
= this Judgments they have not known 
tbemz yet the Gexrjles might have 
il learned uſctul Knowledge from thei 
Jeu, when they heard of God's 
mighty Works; and they were in, 1 
rended iome Benefit, it they would 1 
have ſought after it. But they knew 
not the true God, they fell away into | 
= Hdolatry, and defiled themſelves with 
= ebcminable Sins, theretore God pu x 
= niſhed the Canaanites: The Land i 
defiled, therefore do I viſt the Int - 
uit y thereof upon it. Lev. 18. 25. 
M x x might have conjectured by 
Reaſoning, That there is 4 tuturelſ A 
State, and Life intended for realon 
able Souls 5 but this is but a Kind 
of Darkneſs, till we are aſſiſted by 
Revelation. God being offended did 
Not ſpeak to the Nations, nor did hel 
| | 1 _ ſpeak 
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2Mpcak to the Jews all bis Mind; but 
diere was only a Dawn of the Days 4 
is ll the Sun of Righteouſneſs aroſe; 1 
em my Things only were promi⸗- 
td t a yet from theſe a future 

* Hope pinks railed, and on them a fur- 


1-68 
d 
ie fi ab ſhould come, who, was to 
0 ompleat the Revelation. of Divine 
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hl ing.. 
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tate was hid in Types, and hinted 


fa future State, were: abundantly 


F. hich were indeed invented to keep 
4 eople i in awe. Truth was more a- 


World, and to hope for Divine Fa- 
Nur, to preſerve their Beings in Lite. 
2 F bets Hints exerciſed. Men' 8 Rea- 


tate, by which that Promiſe was made. ee 
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in ſome Expreſſions ; yet only 4 
ttle at a Time, ſo as ſtill to leave 
oom for future Diſcoveries, till the 


Tux obſcure Prophecies and Hints 1 | 


i " Pore uſetul than the Poetical Fiction 


91 ne to make Men fear another 
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- clearer evelations. This is your p 
Wiſdom and Vaderanding in op f 
Siglit of Nations, 1 ear 4 
the ele Staruces, ; and ſay, Puree 

ing Nation is a wiſe and unde I 

ding People. 1 For: et not the 172 1 3 
thy God; who led. thee thraugh tb 
reat and terrible W ilderaeſi; 154 
Fs might humble thee, and that. hel 
miuht prove, thee, to do thee bag 
at thy latter End. O that they were 
.<0:le, that they under Hoο 1— 1 


5 15 Ra * 1 hl afk 20 


r 


Welt our. Ke on ade Abe nel 


1 hing, AS; Balaam underſtood. bi 
ho” be did not praQiſe ere 


7; 7 17. 


let me die the Death of ! 
Ks; 3 let 21 b . 11 


** * ee. ied 


i» 'T #5 in; 


- 


1 } . wy DT 5 44 Da * wks 9 


2 1 » '4 9 
” 1 
5 4 7 Þ 7 * * 


N beriettl. 
| bee Bib, York eh 0 
5 aith, The K. ebur bath. % 
( 15 Death. 11 The wet T One ers 
e che Palms frequently'« Kprels thei 
Fraſt in God, and a Rt of EE. 
my. Porrith 


re State. 1 Grd 7s 


ad becauſe we fake. Need of D*. 
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ans Happineſs. | 
HR the Grenada, of Future el if g 
2 Way of God i is perfect; th 
Word of the Lord is tried, He By. 
Buckler to them has truſt in mal 
His Teſtimonies are wonderſul, im : 
incline the Soul to keep..them :.M 
and he that getteth Wiſdom loved 
his own Soul. The Entrance of hif 
Words Rat Light, it giveth - Ul 
derſtaading to the 5 
dom entreth into thine, Heart, an 
Knowledge i is deen to thy Soulf 
Diſcretion; ſhall, preſerve fe, an 
"Underſtanding hall keep rhee; 4 Thi 
Fear of the Lad is the Fountain F 
Lite, to, depart from the Snares a 
Death, and; Wiſdom giverh Lile rf 
. him that, hath i It. Py O0U> . 12. 4 
Tus Holy Scripture improves 6 
Kocwiedge, to-ſhew us our HY ] 
eſs, and how to attain it, and oul 
"Reaſon agrees with the Holy. Scriphi 
tute. The ſtrong Deſire oſ e Hane 9 
alter Happinets proves, that Happll # 
70s is e to OR: found. 


Le 
| x 


FS. tel 


13 
1 
: : 
+" 2, 
FI 1 Af 
_ 
4 "5 . | > 
5 
ERS wa 3. 
WY, 4 
ET. : 3 
— bo. 
n 78 oF 
1 yo 
2 2 


hi 
Ju; 3 

ill 
$ 1 


5 
1 


"= 
iN bz. 


. 


* 


1 lunger and Thirſt ot the 


. e 1s: . a v 


1 "i 

* 

' ; ; 
ed 


nt forth aSouk/o:excellent Nom 


uſe! ch Dingo) nn 
Planted in Man ſuch a Deſire M cb 
or be fatisfied he Would not Had 


o ſeek in vain r he ſatisſtod 1 
ade Variety of Hod, equat to the * 


e may reaſbnably infer; TY 
oth Paw ided 85 wel tor the ot 
hich hungers and thirſts after" Liſe 


jad Happineſs. Ihe Lord Fr goo | 
F "are 


6 all, aud hi tender 
x all bis Works: Pfal. L140 1 
Ir God's ene 1. ber 


as ot Derek, The Sold 91 "iu. 
Path # ſtrong Abhorrenes of Bear, 
vehe Deſtre to nee mid 
F heppy State vyet ĩt is 8 
i E hs l = | 
id no Man any 
pittels Kere; the Soul is latisfied 
nothing lels than Imnie 
— ee 


S * 
0 1 2 1 
| WE | 15 5 8 * 208 4 4 
4 7 * N ' 5 » Y f 


dec for; recipe AacitycheDel 
res, of his Soul, according £0 high 
Fu. and Expectations « This 
Is at once an Argument of our fata 
Hiate at preſent, and of a better Lin 
t 2775 1 He that ſindeth Wiſdom 
4 udet Life, and.the. Wiſe; ſhall int 3 
it Glory. Prov. 3, 3. F 
Bur God is intinitely good. ho 
then came Evil into the World? 2 
15 10 be obſerved, That Divine Good 
ls ha th no reſpect to Sin; but half 1 
t 2 ul moſt Abhorrence of. Sin, ar 1 
perlect Agreement with inficir 
lt to deſtroy all Oppoſit ion 34 
inſt the he Will of God. 1 
ence io the Divine Will is an inſinig 
Sin, as being committed againſt th 


10 0e theretore the Sin of the fielf 
iy t 4; Man was an infivce BY 
The Origin vil, and infected Humana 

Bu" N dae exil DIY 
1 15 Eis poſition, | a 

Ven web Faure the C Ct 


* 1 >t 1 $13 ; 
E * FI - =» * 1 * . * 12 — ; ob 
a 1 * 33 + > , 


4 | 


nr. (7 3% rey TY 


+ pon 15 al Nies 0 
Feten, being N 10 7 
polluted Body af y one Man 
1 iſobedience, many were made Sit 
1 Ers, and by 5 the Offen e of Get 
agment came upon all x6 
anation. By one Man Siu oh 
if into the World and Death 1 
7 ſo Deatbpaſſed Ap all Mam, 
bs that 4 pune. Nr. 71 N 


fait 19. "4 i3 
15 DE ; 4 


have it's 8 1 gl beit 
m iato a State of Corruption, 18 
che Divine nage was changed 
e a polluted Nature, and the fame 
( „ Find une "i 


3 43 8 5 
1 


" E Cer; When he ſhould; hay F 
Wndcr'd him the higheſt Honour he 


Kory nh baz of 
Lene Willcof his Cseatot, who 


bn, and through. bim, and 0 
4 m are all Things: 4 = whom ba 
? ery: for ever; and 
We fame. is ſaid, as being equal iQ 
1 TG Father, All Things. dere create 
bim, nde. bim Rom. 14336, 
4 Jol. 1s 16. 12 G3 Zi 1 \ l 
ais was original Sin, aod:the 
rigia of Evi in thegWarid, the Diſh = 
| 1 W.cGience of: the; firſt Man. which 
Wl ucd Human Nature. The Sig 
Man in his Perfection was excegd- 
cs ſiatul and muſt, needs be of very 
kJ T7 val 1 „There was ſures 
q 3.75 in it, and as certain: 


volted from 


1 


A ## 
3 8 
3 k 4 l * o 

4 \ - 1 4 * 4 
— 8 n 


: A a 
is * % r 
Wb? „* Ar; þ 


the Son alſo 


2 capable of; eee ; 
Mn r ee | 


ne all: Things for his Glory. Fan: 


te 


. 514 
* 1 


= 2 jult Judgment, tho! the Manner 
4 175 is unknown to us But we m | 
oprehend in Far Man having 
d, became as 2 

roken Veſſel, to — teturned to the 
Ms on: ne i ho. * Eo 


* Puts ' is 
we ſeparated him ſelf ſrom God's rl : 
= vour;andtherefollowed a Privation 
= of. 222 The Life of his Soul 
A” left him, and hebecame dead in Sul 
= every Soul of Man is polluted, being 
united to a Body of Sin, that is con- 
veyed from the Image o the fir 
3 And the Carnal Mind i 1 
Enmity againſt God: bor it is noi 
ſubject to the Law of God, neitherſ 
 Fadeed can be. Rom. 8, 
Ix is not to be c Ta 
the Evil is fo great, but rather that 
it is ſo little. The Caſe of Man is not 
ſo bad as that of rhe fallen Angels] 
who were puniſhed with Deſtructi. is 
on- from in Preſence of God, „Ae 1 
ont a Poſſibility of Recovery. G 
miglit have deſtroyed Man tor ol 
in the Extremity of Divine Juſtico i n 
but becauſe many were to deſcend ij 
from One, and would receive a na- 4 
tural Infirmity, the Judgment was} ] 
mitigated, upon the Interceſſion of iſ 
the Son of God, and Satisf action to 
be made to his Honour. The Sen- 
1 Apo as Death at n. Was ere: 


. » _ . £ a % 2008 
. a - 
4 9 $ F 1 F.- *. 
© as " — * +. 3s 
of " ” . By A i 
* + , 1 2 6 8 " 1 b 


q 


3 w * 
> x 4 of l 1 
4 « VF | : 
"4 =. 1 * 
_ 8 it 
" * * 
7 


ry. The Divine merey provided 
it the Evil was nor ſo:greaty as 
might have been, and the Divine 
idom ſo ordered, That Increaſe of 
ia ſhould increaſe the Puniſhment, 
nad avoiding Sin ſhould increafe our 
_ appineſs.. 5 But this muſt be the: 
ate of Man's Life, That as he is 
Won ceived in Sin, ſo he is (naturally) 
or to trouble, as the Sparks Ay 
ward; Plal. 51,5. Joh 5, 6. 
Nov indeed we are puniſhed, and 
Huſt die in this World. for Sinzbut then 
e ſame Goodneſs, which permits us 
„live here, will continue longer to 
1; ional Beings, which arg very ſen- 


K; 


ble. of Happ ine ſs or miſery. Fur 
bis World is God's School, Where 
mortal Spirits, celoathed withFleſun, 
Ire bred up for Eternity. There is 
„proper Diſcipline, and tho? it he 
red with Evil, yet there iv/ſome |} 
od to be found. The, Earthis | 
„ of the Goodneſs of a .Y 


< * ” 1 


72 — * 1 . * , 4+ S: 77 8 "WE. x. 85 E: I” 
| 4 ; by 2 ö * — * n I 22 
A Plal. e 9s. OT 

— * A ® 
1 "4 . . » 1 22 
5 8 
2 \ 3 1 ; | N , Tk _— 


* 


) ” + 


ar olga bj pine, 
Mau in this Works, and 580 1 
0 be attaibel! ß . "ih 
I is eur Work to! act for ol 3 
ſelves, as becometh reatonable Mal 
in Order to our Happinets; and 
Hour to attain it. R is the wife 
det of Providence; "That this 1 
:be ſuitable to the State of Man, 4 4 
. the is inclined to Sin, and thereto 
ul good Things rec ite 4b 4 
| them forthe e of Ml * 
0 dheert him from - the e Si 
Where is 0 Profit Without Labs 1 4 
* d is all Labonr there is Pri 
«eſpecially, it is agreeable to Dl 
_ 2Wifdom, 2 that Mad beiexercited'l] 
M dem. Tos to nden 1 | 


for Wiſe Men! © No Ma 

| -hoppyexcepe|} he get 'Wildom: 
iN ** 5 dhe Mar e 
| = IN 


— 


Sr 
8 * _ - io = _— 
| — - 


—— — 
2 2Lͤ gre - > 


i 


COT TEIN PR 


- 


* 


v» nan 


+8 


* 


* 


* 


* 
5 * 4 
o 
5 
2 % 
o 


/ == 17 23 + Ecclel, 1 
_ Pla 73- 3 25 NS! 5 


a6 vv 
* „ 


Nenn 


Irin Solomon. was endowed 


et Miſtakes, becauſe he neglected 
is Wiſdom, and drowned it in ſen- 
al Pleaſures. * He took up'a Re. 
\plution to lay Hold upon Folly, to 
= Mirth and enjoy Pleaſure, to 
ive himielt up tro Wine and Women, 


ien, till be might (ce what wasthat 
cod for theSons of Menywhich they 


.d do under Heaven, all the Days 
1 their Life. Behold a mighty Pros 5569 
of 2 greacPhiloſopher, and what 
wonderful Succeſs it had! A was - 
ait y aud Vexati on of Spirit, aud 
1 ofit under the Sus. 
i 


TY 


ere is #0 Pr 
Tus men may t 
pe to gratity that Deſire of Hap. 


ae, which they find in their 


duls: But theſe Pleaſures only itu- 


1 3 


1 Fr 
— | ͤ— — N 
— N * 0 N I 4 „ 
1 * Eceleſ. 3 3 
* L I, 2, 3. g o 
* 4 - >, -S.. by ” , 
8 Wok. 
: . . 83 A PL 
- * ” 
by | CNY 8 - A 


an's Happinels. 3g - * 


Way meer ian had ; yet he fell ine 


ad all the Delights of the Sons of 


- and make men torgertul bork 
0 


# 4 p 2 1 % 
* ng, ng * 4 ; . 8 2 N | * i a 
4: 8 PEER " 2 n - 1 in — N 


try E Pp Tf f g | 3 
ghts, and thereby - 


N 4 y 4 * 5 * 
A 2 * £ " G : 7 
a . = 4 * 
j N £ * & 8 1 
+ , 4 1 . U 
© , > EZ LS - 8 24 EE 
7 g * / * * 
U 


of Good and Evil; and when they 
come to reflect and compute hai 
Advantage they have made, it prove 
to be only Folly, and increates th 
miſery of Life. The Soul finds u 
felt vpon the Brink of Ruin, and 
_ thoſe paſt Pleaſures are fo far from 
ſatisty ing, that the Remembrance off 
them will be grievous. There is of 
Way that ſeemeth Right unto a Ma 
but the End thereof are the Ways of 
Death. Prov. 14, 12. _—_— 
Wuxx men have been wicked, 
is well if they can turn away fron 
their Wickedneſs, and with So moi 
attain to Repentance it were muc 
better, if they needed not fo bitte 
A Repentance, and had not run th 
Hazard of not repenting at all. Fol 
, When men have provok'd God with 
. daring Sins, it is much to be doubiil 
ed, Whether he will [}grant them Re 
pentance unto Life. His gracioul 
Aſſiſtance is hardly to be expected 
after a long Courſe of Diſobedienci 


* 
0 


* 


Duan's happtheks: 33 
e can we tell how ſoon God may 
W provok'd to forſake us. Ir is theres. 
hre the beſt and ſafeſt Way, to fol- 
ww that Advice, which ſucceeded 
Mlomon's Repentance. Remember 
wo thy Creator in the Days of thy 
. Eccleſ. 12. 17. 
A TH wise man had returned to a 
„ rter Conſideration, and God was 
eaſed to aſſiſt his ö 
houghts, to bring him to a full Re 
eatance; fo that after all his Expe- 
ments, he confeſſeth the Vanity and 
Wmpriaeſs of all worldlyEnjoyments, 
Ind ſaith, + Let ut bear the Cone 
Wor of the whole Matter, Fear Ot 
i keep his Commandments ; 'f0 
iii the whole Duty of Man. 
or God ſhall bring every Work into 
W«dement, with every ſecret. Thing, 
beter it be good, or whether it 
e evil. + The Fear of the Lord ig 
e Beginning of Wiſdom, and the _ 
owledge of the Holy is Underſtan- 
OO Nang — — I 
T Ecclei. 12. 13. il Eccleſ 12, a 13 | F 2 
OG . . 


nas 


22 
5 
ra 
7 


, L : 
1 1 

i; 1 
+ - 


3 
> 


; 
3 
1 
+ 


76 
ding; the Ear, of the Wiſe ſne ke 
the Lord, happy is he. Prov. 160 

265 es - 


Tuns are principal Duties, tt 
| fear. God, and to truſt in him, ani 
Which is the Means of Happineſif 


ture State. For altho? a future Stati 


23 
2 
X 4 
. . 
3 
3% 


1 A 
et 
« 7 XK 


# . —- 
# oS. 4 * , ; : p G ro : 
1 * 12 S — 5 *\ A 4 > # +» A of pe 0 
| ' fa 12. 1. 3 1 > 
8 / | i . 3 . 
9 EM A. Y N | 1 
adds 7 : 2 4 Fi «Fs 4 7 of mY 4 : — V. N © 5 5 


Man's Happineſs. 
l 
{ 


Ky owledge, and who(o truſtetb inf 


{ 


chiet Acts of Religious iſdon 


They ſignity to our Reaſon, not on 
ly. a prelent Happineſs, but alſo. a ſul 


Was not plainly revealed to thę Je 
et a Iruft in God, and a Fear of 


his Diſpleaſure, intimated more thai 
the Fear of Mien, who could: only 


Eil the Body, and more to be hop 
Jor, than the Good of this preſen 


Life: The Bleſſings, that were prof 


miſed to theſe Duties, ſeemed to ea 


tend farther than this poor World 


the Man that feareth the Lord, lj 
and. bleſed is the Man that truſtetli 
i bim. The Son of God is the Ob 


delt of the fame Fear and Truſt, bel 


* 
C S 
| ; . 


S — 


BY ——— — 


— ea. 


Sands happlurts, 8 
Muſe he is one with the Father. 
W-/r the Son, leſt be be angry 
08 periſh from the Way, when his 
rath is kindied but alittle. Blei: 


bim; by whoſe Bleſſing Light 24 

4 UH 0 the Righteous. 5 P lal, 97, It. 
of THz Old Teſtament gave a grea- 

r Light into the other World, than. 


eie of the Divine Plato, and 4 Platy 
Wmſclf was inſtructed by it- The 
rure State was not aſſerted as'a 
octrine, but deduced from rational 
oacluſions. The Not ices of a Re- 
emer, tho? obſcure in the Old Teſ- 
en ment, preſaged a future mann 


L 1 
83 2 0 
5.68 *. „ * - 0 was _ * 
C 4 = . L * a . - 
. . i t 4 - 
: 2, a 1 o 


ews Religion, and many of the Fathers ad- 
ired the Conformity there was in many 


a 


* 
* 
* f 


och and Elijab, ſhew'd another 


kl —— 7 
8 * 
1 : 
ö | 


Wc Writizgs of Philoſophers, even 


W + Clew. Alex. git, That Plato came u- 
- Egypt, where he was informed of the 


* 
e = 
** 
8 
* 
W, * 1 
0 Fa 4 
5 


Things between the Boctrine of Plato, and 


— 


| * keth Death, yet Virtue will not bf n 
l puricd in the Grave, becauſe there i 


God renewed the Law of Nature h 


„ 1 hacks 4 as much as may be in f 


38 | | wins wappineſs, 


known to the Prophets, and ther 
are many of their Sayings, whicl 
teſtity their Belict; and this was theidf N 
A Preſent Happineſs, to hope for 
furure Reward. For altho' Sin wor 


L 


A Sacrifice for Sin. Unto'the reel * 
teous there ariſetb Light in Dari 
meſs, and altho' the B10 ſhall re ; 
turn to the Earth, as it was, i 4 
the Spirit [hall return to God $24 
ove it. Eccleſ. 12, 7 

Bur let us chiefly attend to ch 
Chriſtian Scheme, and that will 0 4 
our Happineſs in a better Light; fo; f 
before that more perfect Revelation 
the Caſe of Mankind was not th 
roughly known. The Command 
ments of God, are maſt perfect, at 5 
cording to his Righteouſneſs, and ti 
firſt. Law of Nature: Man having 
fallen into a corrupted State, and | 
Underſtanding being darkned by vin 


my 
1 
7 


verbal Commandments, to brin 5 


_ al 


e Happſyels, @ 29 of 
nen State, towards his Primitive 
eighteoulneſs; ſor proper Means 
ut be uſed with Man, u ithout de- 
eroying his Liberty, 20 teach bin 
"Wh cbz{e Life. Deut. 30, 19. 
TN Tas Law of corrupted Nature is 
r right, it leadeth into Sin. A t 
"A / by 
re Law of our Members war- 
e ag inſt the Law of our Mind, - 


3% 


"8:4 bringing us into Captivit) tothe 
el: of Sin; that is, a corrupt In- 
M oation contending againſt righe © - 
F200 , and oftentimes prevailinga. 1 
Writ. But re Law © God is, 1 


N 
. 


* 


oed, converting the [oul, + Th 
Www is Light, and Reproofs of In-= 
ation are tbe Hoy of Life. Yet. i 
Man could be perfect and live h 
bon Righteoulnels, We do many 
Whings contrary to the Will of Gd. 
Wi: many Things we offend all. & - * 
cre is none Rigbteoul, no, not one, 
rie guilty betore God. For ift 
ere had deen a Law given, which 
1255 = _ could 4 


. 
4. trEo 
bf * Y bs , 
7 
| ; : 
| FAY 5 0 
= 8 

: 4 
[1 * 


Man's Happineſs. 
could have given Life, verily yoo 
ouſneſs ſhould have been by 
Law. Byt the ſcripture hath co 
eluded all under ſin, that the Prov 
by Faith af ſelus Chriſt might be gi 
2 to them that believe. Gal. 3.4 
2 . | 7 
Nov when we obſerve the Pub 
rity of the Divine Law, and find. 1 
Alves not able to keep it, throng 
the Infirmity of dur corrupt 'Narucl 
this would be our Unhappinels. BY : 
the Son of God hath reftored Mail 
kind, fo as there is a Way to be hl A 
oy partly in this Lite, compleat|fi 
in the Lite to come. + For . rough 
Him is preached Forgivenne(s « 1 
Sins; and by him all that be lie I 
ure juſtified from all I N fre W 
which ye could not he DP 
the Law of Moſes. For the Ley — 
made nothing perfect, but the brin 
ing in of a better Hope did, 521 rh FF 
which we'draw nigh unto God. 5 
15 1 01 


— * . , > 
- - ; - LE *©# „ ” — * 
* a . 
43, * E r - 
. ; 
Ca. '® ; | ” y 3 0 
- 8 , 2 2 - 0 "Hy, * ” . 


Hans Hopptnofs; 
'Cnx15sT by: bis Death hath te- 


Wonciled God to all penitent Beliey- 


rs, and what the Jews foreſaw, by 


Wompleatly ; they had Chriſt in their 
WS crifices, and we have all Sacrifices 
4 nit. Whaſoever believeth, AC- 
Wording to the Goſpel, with the Obe- 
ience — Faith, ſhall be freed from 


n er. No Pardon of Sin was pros 
Wided for, nor promiſed in the Law 
pf Moſes, in Relation to another 


har Sin is, and the Curſe due to 


A ia, but not how tobe delivered from 3 
. TheincficQual Sacrifices ſhew'd. 
perfect Sacrifice to come, aud the. 


au 7s our School-maſter, to | 
unte Chriſt. Gal. 3. 24. 


1 
JUS 


. 
3 = 4+ 
: "RY 
a” * 4 
= 


to bring. 


"1 2 Saviour, who could deliver us 
N 1 rom the Sentence of Divine Juſtice. 


"KY. 


n * nn 
1 : . 1 
4 
2 = 


bſcure Hints, we now. enjoy more 


5 Vorld. The Law only declared; 


or it is not poſſible, that the Blood I 
i Bulls and Goats ſhould take away 
enn it is Ar N ne That — 


8 4 
— ——_ 

Ln > * i 

s —— 1 

, o 

: 44 
= * E 

a ' * 23 
$ £ wh A 

8 2 - : . f by! _ 


5 he Wrath to come, and be happy fot 


2 


Fo x the Law ſhews us our Im- * 
Pertection, and what Need we have 


2 © Bair's' Happineſs. 
m pure C reatureſhouid appear befoll 
*Qbd, and be acquitted in his Joi 
ment. We cannot pretend to Ferfed 
Si, whien one of the greateſt Sai 
ckſowns it. Nor, ſays he, as'th 
I had artarned. or vere already pe 
feet. He that always exerciſed hin 05 
_ *Felf to have a Contcience void of Of 1 
15 *ferce towards God and Man, Jeff f 
20 he found in Chriſt, not having » 
2 SP Righteouſneſs, which is of 'th 

"Faw, bot that which ts throul A 
"the Faith of Chritt, the Righteoulf F 
es of God by Faith. Phil. 3, 9, 108 
v7 BY os only the Righteovuinels. ( 7 

Faith. that is accepted of God, 

perſeck Righteouſneis, and chePromi 
of Reward is annexed to that Faitlf 4 

2 Reward not of Debt hut of Graz 

For we cannot pretend to any Meri 
We never could be out-of Debt, ui 

less We could have kept the wh 1 

Law, in the utmott Strictneſs and 

Purity of it, which® none ever yl 

| Aidgtaving our Lord Telus Chriſt, wh 

kept it ia our flead, and ſuffered th. 5 

Penalty of our Dilobedience; fool 
' whoſe ſake it is, and by Vertue 0 


Man' Happineſs, ax; 
E Fromiſe made to Believers that: 
can have any Title to Life. For, 
Mages of Sin is Death, but tbe 
* of God is eternal Life; throngt 
h Ws hl ig our Lord: Rom. 5, 23: 
5 8 OW 1 propole to ſneẽẽ what, :45 
| k e chiet Happineſs of Man, in this 
"i te, according to the Gotpgl: Inſti⸗ 
ton, without which there Canhe 
1 Happineſs at all: But Wen mut 
member, that pettect Happings-: is 
mM of attainable in this L ite, lat being 


d is reſerved for the Lite ta qome: 
would be very incongruous 2; t 


ime of Trials and Afflictions ; and 
ele we are not only taught to — 


iſe. of Patience, and other OGhrittiap 
Vertues; ſo that when we ipeak: gt 

WHappineſs here, it is to be underſtood 
Mt tach a Degree ot Happinels as 
Mortality is capable ol, and ſuch a8 
Wis conſiſtent with the uncertain State 


«5 


\ * 


1 e very Thing which makes Heaven, 
bi =" for compleat Happineſs, ina 


| Jt are aſſured they are neceſſar y fax 
| Ine Trial of Faith, and tor the Hxer- 


ol this en Voddh and chis is ag - 
1101 taig-⸗ 


44 | Maids Happi nets. * 


tainable by Wiſdom: Buy Wiſlal 
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Men are aid to truſt in Riches," 4 
if it were a God that could ney þ 
them. Men of low Degree will lai Fr. 
it I had ſo much Eſtate, or ſuch 
Place of Profit 1 ſhould! be à happff 1 
Man; and yet, if every Man had hf 4 
Wiſh, he would find himfſelf- wo 
pointed, and ſtill iemething woull 
be wanting to his Satisfactiòn. Ther 
14 #0 End of all his Labour, neithel 3 | 
e His Eye [atisfied with Riche; 1 
*Ecclel: 4, 8. 
Bur however Men may amul 
denſebe, for a Ti ime, this on 
_ m_ 
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wh 2 enough to ſp oil the fap* 
ed Happineſs of Riches, that one 
ty we muſt leave them, and then 
Were will be no Place for any Treas: 
res, except that of Virtue and good 
L Forks. 'heſe indeed will follow us _ 
o the other World; but worldly 
al ealth mutt ſtay. behind: {| Blefs. 
1 d are they that die in the Lord,, 
aac they may reſt from their Labours; 
4 nd their Works do follow then 
Where is a Recompence of Reward 
. come, which gives us a real Sa- 
ation at preſent, and that will a- 
1 Wide with us, When Riches make 
* bu Wings and fly away. Proy. 
' 37 5. 
9 Ir is not to be denied, That 
4 mporal Bleflings are Streams pro- 
eding from the Fountain ot Life, 
N ſerve to comfort and refreſh de- 
; zying Nature; but theſe Springs 
1 e apt to dry up. and we muſt ſeek 
or Happineſs at the Fountain Head. 
1s * to be i granted, That tem- 
| para 


TR 1 


EY 


| F 4 =_” Wan 5. - Happineſs, 
8 - Pore! Kapymentt, be in * the Gif 
ot God, and by him defzned fall 
Man's Uſe, may be lawfully uſed 1 


due Mel xe, and tho they cannot of" 
themſelves afford Happiness, yet they 
may be ſo employed, 2s to proman 94 
it, if they meet with Divine Grac f 
and Chriſtian Prudence; which will 
the moe glorif God by tbem, ar F | 
hy up more + Treaſures in Heavenlif 
For Hippi it He that findeth thi 4 
Wiſlom, the Light of. the 8lorioul 1 
Go{pei of Chrilt. 1 Cor. 4. 4. 
Hoy much better is it to 80 
this Wiſlom than Gold, and to 8 
Fade as es, rather to be choſeſf Bo 
an Silver! + Underſtanding is! 1 
Well ſpring of Lite, * according . 
the elocious Goipel Ot the ble I 
God. This Wiſdom procures i 
chief H:ppineſs 19,this World, aaf 1 
gives a true Reliſh to all other goof 
a Things. le tweetens, every C ond 


ON 1 


tion ot Lite, and what ſome «cory 1 
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{Bt Mat. 6, 20. | Prov. 16, 16: f 22 
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9 Piery, ir forms into Happineſs. Ile 
? dens the: Mind to great Cbaceptions 
id nus it with tublime Ideas, fach 
ate not to de met With in the 
oll exalted Science, and at the 
I me Time agitates and delights the 
J dul, more then 1enfual Fleaſares. 
Dod doth grant unto ut according 
| 4 the Riches of bis Glory, to be 
renethued with mightby bis Spirit 
the inner Man, that Chi oy 
e 


1 
4 well j in our Hearts hy Faith 8 


4 Fo OK | Religious Wiſdom i 15 che- 
7 the Gift of God, and is therefore 
1 | greater Bleſſing, which is more a- 
adant in the Goſpel. There is an 
ccreale of Favour, + the Riches of 
fl Wis Grace, above all former Mercies. 
1188 


is allo acquired by our ſelves, and 
both reſpects, Witdom: will be 
und of them that ſeek her early. 
e mult be employed in our on 
4 vs: and our on Wiidom will 
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48 Man's Hippfuels, 
be improved with Wiſdom from 4 
boxe. The Word of (Go4 is onf 
Help, and he bleſſeth the Uie of | 
55 Word, to find the Heavenly Wiſdaml 

+ He filleth the Hungry Soul wit 
his goodneis, and therein we fin 1 
our Happineſs. Ihe H iſdoni from ui 
Bove is pure and peace able, full 
* and good Fruits. James oi 


. 


ru true Spirit of Religio 
heals the Nature, and {weetens th 
Tempers of Men, it corrects tho 
Paſſions, and mortifies thoſe Luſty 
which are the Cauſe of Uneaſine 
to ourſelves, and Cortentions wil 
other Men. It compoſes the Sol 
and clears the Underſtanding, by 1 
moving thoſe Obſtacles trom it. 
baniſheth indeed all vicious Mirdl 
but in exchange; fills the Soul wit 
| perpoin Serenity, and an habirua 
nelination to do good to others, an 9 
o be pleated with our ſelves. Thea 
he — ol being fincerely reli 
gi00 
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Man's 'Happinekls. 19 
> ious, in Conjunction with Faith in 
ne 80on of God, brings unto u. 
fry in * Hol obe. 4 Thef. 
* | 
'WHawxcr ariſerh. 4 -healthfut 
Prate of Mind, and. a delightful _ 
; ope of Eternal Life. 4 1577 ve .. 
be Riches of that Myſtery, which 
Ws Chriſt in you, the Hope of Glory, 
Nin whom. tbo' now ye ſee him 
not, yet believing ye job with 
2 oy unſpeakable and full of Glory; 
vaſt Comfort to mortal Nees 
He nd Life to dying Souls, + ts 100 
Wor that bleed Hope, and the glo- 
ions Appearance of the grearGods 
up dur. Saviour Jelus Chriſt, © This 
Ws the Happincis of Wiſdom, - and 
1% inis! is the Wifdom of God in Chriſt 
felus, who is made unto us both 
i 22 and Righteouſneſs, Sancti- 
cation and eee 1 Cox. 
— 30. „ 
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4 80 Man's Happineſs. 
As this Revelation is molt cle; 
10 the Wiſdom of 2 | 
- moſt perfect; and this Religion 
as neceſſary to our Happineſs in thi 
World, as it is to our Salvation if 
the next. This Religion hath 1 
Advantage of all other Things i 
this Worl l: It ſhews a Way to [4 
right Enjoyment ot Lite, by givin 
a Proſpect of a better beyond it. TH 
Kingdom ot Grace leads unto thi 
| Kingdom of Glory, and carries wil 
it a vaſt Happineſs, a — '© 
Comfort of Mind. Mhereunto a 
bath called 2 by the Goſpel, to 709 
obtaining of the Glory of our Lor 
Jeſus C „1. and hath given us | 0 
verlaſtiug Conſolation 2 Thefl. 2 4 
14, 16. "4 
has Proſpect of eternal Glory 
is the Comtort and Retreſhment ol 
Our Souls, which doubles our Plea 2 
ſures, and divides our AMi&iunsl 2 
Pain is leſs grievous unto us, fo long * 
' as we keep in View the Pleaſure 
of Erernity, There is Comtort in a 
iT — feeing my bring in 2 
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Mun's Happtnefs. | 52? "AF 
a Advantage. 4 Our Light AE. 
Won, which is but for a Moment; 
Worketh in us a far more exceetling 
Id eternal Weight of Glory, white » 

elook not at the Things which are 
Wen, but at the Things which are 
' /er ; for the Thinzs whichare 
Wer are temporal, but the Things 
Which are not [ ern are eternal... 2 
Rn 
Tas Gentile Phiſophers aimed aß 
Rind of Happineis, which they: 
led Tranguillitj of Mind, but were 
WE y deficient therein; becaule, bye 
vn they knew not God, but were ig 
1 0 rant Of. Trut hy by a falſe Conce it | 
Wy their Knowledge. They fat in 
Darkneſs, * and were in Bondage 

Wrough Fear, under the Uncertain- 
of a future State. It was their 
Wgnorance, which made them leſs 
iſerable. But the leſs learne 
eus were much more happy, and 
Fnjoy'd a Sort of Twilight under 

2 | the 
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ſce the Goodn 6 of God in che Land 


5 - "i "Hans, happineſs... 
Fm 7 hich ſhewed a World 10 


come, uy gave a. Deli.;hifal Hope 
to good Men, that they | ſhoullf 


ol the Living. But the Goſpel giveth 
tull Light, môrę comfortable to uhe 
Souls of Men, the dun of Ri: A 4 
ne hath riſen leh beat agen. 1a 
bis N. ings. Mal 4. 1 1 
IME Son of G04. cures he Paid f 
of Sin, giycth ne Li c to Souls, 4 
that were by Nature dead in Sin. 10 
Men are rightly ſerſible of the Caſe oi 
Ma. kind, they would think it a con- 
Gdcrable Happineſs, io te delivered 
trom the Evi of Sin, as Men Heal - 8 
ed of. bodily Pains, are more chear 
fo] than at other Times; but this W 
H pp nel, is vaſtiy iacreated, by. rh: 
Hope Of eternal Life. There is a 2 
wonertul Satistaction in the Know 
ledge of the Son of Gd; becauſe; 
—— Enemies to God and + Chil- 
ren ot Wrath, condemned by infinite 
: — 
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Mans Happiücts. 


are now his beloved Children, 
4 He tra of bis eterual Mug don, 
mes 2. 5. 
Hr Nes ariſeth the true Tran ", 
ity of Mind, which the gotpet 
Illeih Peace. It Is Peace with che 
Woighty, and Peace in our own. 
p Winds, as being in Favour with 
Dod. This is that inward Satista- 
ion, which all the World cannot 
ive; which gives a plealant Reliſh 
Sv har we have, and cnables us to 
Far the Lols of all. For he, that 
Wah the true Recbes, which are the 
9 Nubſtance, is better contented, hen 
9 Bhadows fly away, This is a Quiet 
eis ol Soul, which every Chriſtian 
Way attain, and every good Chriſti- 
In finds within himſelt accompanied 
x ith Strength ot Mind, which ſup- 
: Ports him . — all the Troubles ot 
þ This Life, until he arrives at eternal 
w/w Happineſ 4 
Iurs is that happy state 1 
Mind, which our bleſſed Saviout 


20 - o 
53 
* \ 


bequeathed | 10 his Diſciples, | 
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54. Pan's Happineſs, 
Peace Tleave with you, my Peace 
give unto hon, not as the World 1 
giveth, give I unto you; let not youll 
Heart be troubled, neither let it 1 
afraid; as much as to ſay, It you 
have Peace yqu need no more; Thai 
comprehends all I have to give, and 
the bet Thing you can enſov, while x. 

you live in this World; theretoreW 
Fear not what may betal you, Fol 
in me you have that Peace, || which 
pajjeth ail Underflanding, and (hall 
keep your Hearts in the Koe ai, 
and Love of God, which is better 
than Life itſelf: This will ſecure 
to you a perpetual Calm and Sere 

nity, in the midſt of all the Storm 2 

that Earth and Hell can raiſe about 
you. The Lord knoweth how 10 

deliver the godly gut of Temptati on: 

2 Pe t. 2. 9 | 

THis Peace of Mind is effect.] 
ed in us by the particular Operati- 
on of the Holy Ghoſt, who is actu'i 

ally our Comforter. It is the _ * 

| ply 
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Man's Happineſs, 5 
Woicic of God, whom the Father 
Dads in Chriſt's Name; and they 
. cnc with the Father, having e- 
Wal Pcwer in Heaven and Earth, 
Wore we can never want any neceT - 
Sy Alliitance, to gettrue Wiſdom; 


ad tho? we walk in the Valley and 
hadow of Death, + yer to be ipi- 
{Wally minded is Lite and Peace. 
there be a Thouland Cauſes of | 
orrow, yet {till there is Matter of 

8 <joycing, becauſe there is a great - 

a Power for us than againſt us, 

1 we be ſincere Chriſtians. The 
ef Hoſts is with us, the God | 
Jacob is our Refuge. Plal. 46. " 
. ur Holy Spirit is able to 
ale us rejoice in thePangs of Death. | 


Wo great are the Rewards of the 
Fbriſtian Faith, ſuggeſted to us by 
1 A he Holy Spirit, thac good Men ne- 
„er want Matter of Joy and Glad- 
Weſs. || They can rejoice in the 
Lord always who is the God of all : 1 
Com- 
5 — 
WEST * = r 


56 Man's Happinets. 

Comfort. The Happia eſs, acqui 
ed by Chriſtian Wiſzom. is as greſ 
= as poſſible to be, according to ey 
ry Man's. particular State of Lit 
dodur Hearts are comforted, being kni 1 
together in l,ove,and unto all Riche 
of the full Aﬀutance of Uaderſtal 3 
ding, to the Acknowledgment 4 1 
of the My ſtery ot God, and ot Chrillf 
in twhom are hid. all the Treaſur 
of iViſaom and Knowledze. Cl 
2. 25 3. Tl 
| Ir is poſſible for Chtiſtians, il 
= to count it all Joy, when they {28 
1 into divers Temptat ions for ill 
Trial of their Faith. They can lo 
upon Safferings as Gitts, Honoulli 
and Privileges. For, faich the / of 
le, + to you it is given on 1 
abel of Chriſt, not tony = 
licve in him, tut alſo to Toffee 1 : 
his Sake. 'I his is, I doubt, too hie 
2 Flight for moſt cf Chriſtians, 19 

it is a Contrad ict ion to the general 
* of the World. How ew Cl 
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Man's Happineſs. 87 3 
content with a plentiful Eſtate? 
* ut to rejoice in the hardeſt Circum- 
ances is a higher Attainment, and 
et we find many Inſtances of this 
1 n Holy Scriprure. When the Apo- 

Ales had been examined and beaten 
17 efore the Souncil they rejoiced, 
1 Vat they were accounted worthy 
1 o luffer for the Name of Jeſus. | 
Acts 5. 41. 
Bur ſome Men act the quite. 
Fontrary; + who rejoice in Iniquity, 
Ind rejoice not in the Truth. Theys, 
hat proſper in the World, and ſhould 
e the more thankful, yer the more 
Wicſpiſc Religion; and they ſeem to 
Enjoy an caly Mind, when it is only 
In unthinking Mind. No Man that 
dmits of ſerious Thoughts can be 
aly in bis Mind, without the Com- 
Horts of Religion; and no outward 
| dvantages can make a Man happy. 
rcept he be at Peace within. 
len may count It a Pleaſure to riot 
in the Day 8 55 and ſport them- 


ſelves 


ä 
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38 Man's Happinets. 
fel ves with their own Deceiving 
becauſe they conſider not that the 
do Evil: But ho ſoe ver Men mi 
Pleaſe themlelves, Peace of Mind if 
the only real Pleaſure, If we li 
as having nothing, in this wil 
poſſeſs all Things. ihe Goſpel i 
Peace is the true Riches of thilf 
World. Rom. 11. 12. 4 
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_ CHAP. HH. 


Neligion and Humas Learnivy com. 
Pared. 


Ar is to be remembred, That Lear* 
ning ſeems to- give the beſt Hap -- 
Pineſs in this Life, and indeed there - 
much Pleafure in ſome Parts of 
Human Learning, yet vaſtly ſhort. 
f true Religion. Learning in good 1 
lands explains and defends the 
WIruth, and promotes Happineſs ia ⁵⁶ 
WC 0njuntion with Religion; but it 
t cxalts itſelf againſt Religios, K 
i cainted with the greateſt Pride, 
Wand will have the greateſt Fall. 
Knowledge puffeth up impradeat 
Men, and ſome are ſpoiled by vaia 
Opinions, ſo as to deſpiſe Religl- 
on. But whether they will or Ha; = 
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Human Learning declares for Rei 
gion, and teaches one neceſſary par 
of it, that ig, Humility and Sub 
miſhon to Divine Revelation. F 

HUMAN Learning teaches will 
by its Imperſections; Learning il 
to be valued on ſevera} Account 
it ſweetens and mollifies Mens Dill 
poſitions, and very much improv 
eth Human Nature: It is ot excel 


) 


a ſerviceable Hand- maid to Diving 
ty, ſo long as it keeps within du 
Bounds, without aſpicing to be th 
Miſtreſs. Vet Rill it is bat Human 
an as ſuch, it muſt needs labour 
under Weakneſs and lmperfeRion 
and ſo itis moſt uſeſul. It teach 
eth by its Deficiency, to ſer a high 
er Value upon Divine Knowledge 
which we find ſo much ſuper ior to 
it; and it is indeed but meer Folly 
compared with ſpiritual . H:{Joml 
For the natural Man receivetn nol 
the Things of the Spirit of God; 
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ben they are diſtinctly conſider'u, 


Man's Happiness. 614; 
ation. He that 1. ſpiritual judg- 
b all Things. 1 Cor. 2. 14, 15, 
1 SHALL theretore enucavyur 
) ſhew the Excellency of Divine 
nowledge, above Human Learning, 


Order to avoid the Abuſe ot Ha- 
an Learning, and the great Dan- 


4 er of Learning abuled, whoo It 18 
pr ployed againſt Religion. Fur 


earning has been abuied, as it is 


Wc c!118 Day „and turned to vain De- 
Nit, ſo that St. Peter's Prediction 
WS tvihocntly verified, + There {hall 
Wome in theſe laſt Days Scoiters, 


valking after their own Lults; and 


ole lend other Men jato a Con- 
gempt of Religion; lo neceſſary is 


ft. Paul's Caution, Beware leait 


I, Man ſpoil you through Phils} o- 
% andvain Deceit, after the Tra- 
itious of Mer, after the Ruai- 


rents of the World, aud not after 
_—_ Gol. 2. 8. 
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Human Learning conſiſts il 
the Kaowledge of Werds, an | 
Of Things. I 

Tu Knowledge of Words, iff 
of it felt of no Vic or — 1 f | 
all It is only to come at the Know 
ledge of T2inzs, that we learn this 
9-nie of Words; it is the Way an 
Means, not the Bnd that we ie 
atter, yet this Way is ſo long, ang 2 
thoſe Means ſo difficult, that often x 
times it cotls a Man a great Parii 
0: his Life and ſome employ it whol 1 

ly in this Study; and all they havdl 
attained at lait is, to call certaid 
Things by fundry Names, withoull 
being: at all advanced towards know 
Ing cheir Natures. This is like | 4 
Man that ſhould ſpend all his Tim 
in making Keys for certain Cabill 
nets, and never unlock any of chen 
For Languages are nothing elſe but 
10 many Keys to open the Treaſure x 
of Knowledge, that are lock'd wil 
in hard Words; yet vain Man wou 
be admired, upon the Account off 
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ory, I grant it is uſeful in its 
Find, as other Parts of Learning are. 
is a pleaſant Study, and gives a 
lan ſome Underſtanding of the Bu- 
Waneſs and Tranſactions otthe World: 
Nut in many Hiſtories there is little 


Placken, or ſome Party to ſerve. Be- 
aides no Hiſtorian can be an Eye or 
Far-Witneſs of every Thing he is 
. OT elate, but muſt take much upon 
WT ruſt. This Conſideration abates 
he Pride of this Knowledge, and 
eaches a Man to humble himſelt with 
he Senſe of his Imperfections; ſince 
t the tame Time that he finds his 
Mind furniſhed with a Number of 
Wir as, drawn from Hiſtory, he muſt 
Tila io confeſs himſelt unable to diſtin» 
guiſh the true Ones from thoſe that 
are tale, 


l : 


As to the Knowledge of Actions 
Things done, which is called 


2 ecrtainty, and Human Infirmity in 
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38684 Man's Happineſs. 
TER E is then only the Knowl 
ledge of Things, that ſeems to ai. 
at ſatisfying the Underſtanding. TI 
Study of natural Caulcs, with ti 
Contemplation ot the Works 
God, directed to a proper End, Wi 
both commendable,and of excellelif 
Uſe ; and I think a Man may bf 
a little traniported, when he hl 
made any Diſcovery bencficial if 
Mankind, cr maſtered ſome Pie; 
of excellent Learning, after much 
Pains and Study, yet this does n 
amount to any ſolid and laſting SM 
tistaction. The moſt ingenious Ar a 
tiſt cannot deliver himſelf fron 
Death; and then the Praiſe of Me 
will not profit him. He mal 
envy his ſurviving Fame, except 
be a fincere Chriftian,whoſe P: ail 
2s not of Men, but of God. Roni 
2. 29. | = 7 
. THex E are many Parts of L ca 
ning, Which are more curious thai 
uſetul, and there is much Laboulli 
= which tends to little real Advanragh 
\\8 . Suppoſe ſome great ue 1 
r oY | 


4 


| 
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$i tound our ſome new S014 
Kh obſerved,” That ſome of choſe 
Br mcrly viſible, are now vaniſhed 
1 difaþpear ; ot if he can trace 
he Footſteps of a Comet, of make 
x1 Ephemeris tor the Satellites; 
bele you'll ſay are pretty Things: 
But a Man that knows nothing at 

Il but Feſus Chriſt, and him crus 
Wikicd, needs not en vy him his great 
| atislaction, end is full out as hap- 
5 he. Solomon that knew more 
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„ has CONDI the Value of all 
lis s Knowle ge, and finds it amount 
a mighty Sum, even Vanity and 
fecation of Spirit. Redl, tn ts. 


5 istaQtion to the Mind, yet it.is ſo 
moſt: betore a Man can ſay he hath” 


he NES not from, the, Pol 


"v4 C75 i : 4 
3 a Peg! 


han any Man living can pretend 


W Bur let us jſuppoſe for once, 
hat Philoſophical Speculations do 
ring ſome Sort of Pleaſure and Sa- 


lecting and tranſient, its. gone al- 
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It; becauſe it proceeds, chiefly from 
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4 f San's Happineſs. 
ho of what. he knows; or 
bon 4s, We are F ot it, vil 
pe it, and tall to lome ot = 
e Ehquiry, 1 Klee en whence wit 
prothile to dur elyes, further Sat 
faden. Bur, his like all the re 
jenes $ in ihe Lurch; it. bein * 
onty * e Searth atter Knowledgl . 
that gives A linds a Diverſiani 8 
à nd fe eds. them 1 0 Hopes of 1 
imagine, Good ich vaniſhes 1 
the Poffelfi ſion, x. 9 — _ 1 a 
dei ne, jt th 1 5 
iy Labour 7 1 ohr ee 2 
re is 10 F 5 ou Jaboor, 
Vealing Bk ks th ere 4s 20 End X 
21 9725 Study iS 4 Wearineſs 11 
70 51 Fleſb. Eccl. {5 1 
BESIDES this gſuffiaiency 't 
= Learning, to bring any of 
- th Piste tothe Mind, there i 
„Ahöther Difadvantage, namely, #8 
Fe J. cantling of aur nderſtan 
in Gon For we Know to tew Thing 
in Compariſon of thoſe that ate ul 
Known to us, that we have mori 
| Eaute to be aſhamed of our len | 
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., chan to glory of uf 1555 
a 2c, Nin. to the i Water 
enſession of A learned 188 
a 1 bis 1 only know, that L Hm 
rbing. The OM Fave, A 
our Imperfection, and the 155 
„Man knows, he is more lea 
of his Wane. There! lutle 
ofit in his Lahour 8. bis. Ple lure; 
4 Twh into Bichler. 1 is, a Vexag 
| * on 'ot Spiri', thar * 9945 DES 
Leluded, a 99, ope,1s, di Py 
7 F pinted, and 5 "deferr, 555 mas, 
=: þ the Heart 725 . ly that in 
"cb 4/ifdom' there is rack 7 
4 be that increaſetb R. 
ereaſeth Sorrow. Ecbl. 1. | 
Bur Divine. Knowledge, is * 
Pore excellent, and. gives 4 reit 
15 debe to the Mind. * ] haver-. 
"ec a: End of all Perfection but . 
1 y Commandment. 11. "exceeding. 
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Is never weary of Enquiry, but is 


cteaſeth Joy, and in much. of this 


| this quiets his Mind. His Pleaſure 


deſires to improve all his Life, yet 


68 Pan's Happineſs, | 

and the more we ſearch into them or 
we find the mote deligbtful Enter 
tertainment. || For ꝛchatſot veihe 
Things were written atoretime ee 
Were written for our Learning 
that by Patience and Comfort of 
the Scripture we, might have Hope; 
and this Hope will not be ditap- 
pointed. He, that hath this Hape, 


more and more delighted, to be 
more aſſured of Salvation. He: dat 
ly finds Comtort in the Scriptures, 
till Hope ceateth in Enjoymens He 
that increaleth this Knowledge, us 


Wiſdom, there is much Happincſe. 


He, that is ſpititually minded, 
finds .an exquiſite Fleaſure in the 
Knowledge of à happy Eternity , 
and if other Thiugs do not anſwer, 


increaſeth with his Study, and, he 
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Men's Barrinefs. 69 
Wontented with what he AN 
ec auſe that is ſufſicient ta his main 
Wc fn; but che pious Mind pro- 
eeds, and is glad, to heat the Werd 
Truth. Ee holds a Commerce 
vith. Heavens and receives Light 
om thence: God hath provided, 
that all may learn, and all may 
e-comforted: A Man et mean parts, 
ober an; pious, is e pabie of this 
arning. Ie inward Man is res 
ewed Day Y Day, and f rengtheo 
ed in UDuderſlanding He is th _ 
way -delighied; becauſe he 
e in Grace, and in rhe 13 
4 of- our end and Sari dur Jes, 
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rue Gentiles. had ſome. Nation of a, 
Divine Influence in the Minds "of good 
en. SENECA faid, every good Man 1s a 
emple. and that the Divinity dwells with 
him. -Spirirus intus alit.— 80 that 
's is no new Thipg; but what they ſpake 

y Conzecture, our Saviour hath revealed 
lich. together \ with his own Diviniry, Jo... 4 
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end the Putt of the Juſt is as the 


70 n' Happintks, 


Jas Chriſt, and is filled with Jl 
and Peace in believing, till he a 
tain the Meaſure of the Fulneſa off 


Chriſt. Epheſ. 4. 13. 


Tus Wiſdom of Religion if 
the Principal: Thing, and the Holy 
Scripture the beſt Teacher of tha 
Hifdom. For It is Wildom from 


above. This is a Man's 3 1 
pineſs, becauſe he knows he is do 


ing his Duty, which every Man 
owes: to his Maker, and for which 
he was {ent into the World. It i 
the molt Manly Exerciſe, moſt al 
agreeable to his principal Fart, his ' 
tional Soul, It is the proper AQ 


on of Man ; and he, that exerciſeth 


himſelf therein, takes his Pleaſure 
He delights greatly in God 
Commandme nta, and bath more Vi- 
 derflanding than his Teachers, be. 
.cauſe the Law of God is his Medi- 


tation. He, that keeps bis Pres 
Cepts is wiſer than the Ancients, 
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_METVE waphiners. 71 
„ Light, that ſpineth more an! 
core anto the perfect Day. Prov. 


ru is a mighty Satis facti- 
Va and Comfort, in having done our 
WDuty. It is a Reward in Hand; and 
Sn Earneft of a future Reward. This 
WL omtort doth naturally ſpring 
p in a good Man, + greet Peace - 
ave they that love thy Law, and 
W-:thing ſhall ofend them. Ads of » 
WL icty arid Virtue are not only de- 
Wighttul for the preſent, but they leave | 
Peace and Contentment behind 
hem. — Theſe are Pleaſures 
which we ſhall never be weary of, 
Neither cloy'd with frequent Repe- 
Pition, nor ſated with long Enjoy. 
ment. There is no Pleaſure ſo laſt- 
Ina, nor yet fo delightful, as that 
rhich iprings from a good Con- 
Nience, and a Mind fatisfied with 
er's own Actions. When Troubles 
a (fault him, he can bear them with 
Patience, becauſe they increale his 
11 Re- 
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72 | war's Happinſs,” 


Rewarl, Ia the Maltitude of 
Thoughts, the Comtorts of God we i 
| freſh the Soul. Plal. 94,80 
Turk is indeed tome Dic 
culty, to attain to ſuch a happy Stati 
The Temptations of the World, au 
a Man's own corrupt \Inclinarions P 
mult be reſiſted and overcome: Bull 
then they give him the Opportuni 
ty of the I'wo greatcit Plentures 1s 
aocence and Victory. The righte 
ous Man finds a delicious Pleatare 
in improving his Victue...and :delpl 
ſing rhe Pleaſures of Sin. He'll 
highly pleaſed with his Choice, tha 
is agrec able to the Will of God, an 
he will not {hriak trom it 
The Lato of God 15 in his He att, 
and bis Footſt-Þs ſhall not ſlide 
Whatſoever Difficulurs Religions 
atrended with, they are all {wee 4 
„ned and made Eaty, by k the Aſſur 5 
rance of a great and crernhal Reward 
We have God's own Word for our 
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Man's Rappint ls. 73 
bath magnified his Word above. 
I bi; Name. Plal. 38, 12. 
. | Hex kz; as in other Paſſages of 

Wcripture, Name is put for any At- 
Fribute or Perſection of God; and 
WD avid praiſeth him, becauſe he 


oewed his Word, and the Faithful- 
WW: cis of his Promiſes to him, more 
minencly than his other glorious 


; Perſections, by which he is made 


oon to the World. His Promi- 
es were mere to be admired, than 
vy other of his Actions, becauſe 
there were ſo many Difficultics in 
Nhe Way, and thoſe Promiſes were 
wonderfully accompliſhed. But 


What was more than all ihe reſt, 

there was a Promlie made to David 
That the Me ſſi as ſhould deſcend from 
Shim, and his Faith was confirme 7. 


ere Pledges to aſſure him, That 
his more eminent Promiſe ſhould 
be accompliſhed in due Time; there. 
fore he faith, All the Rixgs of the 
Earth ſhall praiſe thee, O Lord, uhben 
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The Performance of other Promiſes 


® ff + 
K oo, — 

N . * N = 
J))77ã ne RT I CIC 
$ -Y 2 * nnd * - { 8 2 3 12 - _ I 
, . | oY * N —— * E. . . _— — 2 

* . * _ < Ap 
| * * A 

— 4 . 
d 1 1 1 


I r IS ie ee gh, 44 


— — — — a * 
3 N ' ä 
, * 
- 9 a — . * 8 


they received not the Promiſe. The 


| 38. 


44 San's haxinefs, 
they hear the Words of thy Mouth, 3 
Now the World is more happy, 


' Havitig received the Promites, if. 


they will apply them to the Uſe offi 
their Souls. God hath more high 
ly exalted his Word, and his Mercy 

is above all his Other Artribures 
Many Prophets and righteous Men 
have deſired to ſee thoſe Thing 
and have not feen them, and to hear 
choſe Things which ye hear, and 
have not heard them. All have had 
the Opportunity to accept of God 
Mercy; ant to rejoice in his Salva 
tion. St. Paul celebrates the Faith 
of many pious Men; yet, ſaithYe 


Meſſiat was to be a Bleſſing to all 
Nations, both before and after his 
coming 3 but his coming was the 
Perfection of all Bleſſing, God ha. 
ving provided ſome better Thin 
for us, that they without us ſhould 

not be made perfect. Heb. 11. 30 
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= Bans Happinefs. * — a 
Wu r ſhould be the Meaning 
| 1 of all theſe Promiſes, which 6s 


WGod's Defigns might be cunſi tent 
TW wich Man's Liberty? To what 
W Purpoſe were ſo miny Prophe:ies 
of the Od pring of David, it he was 
Woaly a Teacher in this World? Nea, 
he . David's Lord, and had anQ- 
ther Nature, in which reſpect be 
Vas not the Son of David, but the 
real Son of God, whoſe + Kingdom | 
W ſhall have no End. There were 
ao Promiſes nor Prophectes concern- 
ing Moſes, not any Gentile Teach- 
er of Moralicy, but abundance of 
: * Meſpacowhich were wonderiully 7 
& 2ccompliſh:d, fo as not to deſitoßx 
8 Mens Liberty, but to engage heit 
- Wills to ſeek their own. HappineG. 
W It is the Uabappineſs of Men, &&af 
Whey will zot — the | Herd of 7 
'Y rs xs en Things 57 1 
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Wo be fulfilled wondertully, that 
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76 Man's Happineſs; 
long to their Peace. Luke” rg 
42. 
Tr Word of God is the Help| 
of ur Reaſon, to direct us both to 
the pretent and tuture Happinels, 
and make the Way pleaſant to us, 
We make new Diſcoveries in the 
Works ot Providence, vaſtly ſurpa- 
ſing the Works of Nature. We ate] 
-agreeably ſurprized, to ſee the ad- 
mirable Methods of Divine Wiſdom, 
to bring about the Deſigns of God, 
wirhout infringing the Liberty of 
free Agents. We ſtand amazed at 
the boundeſs Extent of God“ 
Knowledge, without putting zn y py 
ctet Force upon Man's Will; 
ver find the perverſe Will of Men 
often influenced, or directed or de- 
feated by an inviſible Power. He 
hath prepared his Throne in Hea- 
deu, and his Kjngdom ruleth over 
all. Pial. 103, 19 
Fox it is an eflabliſh'd Rule 
Z with God, to permit Man to uſe his 
natural Liberty, and therefore he 
does not ſo dilcorer himſelf, as to 
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Sun's Happſnes. 77 
wer Human Nature; vst, he ſo 
Janitelts himicit by the Wildom ar 
W-. Providence, That he is known 
| govern he World. He changes 
De Purpoſes-of Men, as he turned. 
De Heart of Eau, when he came 
ein great Rage againſt his Brother 
aceb. He curbed the Pride of 
Farah, I That be might make 
WW: Power to be known. We find 
Worth Miracles and Providences, which 
th divert and inſtruct the Mind. 
They teach us to truſt in an invi- 
Die Power, and to rejoice in his 
Wighty Protection. They lay the 
oundation of Hope, L hat God will 
creaſe his Favoyr, if we be his du- 
Wiul Subjects; and that makes even 
W's Laws to be our Dan Mal. 
819. 77 | 
or then we find ourſelves 4 bl 
Peient, and not able to keep the Law 
the Divine Majeſty ; What ſhall 
ve: do to be 3 The , Holy 
: * ſhews us what neither the | 
Light 9 


af 1 an's happineſs, "N 


Light of Nature, nor all Hull 
— a could diſcover, viz. 18 
Great Salvation of God. It is 
maZzing to obſerve the Work of off 
Redemption; it would be be yo 
the Belief of Mankind, but that 
is {> well proved in the Scr iptu 1 
ik is above our Reaſon to compi 
head, but when it is revealed, it 
very agteeable to Reaſon. For Gi 
infinitely hates Sin, and his Lal i 
ſhould be ftricily obeye i, + yet! 
is recoxciled to fianers, by the off i 
-rings of au infinite Perſox, been 
gal to the Offences done ag ainiti 
innite God. This is a Myſtic 
fall of Wonders, which the Aug 
.defice ta-look into, to conte apl. 
he Wiſdom of Go 1; whereia Mal 
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may always improve his Knowledge 
and increaſe bis Joy with bis of 0 

derflanding. D 4 

IMA Nx Wonders attended t Y 
Law, u ich are 2 delightfal Sub 


, $68 of Mednation. * {be Misiſin. 
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Kim's Hopyinefs.- — 
„ of Condemnation Was glorious, 
„nuch more doth the Miniſtra- 
| x of Righteou(neſs exceed in Glo, 
=? The Law was attended with 
| decker and Prophecies onderlully 
ech which abundantly confirms 
f Auhority of the Holy Scriptures; 
| Wit che greateſt Wonder was not vis | 
# dle to the Eye. The Goſpel wis 
id in the Law ; for attho' the Faw 
Z Niet only condemned Sin; yet it 
ad ne ver been given for this Life 
ly; but that God intended by fome 
eans, to preſer ve the Lite of Man, 
Who! the Manner was not exprefſed, 
Nut cepreſented in Types and Fl. 
ores. This was the Exerciſe © 
BE ood Men, and David prays for dis 
7 Fine Help, Open tbou nine Eyes, that | 
= nay bebold the wondrous Things 


=: of thy Law. Plal. 119,18. 

1x is er to obſerve, how 
WGod's Deſigns were carried on with 
WomeObicurity, and there was good 
Reaſon for fuch Management, vis. 
hat Free Agents ſhould not be 
I RG eden ma n 2 
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on and eternal Life; at the ſam 


. a larger Meaſure of Grace to heli 
our Underſtanding, ; ; aud Chriſt i a 


do Man's Happineſs. | 


nor ſhou!d be under a Neceſſity if 
Believe. For if the Evidence hf 
been irreſiſtable, the Actions ot M 


Ty: 


3 


| ig 
bad not been free, and the Thiag bt 
could not have been brought abouf *. 


the Jews would not have cruc iq 


our Saviour, and then there had bet tl de 


no Sacrifice for Sin. It was allo 
rzeable to. the Divine Wiſdom,thi$ 
fan's Mind {6ould be exerciſed will 
on the molt noble Subje& of Relig 


e 
1 
ro 
12 

N 


Time providing, That none ſhouliiii 
want Means of competent Knowle 
ledge, who were careful to enquim : 
atter God; u ho loveth thoſe tha 
love him, and thoſe that {eek bi 
early, hall fend him. Prov.8 279. 

Now the Gripel is more * A 
ous, by a clearer Revelation, and 


the End of the Law for RighteonMf 


eſs, to preſent every Heliever peri 


. Tears the Judgment-ſeat ol 
mp | Ge 


S 


ac 6; 


l Rom. 10, 4. 


Man's Happiness. 8 
WJ]. Now the Divine Mercy ac- 
rs of Faith inſtead of perfect 
ighteouſneſs, if we are careful to 
Wbicrve the Law. Now God ac- 
W<cpts of leſs than we are able, and 
WR epentance for many Failings. But 
e better we keep the Command- 
WH cots, we ſhall be more in Pavour 
ith God, and receive more Benefit 
om the Son of God, to advance us 
igher in his Kingdom: For G 
W-wardeth every Man according to 
bis Work, yet infinitely more than 
e deſerves. * fle that believ. 
0 on the Son, bath everlaſting 
/e; God bath given unto vs e. 
ernal Life, and this Life is in his © 
Ws So. I Jo. 5. 11. | 
wor can with great Pleaſure en- 
Wertain our Minds, upon the Mercy 
f God in Chriſt, who makes that 
Wis beloved eAttribate, and in a 
lanner more than infinite. For his 
aſtice is infinite, and his Mercy 
ranſcends his Juſtices II Accordixg 
ENG re 


— — 


r 


2: 12; ® John 3: 36: U x Petz 


— 


— 
Nh 
. 
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Man's Dapptnels. 
to his e!undant Mercy, be hath bei 
gotten us again unto a lively Hope 
by the Reſurrection ef Jelus Thrill 
from the dead. Tis is not like o- 
rlier Objects, which being thorough. 
ly uhderflood, ceale to divert the 
Mind; arid are laid afide as empty 
7 'hings. the Piegſare ariſing from 
the Muc te lege of tlie Sox f God, 
is great and noble, and hath this Ad- 
vantage above all others, That there 
1s perpetual Matter of: Employ ment | 
fot the Inquiſitiveneſs of Human Rea. 
ton; and f 1 t jncreateth our Admi- 
ration, It will cxerciſe Man' 
Thought to the End of the World, 
and for ever be aur heavenly cer 2 
templation. F 
Fu Goſpel hath a peculiar Ex- 
cellency, thar it tranſcends the high- 
eſt, and defeends to rhe loweſt Ca. 
pacity. The Knowledge of Chrift 
exalis Oũr Affections, and the mean- 
eſt Men are capable ot being affect. 
ed With it. I js eafy to Aal Appte⸗ 


- to know the Love of God iu 
be ten. 
K 


Chrig ehen 1 


* — 


PMan's Havprinels, Wy 
ole of tar Mercy, + whereby God 
„ in Chrid reconciling himſelf to 
=: orld. | ie Poor have che 
pe! preached to them, and they 
an be made rich in Faith. The 
Wi congelt Underftanding cannot ful- 
Wy conceiye it, yet ir may be per- 
eive! by the weakeſt Mind. 80 
hat all Chriſtians may be happy 
a the Peace of God. The Pe ace af 
oa, which pajeth all UngerStan: 
=. Hall keep your Hearts and 
Mid hrougb Jeſus Christ our Lord. 
hi. 4 7. | 
Ss Sucs Happineſs is the Peace of 
od, it will always be the Ogject of 
Admirat ion, and can never be enough 
dmired nor is it known to auy 
ut him that hath it, and to him it 
Ws known by Degrees; ſo that he 
till perceives ſomething to remain, 
Wy hich cannot be tuily explained, yet 
till is the SubjeR ot Meditation. f It 
s reprelſented by the eee 
| And 


FREE 
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ä — 


*—ün 
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f. 2 Cor, f. 1g, {| Mat. 11. 3. + Rer. 
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84 Man's Happinefs, 
and the white Stone, which Chriliho 
gives to him that overcoineti. ic: 
the Philoſophers Stone coul 1 ba 
found, this would be more excellenW: 
It is the ſubltantial Plilolophy, and i 
the moſt pertect Kyoreledge, tho 
we cannot know It all in this Li: 
But it will fill increaſe, and improv 
Hur Happineſs, till it is complicated 
in Heaven. ile know the Love 
God, which paſſeth Knowledge, 
that we may be filled with all th 
| Fulneſs of God. Eph.3, 19. * 

Tuus we ſee how Divine Know 
ledge infinitely ſurpaſſeth Human 
Learning, and the Imperfection ol 
Human Learning teacies more to 
admire Divine Knowledge. Ther 
are Difficulties of real Worth in Ho 
Iy Scripture, which reward a dili- ; 
gent Search with true Pleaſure, add 
may exerciſe the moſt learned; andf 1 
there are plain Matters for the un- L 
learned, which afford them abund- 
ance of Comfort. The Word of Godlf 
is firly compar'd to the Light, and ia 
in Compariſon ol it, Human Learn- 
| ing 


* % cc 35 5 
1 — 
— — — 
+8, = 


0, 


- 4” PT = 
a oY "» oy — - Yy 4 Lc 4 Ro _ = l l \ 
r // NT 

- "a *** 2 FR ” 4 >» Ts * *. = N & we od! * 1 — | _ n = \ | \ 
| = 3 2 2 A A — OW. 
c - * ws «tap * - ar Sud * N 
6 2 =_ * 5 5 - — * R a 1 8 
. 1 * N 757 = 3 
- | * — a a” N 
* _ . 


- 4, — 4h:v%"*5; N tn 
% © \& - a 
— 2 ——— 3 
- . — — — — -- 4% > - 21 
„ as 2g on HR 7 I 4 
pY — o —— 2 «Hb = - 2 


nem, ON 


7... OT Tn 4: 15S 


Wo is Darkneſs. Light is ſo bene: 
Jia, that without it the World 


old return to the old Chaos; and 


Without the Light of God's Word, 
Die Souls of Men would wander in 
Mc dark. There is the Teſtimony of 
o Kings, that were famous for 
WV idom and Conduct. The one 
Ws, Ihe Commondment is a Lamp, 
Wd the other, Thy Word zs a Light 


Weading the Holy Scriptures, where- 
yo we are aſſiſted by good Interpre- 


ama Learning. Every Man 
WS nould employ his Mind, and im- 
rove his Knowledge, as far as his 
Condition of Lite will allow, and 
here he will fiad his beſt Recreati- 


on. We are delighted with new 


Piſcoveries, which we did not ex- 


Joubts, which gave us ſome Unea- 


God...” 
* 


man's happineſs, — 8, 


Ws it is experienced in the Geutiles, 


m/ Path. Prov. 6. 23. Pial. 


THERE 154 great Pleaſure in 


Warions, and this is the beit Uſe of 


rect, and are glad to clear up ſome 


nels, We rejoice $0 maſter a Difs 


35 


ſhould not ſtrain above our Capacity 
on; but when the Object proves to 


. OUr Stu y with Amazement. 558 


_ Eph. 3. 8. 


with Joy! 7 This alſo 1s here to be 5 
had. The Statutes of the Lord i 
are right, rejoicing the Heart, his 


Pan's Happinels., © 


ficulty, which before we could u 
underitand. In the mean Time. n 


: 


= 


nor mak? too curious Eaquirics int 
the ae Parts of Rcligi 


hard f tor us, we ſhould advance ou 1 
Faith by Humility, and concludq 


Riches of Chriſt are unſe archablii 


Do you then deſire to be happy 
Happy is the Man that findeth Wiſp 
dom, and the Scriptures will ſheu 
you how to find it. Would youll 
have Riches * with Pleaſure 8 
See lere it is, 4+ The Judgment 
ot the Lord are Lk to be deſired 
than Gold, ſweeter alſo 1 | 
and the Honey-comb. Would 
have your Eyes cnlightned — 
Knowledge, and your Hearts filled 


C om- 


Q Pſa "9. 10. & v. . 4 


5 : 2 


Man' $ Ha ppine ts. | 87 
mmandments are pure, enlighten- 
fche Eyes. Would you have 
Pur Souls converted to God, that. 
Eu may be for ever happy? The. 
MW Law of the Lord is perfect, con- 
Writing the Soul. Would you have 
Wc moſt excellent Wiſdom ? The 
Liptures are able to make you 
We unto Salvation, through Faith 
at 3s in Chriſt Jeſ at. 2 Tims 
= 15. 


— 


De COLLECT for the Second 
Sunda) in Advent. 


Lege Lord who haft cauſed all 
= Holy Scriptures to be written 
Wr our Learning, Grant that we 
in [ueh wiſe hear them, read, 


mark, 


* 4 


| P{al. 2 2 


88 Man's Happinels, 
mark, learn and inwardly digi 
them, that by Patience and Comfon ; D 
of thy Holy Word, we may embr ac 

and ever hold faſt, the bleed Hope 
of everlaſting Life, which thou haf 
given us, in our Saviour Jeſu 
Chriſt, Amen: _ 


bl 


2 
5 
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E 


CHAP. III. 


Fe Nature of that Wiſdom which 
= produceth Happineſs. | 


HAV x ſhewed what Sort of 
Happineſs is attained by Wiſ⸗ 
dom, for the Uſe of this preient 
Lite; ir conſiſts in a happy State 
of Soul, or a true Tranguillity of 
Mind, grounded upon the Faith of 
jw Chriſt, and the Practice of 
eligious Duties. It is a Peace 
within a Man's own Breaft, upon 
a comfortable * of being in Ea 
Fa- 


1 


96 Man's Hapyineſs, 
Favour of God, together with Pee 
and Foy in the Holy Ghoſt, Thi 
is Witdom and Happineſs in Conf 
junction, ſuch Wildom as the world 
Iy Wite and learned Sages could neff 
ver teach, and ſuch 'Happinets ail 
the World could neither give nol 
take away. If a Man i other 
wiſe minced, and think that M 
knoweth any Thing, he k newetif 
nothing as he ought to know. 
ar 8.9. 1 
Bur ſome Men have little or nll 
Apprehenſion of this Happineſs, b 
cauſe they do not employ theif 
Minds about it, and ſeem to ha 
a ſound Mind, when it is only a 
Inconſiderate Mind. They mall 
delude themfelyes, + ſaying, Pearl 
Peace, when there is no Peace; be 
cauſe they conſider not their Way 
But noMan, that hath juſt ThoughM 
can be eaſy in himſelf, without th 
Comforts of Religion; nor are a 
external Goods ſuſficicat to mii 


—— 


* 


.Wan's Happineſs, 91 
len happy, if they are not at Peace 
within. However Men may be. 
Jpicaſcd with 2 falſe Peace, the true 
One is a real Pleaſure. : In the low- 
Welt Circumſtances, ia Diſhonour, in 
WS ickneſs, in acute Pins, there is a 
far greater Happineſs with Peace of 
Mind, than Riches, Honour, Health, 
or the molt refined Pleaſures, or all 
ot them put together, can admini— 
ſter without it; and this is che pro- 
per Effect of Wiſdom. 5 
I come now to ſhe more partt- 
W cularly, the Nature of that Wil- 
dom, which pro fuceth Happinels. 
lc is not che Wiſdom of gathering 
Money, and accumulating Wealth, 
vor the Wiidom ot State, nor the 
Art of Government; not the Wil: 
dom of Addreſs and cunning Inh: 
nuation; in a Word, not the Wiſdom 
oc this World, that comes to nought, 
as the Apoſtle ſpea ks; but it is the 
Viſdom ot being ſincerely pious and 
1 religions; It is a ſpiritual Wiſiom 
clating to che Soul of Mia, 


aa! 


92 Man's Happinels. 


„I and he that gets this Wiſdon $ - 
' Joveth his own Soul. || It is the Wil 
dom of God in Chriſt ſeius, who io 


made unto us both Witdom af 


Righteouſne!s, Sanctification an 
Redemption. It 7s 1#7/dom from oe 
bove, which is pure and peaceablil 
Full of Mercy aud gaod Fruits, with 

out partiality and without Hype 
criſy: James 3, 17: — 
THis Wiidom is acquired D. 
ur Study, aſſiſted by our in war 
Inſiruction from God, and althꝗ 
there is a Divine Aſſiſtance, yer it WW 
not an caſy Attainment, nor u ill 
attained by carelets Men. — Will 
dom is not found by Chance, by 1 

by a diligent Search, and our ow 
Endeay our is the Condition of vl 
celving Divine Aſſi ſtance. II th 
Incline thine har to Wiſdem, ani 
apply thy Heart to Underſtanding 
if thou crieſt after Koowlecge,an 
litteſt up thy Voice for Underſ ta 
ding; it thou ſee et her as Sl 
va 


MM ———— 


2 1 


— amactaad — 


T Prov. 19. 8. 1 Cor, 1. 20, | 


Man's Happineli, 93 
"4 al and ſcarcheſl for her, 28 for 
ia [rote ; then hilt thou une 
| b Eritand the Fear cf the Lord, and 
Nad the Knowledge of God. For 
We Lord giveth Niidam; out of 
inathcometb Krowiedge aud 
erſtaudigg. FIOV. 2. 2, 3, 4 
. 6. 

fra e Goſpel ſaith, + IH any Man 
eck Wiidom, let him ask of God, 
ho givech to all Men liberally, and 
pbraidech not, and it ſhall be gi- 
n him. lt ſeems, Witdom 
ede had for asking; but then, 
wide Apoitle adds, He mall ask 
Wa baith, nothing vavering; he 
vaſt be conſtant in ſuch Qualifi- 
ations, as accompany Faith, Our 
IF Pon: Endeavours muſt be uled to 


onditiog of the nzw Covenant, 
WS: is the Law of the Goſpel, || That 


ee abou firit for the Heat that 
7c::beth not, as we do for that 


WH which periſheth. He char asketh 


— — „ 


9 


i James 1, 5. |} John 6, 27. 


o obtain what we deſire. It is the. 


of 
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of God, muſt be qualified for ail 
Eternal Lite is the Gift of God, auf . 


this Condition annexed to the 


able to do for our ſelves. He wil 


our own Reaſon is ſufficient. 
realonably expects a Duty fromij 


Therefore he would not contial 


a. 
* 


| fiance, 25 the weak State of tl 


94 Man's Happineſs, | 


ing, and act as a realonable Mall 


it is purchaſed for vs by Jef 
Chr:/i, yet ii is nat aſſured to an 
Perſon, but under cer ain Qualil 
cations, which are preſcribed | Fo 
the Goip:leAll the Gitrs of God half 


Wwe mei labour iu the Lord. 1 

15. 58. 
Fox God will not be aur Sk 

vant, to do for us; what we aff 


A, % 


not inſtruct us by his Spirit. whe 


as we have Ability to ſerve hun 


his extraordinary Gifts longer, thi 
the Church had need of them; bu 
having given all neceſlary 4 2 


: 25 NS 4 : oa a ie 
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Church required, he then letr vl 


at Liberty to uſe their, nacu 
Powers, and improve themſel ves 


Human Learning. Yet ordina 
Gi 


its ſtill continue, and they are no 
Ws Gifs, and not leſs to be valued, 
tho' we have ſome Work to dos 
efFruits of the Earth are God's Gifts 
et we mutt labour for them, and 
edſe only ſupport a mean Body for 
ſew Years; but ſpiritual G itts nou- 
b the Sou] unto eternal Life; 
Wherefore infinitely more valuable 
han our Work; + and without 


briſi we can do nothing. For - 
= Suffciency is of God. | 
We are but unprofitable Ser- 
Wants; all our Services are not ſo 
nuch as 4 Pepper Corn, in Com- 
Pariſon of the Eſtate, which God is 
Wplcaſed to beſtow upon us; yet he 
Waccepts thele Acknowledgments. ; 
nd ſurely it is our greateſt Wiſ- 
aon, to preſent them in the beſt 
Manner, with Humility and Thank- 
ful- 


* 
* 


f John 15. 3. I 1 Cor. 3. 5. 


do nothing. 


Theſe two Texts join'd are a full proof of 
Chriſt being God, one with the Father in 
Nature. For it is one God, of whom is 
our Sufficiency, and without whom we can 


96 Man's Happines. 
fulneſes. It is the neceſſary Preps * 
ration of Hiſdom, to form a rig 
Jodgmer:t of * to give ever 
Thirg it's iſt Value, to Bave great 
and Pri Thoughts of God, ang 
Proper Ones of ourſelves 3; and il 
be a?ways upon our Guard, rh 
we may not be led by falſe Appel 
rances, nor impoted vpon by err 
neous Opinions; if we 24 li 
reaſonable Men, and 4 rizhily vi 
lue Things moſt excellent, we ſha T 
by God's Help Fond that 'Wiſdon C 
which will make us happy, bo 
Here and hereatrer. Fe 
Burt I em to ſpeak of WI don : If 
as it brings a preſent Happineſſ 
and ſhall now ſhcw rrore partico 
larly, in what fevers] AQs it diſo 
vers it ſelt, of which theſe are il 
Principal, viz. 


Firſt, C l ien 
2dly, Moderation. 


"by. ha. eg* of W> 
I. cu — — — — — ; 


 } Phil. 1. 20, 


Wan's Happinels, 7 

ay, Government of the Paſ. 

a 3 "JOY 4 

arthly, Contentment. 

cthly, 1» making our Calling aud 
Election ſure. 

6thly, In ſecuring a good Cons 
ſcience. 5 


E, A Wiſe Man having any 
W>clign or Enterprize in View, will 
conſider well what he aims at, and 
ow to accompliſh it. * For what 
Nan intending to build a Tower, 
itteth not down firſt, and count 
Neth the Coſt, whether he hath ſuf- 
cacient to finiſh it. In like manner, 
ale, that propoſeth Happineſs to 
himſelf, will confider what Degree 
of Happineſs is to be expected, and 
and how it may be beſt attained. 
If he aims at perfect Happineſs in 


Jon himſelf; ſo that herein will 
be found neither Happineſs nor 
Wiidom. For 


Ah. * 


| SlXuke 14. 3 . ki 


2 - * * D 7 
L 4 * * "> 
” : * * 
: 8 
3 4 


Irhis Life. he will but impoſe up- 


the greater that any 2 | 


2 — — — 


. . Dan's Happineſs. 


ee 8 Expettarions are, if he N 
cee nct, the greater is his U 
papp ineſs and Diſ:pp»intment, 
Wiſe Man therefore bewares ( 
* a' lalſe Step at firſt, leſt { 
the reit prove unluccelstul, and 
He found contriving Milchiet 1 
himſelt, inſtead of 1 a 
aggravaring upon himielt che Co 
- Inn. Mileries of Mankind. | 

CONSIDERATION ther 
2 main part ot Wiidom ; it puts 
234i Mind, that Heaven is not to 
:Qxpeced upon Earth; and chat 
mut be content with iuch a M 
ure and Degree of Happineſs her 1 
uss conſiſtent with a State ot Pro 7 
ion and M- rtality. We are tau 
Sto wait tor Aflictions in this Lili 
and that jach Trials are necefſaf 
-:for the confitming our Faith, tor i; 
iExercile of Grace, tor the purify 
dur Manners, and that Patience m 4 
have its pert ta Work, in ordert 
tain a future Reward; 1 fay, fin 
the Scripture abundantiy teaches 
his tor 1 us at t the tame Time toe 
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an undiſturbed Eaſe and perſecx 
Slicicy, is not a. part of Witdom 

t of Folly and Madaeſs. Every” 
s 4 de aleth with Know , 
185 Pro v. 13, 16. 
80 that by temporal Happinenk 85 
maſt not underſtand a Free om 
m Sickneſs and Pain, Griet aud 
ars, Mortality and Death, but on- 
the moſt comtortable State of Lie, . 
it the pretent Time is capable oo, 
ording to every Man's reſpectise 
rcumſtances ; which, thy? ir come 
ſhort. of berſection yet it is 
nſiderable, and well x orth looking 
ter. Now this is atrainabls by Wife. + 
Im, and happy is the Man thats. 
ds it. It then we are opp elfe 
der any. Grievances, Wildon 
acheth us to conſider, That theſe +. 
pgs happen alike to all Mankind, 
at this is not our reſting Place, 
at the ſtrong Hold and Fortrefs of 
tr Haptineſs is Peace of Couſci- 
ee 423 Hope of Salvation; and 

Pat, as without this, all the World 
nnot make ns babe, 15 Having * 
INE | this 
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100 Man's Happineſs. * 


our Pe ace nor ſhike our Felicity, 


tedge, that made the great Philo 
ſophers of old ſo uncertain about 


ſure Foundation; nor could they 


immortal Life, which Chriſtianity 


Wiſdom ſuꝑgeſting this Conſidera- 
tion, doth ſtrengthen and fortiſ 
Reſo ution; ſo that, as a Rock bids 
Defiance to raging ons © Out 
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cerning the SUMMIUM BONUM.——\ar- 
cus Varro in libro de Philoſophia tam mul. 
tam dogmatum varietatem diligenter & ſub- 
tiliter ſcrutatus adoertit, &c. Aug. de Civ, 
„ ay | 5 
7 2 Tim. x. £0. 
8 0 A 


5 this Security, all that the Wo | 
can do againſt us, cannot break g 


Ir was the Want of this Know: 


their /ummum bonum, or Chief Good 
For altho? they taught many notabe 
Leſſons about it, yer they knew no 

where to place it, for want cf if 


enforce it with that aſſured Hope off 


. affords. + This only hith brought « 
Life and Immortality to Light.Now 
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' 4+ Varro computed near 300. Opinions con if 
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lappineſs remains impregnable in 
ie midſt of Adverſity. Therefore, 


ich the Apoſtle, I take Pleaſure 
J Diflreſſes for Chrit's ſake, 2 
or. 12. 10. ” Eh 
s Seconuly, In Order to our Hap: 
Winels, Wijdom teacheth MO DE- 
RATON, by which I underſtand 
& prudent and temperate Ute of 
Wemporal Bleſſings, which Provi- 
Hence has put into our Hands, ſuch 
Ws, Meat, Drink, Apparel, and o- 
ber Accommadatious of Life. And 
Wt is no {mall part of temporal He. 
icity, to have kept a Comcience 
void of Offence towards God and 
Aan, in thoſe very Things. But he, 
that is conſcious to h:miclt of wild 
Extravagance and hainous Guilr, 
knows oo ſuch Thing as Happineſs. 
WH ben Luft bath concerved, it brings... 
eib forth Sin: Aud Sin woven it 
oy - 5iſhed, bringeth forth Death. 
Jam. 1. 15. | 48 
Fox firſt, Exceſs and riotous 
Living, with idle Expence of Time, 
cannot be innocent, but is certainly 
=o FAN 2 oft-y — 
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offenſive to God, as it is a great 1 F 
order in his Work, and a vile Abule 
of his Creatuses. The Abuſe -of 
_ KRcaſon is a Defilement of God's | 
mage, and reproacheth it's Maker, 
. Secondly, Beſides the Sintulneſs of 
Prodigality, it waſteth many a fait 
Eftate, and not only tends to Po ver. 
. bat is the Occaſion of fraudu- 
leat Dealing. It robs both other 
Men, and a "Man's own Family, fo 
that he may be worſe than an In 
fade! 1 Tim. 5. 8. Thirdly, Intem. 
perance is a fort- of Self-Mnrder, 
and feads a Man untimely to the 
Grave, whole Days might have been i 
prolonged by Maderation, in Con- 
junction with honouring hisParents. 
For it is this Part of Wiſdom, hat 

. bath length of Days in ber Right 
Hand, Prov. 3» 6. 
B u it Strength of Nature ſhould 

hold out long againf the Aſſaults of 
Iatemperance, When a Man is Con- 
Jgious to himielf ot being a Sort of 
Ce nxiballthat has devoured Orphans, 
Wi . ad allowed down a _ : 
=__ i q 4t 


Wan's Happineſs. 793 2 
that might have kept up a flouri- 
ſhing Family for many Gezerati- 
ons, and might beſides have been a 
WE Relict (in charitable Hands) to 
dme Poor and Needy, How can ſuch 
gan One find any Peace or Happi- 
gneſs? Therefore let vs take the 
Apoſtles Rule, Let your Modera: 
tion be known to all Mea. Phil. 
? 50 T this Rjqe is broken on 
both Hands, ſor the Meaning is not, 
Phat all Men ſhoald fare alike, and 

W wear Cloaths juſt of the ſame Staff; 
but, That every Mas ſhould uſe 


1 7 

Ws 
1 

| , We 
5 
7 


W /titable to bis Quality, neither uo 
live profujely above bis Fortune, 
nor too nigardly below it. For 


'Decency, and keep up a Decorum 


be, that hath a plentiful Eftate,and © 


cannot afford himſelt Convenien- 
cies proportionable, offends againſt 
a Moderation.as well as he that wears 
Gold, and is.not able topay for it. 
Bur thirdly, A third Things 
which Wiſdom teacheth, in Order 
to our Happineſs, is, The Gevern- 


N. ö 
'$ +>. * 7 


nens 

N y $4 8 
4 x Þ ks | 4 
* L E —_ 


„ aws wer ner 
ment of our Kiko} ker Th, 0 
impoffibſe for a Man to live hape 
pily or telerably at Eaſe, that ons 
every ſlight Occaſion, gives Re iar 
to Rage and Fury. It may Teenie 
ſtrange, That any one ſhould be H. 
Love with'Strite cr Contention: O, 
that any ſhould vex and rorrheiti 
themſelves and others, When ver 
little ails them, bell des their WI 
fervere Humours and unruly PA 
fons; yet ſuch there are, and fool 
of ſuch an awkward Temper, Thy” 
il they can but plague” others, the 
are content to be ae hen Ne 
ON x Man quartets with even 
„One he meets, another repiges all 
bis Neighbobrs Welfare, a thing 
„cöntends for Precedenee, and thin 1 
himielt not reſpected enongb; "A 
Hence tometh Envy, Strife; Roi 
"Hp. erer eg. And Wide 
others that pretend to be s ffronted, 
agd cannot bear it, rhis 'produceth 
Wb and Bloodthed. ee 
1 ', om 
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Man's Happinels, 10. 
om qualifies all thoſe Heats and 
omults, and makes the Mind ſe- 
ate and calm. For what worſe is 
oy Man for being envied, deſpi- 
ed or affronted? The beſt of Men 
Have been fo uſed, and they are ſtill 
She better for bearing Injuries with 
atience, and paſſing by Affronts 
Vith Diſcretion; but by tevenging 
Whemſelyes, they uſurp a Divine 
Right; For Vengeance is mine, 1 
ill repay, ſaith the Lord. Rom. 
12, 19 | 3 
Axe ER indeed may he juſt, 
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3 and may conſiſt with Happineſs 
coc, fo it be with Moderation. Fot 
it is neceſſary, that Men ſhould be 
adiſpleaſed with what is done amiſs, 
and {hew a proper Reſentment, that 
Oftfenders may be aſhamed, and 
made ſenſible of their Error; but 
this ſhould be done without Bitter- 

1 neſs, and as much as poſſible in 


the Spirit of Meekneſs. + Be ye 
angry and fin not. The Paſſions 
_ - are 


{ Epheſ. 4. 26. 
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are eſfential to Human Na 
no Man can live without chem. uuf 
they are of great Uſe, when rig 
If applied, that is, to deſend 05 
due and oppoſe Vice; and it is evey 
Jan's Duty, to regulate and goveſ 
hens, in Order to his own Tranquil 
-Tity: . Bleſſed are the Meek, «ff 
"they ſhall inherit the Earth. Me : 
1 Tar Meek better enjoy wh | 
{they have, than angry Men can e 9 
joy great Wealth; for as the E i 
ments of the material World a 
© uſeful and neceſſary to the Being i 
Mankind, yet when enraged the 
become fatal, and de vour all bel 
1 then; ſo the Paſſions of the St 
e good 1 in themſelves; and . 
"'Povern'd are a Plealure to us, b 
hen they are excited and inflag 4 
"ed beyond the it due Bounds, ch 
are moſt pernicious, and defirudi 
"of all Kin Tang A Ken tas 
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t Plus mihi nocitura est tra Joon, I 
_ tia. Sen. de Ira, I. f. 4. 4 
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hans Happineſs, 37 
e that is ſoon angry dealeth fool. 
%. J. Therefore let all Bite 
«% aud Wrath, aud Anger 4nd 
amour, and evil ſpeaking be put 
way from you, and all Malice, and N 
"vc — one £9 ee 1 
earted, ForfgzU2ug one auot ben 
en 4. G0 for Ehctit's ſake hath 
Worgiven you; —— And, this 15 that 
Which Wiſdom teacheth, as the 
10 Happineſs, both Here, and 
_ crater. t axneth 
WENTMENT, that is, to he 
ontented to with our Condition, 
ea. faith St. Paul, in what) ever 
_ te I am, therewithto be conte gt. 
his it a noble Leſſon, gg and 
great Advancement towards Hap- 
rially two Things. 
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Fira, 4 free and ebesrtet g- 
miſſion to God's Will and Plea- 
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1 a Wigs As for Submiſſion _ 
Divine Will, there is the ſtrongel 1 q 
Reaſon thar can be. For He, tha 
made the World and can in a Moll 
ment deftroy it, has certainly 
Right to govern it, and no Man ci 
be ſo fool hardy as to diſpute hi 
Authority. And fince the Order 
Nature requires, That chere thoul Hh 
de Superiors and Inferiors, . Mallu 
- and Servants, Rich and Poor, hie 
er, lower and middle Stations, FT: 
Men cannot be at the vpper End 
the World, and therefore every oi 
ſhould be content with his propa 
Station. For to repine at ' God 
Ditpenſations, is to preſume, in oi 
fegt, to direct God, and pretend 
obe Wiler than him; our Endea vou 
muſt accord with our Prayers, Ih 


ihe Will of© God may be done | 
Earth, as it is in Heaven. Moi 
j 26510. boog bis „ 3:43 C1... 
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Manis Happinels: 02. 
MM 1Granw this is no caſy Let 
os to thole that are in Miſery, and 
erplex'd with their Affairs; yet all 
len ought to learn it tor their Com- 
Wort, and chere can be no Happine ſs; - 
Without it; nor can a Man be bet- 
er, bot he is ture to be the worſe, 
Wy 1261112 aguinit God. If God 
ed hath placed us, or permitted 
Ws co tall, under ſome Difficult y, ar, 
ic is the hardeſt Caſe, to live 
Da Pain, he tis no leſs a Friend to 
„ foce cheſe are but Trifles, in 
empariſon of the Recompence, 
A hich will ſucceed our preſeat-Sut- 
ring Vertue is to be tried here, 
7 n Order to an immenſe Reward, 
od che. harder any Command, is, 
he Obedience is mote. valuable, 
d the Reward. will be more 
We lo: ious ; fo glorious a Reward, as 
au inipire a Man with Joy, in bea- 
=”; all Things, to obtain ſo vaſt' a 
Rec mene. 1 Core TJ» Brix Hog 
Buer it is to be obſerved, That 
molt of Mens Sufferings, come by 
their own Fault, and good Reaſonn 
„ 16 IS 


110  Man's/Happineſs; * 
they ſhould bear the Evils ith 
bring upon themſel ves. + hy dat 3 i 
the living Man complain, à Mu 
far the Puuiſhment of his Sint e. 
Many Pains are the natural Bde.: 
ol Vices, and ſhew the Ditpleaſunl 
of God againſt them. Ia this Caf 
it Experience will make Men'wije 
Repentance will be their Comfort 
and this is God's Deſigu in thote li 
Vik, which he hath fixed upon 14 
weral-Sins, to bring them to Re 
pentance. This is a Kind of Haff 
pineſs to the Sinner, that he hall 
vet Room to eſcape. eternal Dan 
nation, and may attain to everlal 
ing Happineſs. The afflicted Si 
net may rejoice at his own, Reper 
"ance, ſince there is Foy in He 
venue one Sinner. thetrepenteth 
Luke 15. 7. he 
In we labour undet any. grie! 2 
aus aĩas, not ſrom our actual Sic 
but the Eftacts of our ſintul Statt 
855 Rape age Haun ar 10 
MON DAS 1H] ne 2 
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ar fy upward. This is the 
ie order ot Providence, to bring 
Hout what all have Need of, Re- 
Wet ance for all our ſius; and this 
s our Comfort, That we have out 
uffcrings here, and ſball be deliue- 
e from the Wrath to come. If 
Pe ate in Miſery, it is 2 Mercy 
e are not worſe. It is a Mercy 
hat we are yet alive, and have not 
een cut off in our Sins, when Hell 
pen'd its Mouth to receive us. It 
sa Mercy that we have Time to re- 
f a dent, and are called to it by Sick- 
Ness. It is another Comfort, That 
K Ve now ſubmit to God's Will, and 
ball receive everlaſting Conſolati- 
on. Let them that ſuffer according 
zo the Will of God, commit their 
W Souls to bim in Wel-doing, asun- 
Wo a faithful Creator. I Pet. 4. 19. 
240% TA Wiſdom of Castent- 
vying others, upon the Account of 
their Wealth, ſtom Fovering Bay 
any Thing that is theirs, and from 
murmuring and complaining, that 


we 
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We” are not ſo well Provided for 
'others. -' For any of ches u f 
Ruin of Contentment, withoy 
-which thete can de n *Happineiil 
But it is a Happineſs: for / apo 
Man, to be free from e nviqi 
Thoughts, and the reſtleſs Cra vim 


of Covetouſneis, with:all impatict | 4 


Complaints, and to reſign his Cot 
cerns into the Hands of God. J 
in God, + caſting all jour «Cuff 

upon bim, who careth for 5 

This is what Wiſdom reacherh, | 1 


Order to our preſent Hap pine 


and it is a good Step towards Hy 
pineſs here after. 
Bor let no Man tine, - Ts 

S Ace Care upon God, ag 
Reſignarion to his Will, is any 2 
coursgement to Idlenets or care 
Seeutity. For the Neglect of 0 
„ and neceſſary Buſineſo 
an Hrrot on the ot her Hand, al 
very fintul ; for it tempts God4 
ed and maintain us * extraonf 


+ x Pet. 5. 7. 


Han's Happineſs. Inq © 
ary Means. But when properMeans - 

ad Induſtry ha ve been uſed and 
ſet the Succeſs does not anſwst, 
hen is the Time to reſign out ſelves 
o the Will of God, and to depeatli 
pon his Providence. / Stud) 22 15 
niet and do q OWN Buſine i, 
vorking with your own Hands, 
bat ye may walk honeſtly towards 
en that are withent, end that 
enn bave lack of nothing, BY 
hel.. 4. 11. | TAE 

Tux is no Man doubts the 
awilulneſs of getting or improving 
pn Eſtate, ſo it be by honeſt Means. 
ut let ſuch have a Care, howt 2 
ice their Happineſs in Suge 
let them not truſt i a 
Riches, leſt they be ſhametully diſ- 
appointed. ” They ſhould ber ever 
mindtul of the Fountain ot all goed 
Things, that they may employ his 
Bleſſings to his Honour, and tothe 
Support of the Needy. Such Ver- 
tue will turn to their. own Aflvan- 
tage; ic will be a Comfort on the 
Bed of _ ickneſs,cand the King of 
1 2 Q gc, 0 T1 2 
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Terro s hall not make them a frail 
Crus that are rich in this World | 
may be glad to do good, that the 
may berich in good Works, read 
to Uiftribute, willing to com 
date, Ich ing up for themſelves 
g Foundation againſi the 1:m 
to Tome, thut they may lay Hold 
ererial Life: 1 Tim. 6. 18, 19. 
But there are lome Men «ff 
yood Senfe and Underſtandingzthlf 
ave uſed all poſſible Induſtry, al 
allo Frugality Nor many Years, anf 
vet are bard put to it to get Bread 
What muſt theſe Men do, or when 
K [Their Happiness? It Is hen 
befote us,. Hop) 11 K ü 
that fudeth Wiſdom. 3 ' Gob 
. with Contentmeit 7s res 
5 A go Mau ſhall be Ji 
Th 4 4 fron: himſelf, in bis Rig hie. | 
bus. Coprſe of Life. If he Cann 
© adyance fi jimlelt” in the World, .& 
can ' raiſe his Mind above ita ind th 
Pile the Ittle 1 hings ofthis Won 
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Man's HappineCs. , . 
ccording to the. Goſpel; Precept; 
ave not the World. nor the Thidgs 
hat are in the World, having thus 
001 Realon for. it, That if any 
an love the | Wart, the Lave of 
e Father is not. is bim. 7 Joha 
15. 

Ir is both an acceptable Obedi- 
nce, and neceſſary Prudence, to 
e indifferent towards the Things 
f this World, Without this Wit. 
om, we cannot be ſettled in 
Pierable State. We are overjoy” 
Prith little Advantages, and. pre- 
ently overcome with Griet for 
he leaſt Diſappointment. ende 
vils would de prevented, if we 
N a true Value upon the Things 
t this World; We ſhould much 
eſſen the Naber and Greatneſs 
Wt Misfortunes. We ſhould then 
zndeavour to perſwade out ſelves, 


1 hat there is but on 75 Misfor- . 
Dise which can befal, 2 Man, that 
% find el in 4 Far or to 
eve an, Thing to reproach him- 


ef wp Win, and this. mould. be our 
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Hearts Delight, to ſecure the mi 
valuable Treaſure; that is, 2 Heil 
 Henly Inhe ante; and this is 
Wifdom teacheth in the Het ola 
Itllly, T's make our Calliag "an 
Elx ct iuu fare; that is, to fh=w ſal 
Diligence and Care in our EW 
a and es and to behave on 
1 {elves in lueh a Manner, as may bi 
1 an Evidence to us, That we belonl 
ro: Chriſt, I as being conform 
to bis Image.” Ibis is or Sec 
rity, that we are the Children 
800, and ſhall be received into bil 
| everlaſting Kingdom. This is till 
only ſure Inheritance. which if 
oegnqdeavour for, we ſhall certain 
\bf | Obtaia, and if we obtain, ſhafh ff 


J 


5 


_ifallibly keep. A Man cannot Wil 
all His Piety ſecure his Eſtate, bij 
that which is infiaitely' beitergii 9 
can make his Calling and! Elec 
i "Fire. There muſt be Faith in- 
ic Flce; to fupply our Want 
158 Fetlection; and beſic des #is, gun i 
HO .. * 1 


4 
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Diligence, aud to jour Faith 
cite, Knowledge. Temperance 
al Chriſtian. Ver tue s. For if 
bee Things be in youand abound, 

bey make you, That ye Hall zei- 
her be harren nov unfruitſul i inthe 

nicole ige of our Lora Jeſu us Chr. | 
Pet. I. . i 
Fo true Faith; cannot Dal un- 

Ktive, but Will produce an agree- 
ole Practice, and Practice will im- 
rore ont Faith. If we keep rhe 
omwandments, Chriſt will make 
5 more acquainted wich him; but 
we can have no Friendſhip. with 
im, without | ſincece Eadeavours 
o kecp his Commandments. 
Chriſt ſümits his Kindnels, to his 
i riends, + And zone are bis 
rien as, but thoſe who, keep bis 


0 other Mark or Diſtinction of 

1 od's Elect, no other Way to make 
is Calling and Election ſute. We 
1 need not ſearch into God's ;- Decrees, 
but 
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ommandments... And there neecs 8 
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18 Wan: 8. Vappinets, 
but keep his Commandments, and . 
we are late. * If our Heart "cop f 
demm as not; 1571 babe wwe Co 
1 totale God. "Wherefore, 0 
the rather, Brethren, give Dili 
gence to make your Calling 4 E 
lectioꝝ jure; for if toe do those 
* o fall ze ver fall. 2 Pet | 

LO, + 

WHrHar can a Man want, th 
make him happy, who hath enough 8 
in Contentment, and Abundance, 0 1 
Expetctation? being made an Heli 
according to the Hope of 'erernal 
Life. This was that which“ the 
Wiſeſt Moraliſts ot old wantedzand 
wherein all their Schemes, of Hal 
pineſ. were detective; they any 7 
a Saviour to rely upon, and to could 
have no Title to rhe Promiſes of b 
eternal Lite, df which we have a 
fure an! ſtediaſt Hope, by Faith in 
Cheiſt Telus, and ſincere Obedience 4 
0 hs Oppeln. Ly Let * therefore 
Breaf!: Hat 
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Bails napyiners, 15 1 
ui and Love, and for. ani Het 


Pet the Hope of Salvation. «For 
od bath. 205 appointed 1 


N Porath, but to obtain Salvation | 
nr Lord Jeſus Chriftc: adnd. | 
0 oben C briſt, who ig ] Life, ſpall = 


ear, then ſhall je alſo 4 ear 
: wn him in Glory. Col. 3. 4. PP 
Lafily, T xs Wiſdom ot Religi- 


5 En directs the particular Way and 

"cans, to make our Calling and E- 

NN tion ture, and to compleat our 

aappineſs in this World, +by keep-: | 

WL a Conſcience void of Offence to- _— 

rd, God, and towards Man. A 1 

"WE lamorous. guilty Conſcience is ann 

1 

"Wntollcrabic Evil, A wounded. Spi- 

7 Wit who can bear? But there is as 1 
uch Happineſs i in a: good Conſci 
ece, as there is Mitery ina bad ont. | 
N g Canſcience is à continua! 
, 2 perpetual Solace to the- 

2 155 and meets one with ſubflan- : 

1 al Pleaſure: at every Turn. It re-. 


2h the indufirious Search with 6 i 
= "2 
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ems vapplnefs. © 
Aoi Happixe jc, and all o ocher al 
of Wildom tend to this Point. 
vigorous and plealant Influence i 
the, religious Soul, upon a firm E 9 
. pectation of future Glory. peace! 
Mind is one Heaven in Poſleſſionl 
and hath another in Reſerve, hecaiſ 
God bath called us. to. big etern 
-Glory by Jeſus Chriſt. 2 Pet 5511 
Cos cI EN Cx is Reaſon co, 
ſidering and judging. ot a Ma 
Actions, and according to the. 
Of Reaſon, luch will be the Conſc 
ence, lagacious or catelels. Ti 
muſt be diligent Enquiry, to ella 
liſh a ſound Confcience, that uf 
judge impartially. All Vertues mul 
join to form a good Conſc ĩence,a 
every Vertue contributes to our Hi 
Finck is only an unitorm pid 
Lite, that draws Comfort. tromtl 
Conſcience, and that is a certi 
. which is neither liable 
Accident, nor expoted to 1njurf 
but there are ſtil new, Delights 
the Survey of a pious Lite, all 
this is our rejoicing, the Jedi 
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* 4 * . 2 
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IP Bappfnieks. 121 
f gονςi. / rental = 
Simplicity and 5 iy" Siniveviry 10 
Le ve 5 by * — 
7 FGod, we have had o Conver- 
A in ide World. 2 n Ten, 

i 511 300 ei os. | 
"Tx ur Happineſs öf Man in the 
oture State confiſts in being like 
od, and ſo it doth in the preſent 
ile, in being as Hike him as: We ran, 
the higheſt Degree of PerſeRtion, 
1 our preſent Capacity win d- 
- and when we ſpeak of Hap: 
1 whether conſiſting in Wik 
Won or Holineſs, or Peace of Mind, 

pported by the Faith of Chi, 
in the Righteouſneſs f Faith, 
eſe are but different Expteſſibns 
{the ſame Thing; or it diſtiacxł 
Wofidered; their Actions dept 


ne upon another, and maybe cont. * 
hg chended in having a Conference, 
1 8 hich lays hold upon the! 

aut the Goſpel, and ànſwers the Ch 
5 W422 covenant. Por Baptiſm doch 
eus by the Reſurrection ot Chrif, 


1 22 Gas Sh ppitivts, © | 


not through the external Waſhinl 
»_ ehe Body, but upon 2 A0 
3 Conſcit te. | Ver ö 
2 Fg 
F rr Goſp el gives Relict to th 
Conſcience, which would be ai 
tteſſed in itfelt; beeavſe it mud 
abates the Severity of the Law. a 
accepts of imperte& Righteouſſeſ 
But it doth not accept of a/wicksl 
Lite, and great Neglect of God 
Service. We mult walk accor dig 
to the Tenour ot the Goſpel, in {inf 
cere Endeavours to be Holy, whidf 
God accepts tor perſect Rivhteolf 
neſs. We muſt have Faith in C 
and Works agreeable to that Fail 
True Faith tormeth a good Conj/l 
ence, Conſcience puriſieth the fl 
ner Man, Purity ot Mind give 
Peace. + For the End of the Cu 
nan dme nt 2s Charity,qut of. a pu 
Heart; and of a go Conſcient 
«nd of Faith unfeiened. It is bf 
| Vertue « of OP Sacrifice, N i 
l 


1 
F "IM t ; 
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U. Eph. 4 3m. © Phil 4. 11. 
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, Hearts are ſprinkled from an 
Bil Conſcience: Heb. to, 22 
as Conſcience ſo quali fed. 1 
s Happineſs to all Confitiohs 
1 Me, It is the poor Man's 
omtort to have a clear Conſcience, 
ho) he wants thole Advantages, | 
hich others miſtake for. Happi- 
Sefs, There is a great Delight ian 
juſt Senſe of having done good 
our Generation, and fairly acquit- 
ad ourſelves, in whatſoever Truſt 
ad Capacity we have been concer- 
Wed. A vaſt Pleaſure ariſeth'to the 
Poul, as being in Favour with the 
5 mighty. . There is every Day a 
ech Spring ot Joy, as we are + 
rreſul to maintain good Works, 
. to lay up Treaſures in Hea- 
Works ot Charity pleaſe our 
Re Father, becauſe we imi- 
ate his Goodneſs, and are Aſſiſtants 
his Providence, i in relieving his 
oor Creatures. He, tbat hath 
5 B on the Poor, lendeth unto the | 
Ke 


f Tit, Pn n Mat, 6. 20. | 


124 Man's Happineſs; * 
Lord, And that which be bath gi⸗ 
ven, will he repay him agaiu.P roy 
B u T as all our Wor ks are In 
perfect, and we are guilty of many 
Sins, + there is Death in our Na 
ture, and we cannot merit eternal 
Liſe. Therefore Faith in the Son 
of God compleats the Chr iſtian, 
and makes us accepted in the Be. 
loved. This is a great Happineh 
to Sinners, that a quiet Conſcience 
is atrainable, in this dangeroul 
State of Sin; and notwithſtanding 
our natural Incapacity, a good 
Conſcience built upon the Faith 
Chriſt, ſecures to us the heavenly 
Lite, + becauſe the Son of God hath 
lo ved us, and waſhed us from our 
Sins in his own Blood, * and by 
his Stripes we are healed. This i 
delighttul Health to the Spirit, a 
to be healed of thoſe mortal Wound: 
which Sia hath made in our * | 
and 


Rs 


— a. 
tt 


12 Cor. 1. 9. || Epheſ. 1. 6. + Rev 
J'S r e 


Manis bappinefs. wo. 
nd to have our Conſciente purged | 
om dead Works.to ferve therLiv-" 


x 


f g God. Heb. 9. 14. % Tale 


* 


. 
Wx arc by Nature dead in Sin, 


9 

aeing no Principle of Spiritual 
ide, nor any Senſe of our wretch- - 
State. + But we are quick - 


ed te gether with Chriſt, and re 
ewed in tome; Degree unto Holy 
Wit. || Yet ſtill Sin dwells in us, 
nd many Sins are ſecret to us; we 
now not how often we offend: * 
ho knoweth how oft he offend- 
be O cleanſe thou me from my 
Wcret Faults! It is happy for poor 
Wi ortals, that God can acquir. Sm, 
d yer be juſt in his Judgment; x4 
e is faithtul and juſt to forgive us 
ur Sins, and to cleanſe us from 


18! Unrightcouineſs ; becauſe le 
lood of Chriſt cleanſeth us from | 
088! Sin. | Vea, he hath adopted us 
s Children, and we have received 


e Spirit ot Adoption, whereby 
| | we 


—— 


— . 


W | Col. z. 13. {| Rom. 7. 17. Pfl. 


. + x John 4. 7, 9. 


x26 HMAw's Happineſs. 


„we cry, Abba, Father. The [tai 
of God .heareth Witneſs with gu 
ſpirit-4bat we are kd e 
Go. Rome 8. 13. 14. 
Bur we muſt not ex pect Indi 
* gence, in any Neglect te 
becauſe we are ſtrielly command: 
ed and enabled to obey the Gol. 
pel. Every Child of God is endu 
<d with Power; and Adoption 
ſ1ppoſes the Uſe of that * 
becaule God would not adopt un 
godly Perſons. We are-Childred 
of God by Treation, alienated fron 
him by Sin, and received -againſf 
into his Family by Baptiſm; yet ig 
as we may be caſt off again, it wi 
be difobedient. But Adoption | 
confirmed to us, and we appear t0 
be Sons of God, it we- be Follow: 
ers of God, as dear Children, ac 
cording to the Terms of the Gok 
, pel; then are we Heirs of Got, 
and joint Heirs with Chriſt, if f. 
be we ſuffer with him, that we m 
alſo be glorified 0. der. Ron 


11 1 


Man 's Happinefs. 127 
" W x ſuffer with Chrift; when we | 
low the Example of his Patience, 
n bearing all hard Events; and 
and this is your ſtrong Confolation, 
8: The Hope of the Glory of God. 
he Chriſtian Hope provides a- 
dainſt all the Changes and Chances 
of this mortal Life, and the more 
re ſuffer here, the ſtronger 1s our 
ope of the World to come, ha- 
ing the Teſtimony of a good Con- 
Wcience. Keep Innocency, and do 
The Thing that is right, and that 
ill bring a Man Peace at the laſt; 
But it muſt always be remembred, 
What Faith is the Perfection of a 
ood Conſcience, through the Re- 
emption that is in Jeſus Chriſt, 
It is by holding Faith and a 
good Conſcience, That we enjoy 
he bleſſed Hope. This is the beſt 


lappineſs in this World, which 
upports a Man under all Evils of 
his ſintul State, and cauſeth bim to 
a 


—— 


Jona 1 


ejoice evermore. I Theſſ. 5. 16. 


128 Wan Happineſs, 
Bur ſtill Obedience is our Wal 
dom, without which we cannot 
happy. The Caſe of Adam ſhey 
That Obedience to the Will of Gy 
is the Means: Of Happineis, and Oi 
obedience the Cauſe of Mitery, { 
much Evil hath one Sin brough 

into the World. By Sin Death reig 
eth. The written Law requires pe 
ſect Obedience, being a Copy ot th 
true Original Law of Nature 3 "bt 
| ſeeing we cannot be pet ſect, we hai 
have Chriſt's Obedience, to cou 
pleat our imperſect Obedience; it 
that Obedience is abſolutely neodf 
fary; and chat Chriſt's Sacrifice ws 
only intended for thoſe, who livel 
orderly in the World, who ſhoul 
be made perfe& by Faith, Byron 
| Man's Diſobedience many * wet 
made Sinners; and by the Obe. 
ence of one ſhall nauy be mai 
Righteous. Rom. 5, 19 0 

Tus we gain more by til 

ſecond Adam, than we loſt by 74 
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Mans Happtnels, 129 
Igeſt. The Soul under the Pro- 
ection of a Redeemer, 1 2 Proſ- 
pect of eternal Bliſs, and -a [ore 
clear Underflanding; - Which the 
Gentiles could net attain! Reaſon 
uggeſted to them à future State, 
but not a true Knowledge of . g 
e have a certain Revelation . 
and a full Aſſurance of Underftand. 
ing, inſtead ot groundleſs Poetical 
Fancies. This Proſpect extinguiſh- 
th both the Fear and Envy of Hu · 
nan Great neſs. It lgnens the 
WBurden of any preſent Evil, and re- 
reſheth us with pleaſant Meditati- 
Mons, under the hardeſt Circumſtan- 
es of Mortality, It is one of the 
ardeſt Caſes, 70 fall from Plenty 
nto want; it is worſe than to be 
orn poor, and yet a Man may be 
appier than he was before, if be. 
opes with Lazarus to be condutt= 


RF by Angels into Heaves. Luke 
22. 1 


230 Sam's Happinets. 


IT 8. a natural Homage of Mi 
10 truſt in the infinite Being, and 
it 45.4 preſent Happineſs, to be up. 
ger the Care of Omnipotence. It 
2 Kindneſs of God to command u 
to truſt io him, whillt we about 
under the Weight of Sin; we had y 
een miſerable, it he had torbid it 
he Commandment imports a Blel; 
fing, and the Dury adminilten 
Comfort, eſpecially in the Hot d 
Death. When the Soul is eantring 
upon another State, to meet wil 
range Objects, and to ſee God in M 
xelty, it wil be ſeized with rrembk 
ing Thoughts, under which nothing 
could ſupport it, but ruſting i 
him,, who gave it Being · He that 
gave Life, can preſerve it, and adi 
io it a greater Ability. He Holde 
4 our ſoul in Life, and they that trul 
in him: ſhall not be deſterue. Pak 
225 34+ 
= E etre obliged to the Scripturd 
that ourReaſoning is improved, anf 
tx our Thoughts Gn be compo 
bd: But Sin again diſtracts ol 
Thong 
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Man's Bappinets. xJT* 43 
Ehouzks, and obtcuts our Ręa. 
oning. The Knowledge A 
fiſcourages our Hope, and would 
yen drive us to deſpair, When we 

ee the Horror of Sin, which in- 
lames the Wrath ot God. But the 
Bon of God comes to our Relief, 
and turns our Fear into Joys“ 
His Knowledge keeps Pace with the 
,10wledge of Sin, and turns our 
Doubt into Combdenchi We: have 
Boldneſs and Acceis with Confids © 
nce by the Faith. ” Him. The 
eus knew Chriff i Pac ag the 
rentiles were Witt; 5 him, being 
alienated from the Commonwealtin 
ff Iſrael, having no Hope, ana 
without God in the World, ' bat 
brough Chriſt we bath haue Acceſs"! 
one Spirit, unta the Fathers F 

2. 12, K. 

Ir is very remarkable, what 

dur Lord ſaith, There is no Mau 
lat hath left Houſe, or Parents; - or 
brethren, or, Wife or Children for 
Ile Kingdom ot God's Sake, w 
rk 1 not receive manifold more . 
MER» | 4 is 


132+ Man's Bappinet 8. 


Djs prejont Time, and in the Woiſd Mai 
to o me Pife everlaſting: | Even ini 
this preſent World, he ſhall receive» 
manifold more, not in Kind, but ine 
Value. He muſt not exp ect Houſes ou 
Or Lands, but what is infanel) bet - Mat 
ter, the Comfort of Divine Favour. Nhe 
Wholoever is in Trouble, he may ne 
very well make a Vertue of Necel ef 
fity, when ſo great an Advantage e 
. attends it. He that acquieſceth ia 
the Will of God, may live like the e. 
great Apoſtle, as having nothing, yet at 
oſſefſing all Things in the Friend. Wi: 
ip of God. He hath bis Fruit iu. Noi 

to Hilinefs, and the End everlaſt- Hic 
ing Life. Rom. 6. 22. = 
Tus glorious Proſpett i is a pet 90 
petual Happineis, which is here be- Ne 
gun, and ſhall never have an End. Hk 
He, that liveth and believerh in the Ne 
Son of God, ſhall never die. The Wi 
ſhort Article of Death is Nothing, 
it doth not interrupt the happy 
Life. The Pains are ſoon at an End, 
and ſucceeded with endleſs Ples- | 8 
+ Death is oaly 3 to the 


Man's Hoppinels. 233 
Faithful, and ina Moment arileth a 
icht, which leads to pertect Hap - 
— ; Poverty, Pais and, Dark- 
fs fly defore i ir, and Death Is Wal- 
owed up in Victory: The Soul, that 
ach a lively Senſe of Futurity, can 

heertully look Death in the Face, 
nd what Nature moſt abhors, Ca 
lefire to be diſſolved, that it ma 

e with Chriſt. Phil. I. 2, 3. | 
However we are to dip art 
ence, Religion ſmooths the Way 
ato the other World. We know, 
hat all our Pains are Chaſtiſements 
or Sin, and muſt be well taken 
com the Hand of God. Now, no 
haſtning for the preſent ſeemeth 
o be joyous, but rather grievous ; 
evertheleſs afterwards it yieldeth 
he peaceable Fruits of Righteoul- 
Ness. For which Cauſe. we taint” 
ot, but tho? our outward Man pe- 
ih, yet the inward Man is re- 
ewed Day by Day. When the 
Body ſhaken with Diſeaſes, it is 
ometimes ſtrangely ſupported from 
vithin, and the Man lives upon - 


= 


134 Mang Hapyfneſs,. © 
the Vigour of his Spirit, Pleaſant 
Reflections ſoften ' the Diſtempes 
of Age, and makes him ſlide mon 
gently into the Grave. Bleſſed an 
they that do his Commandments, 
believing in the Son of God, that 
they may have Right to the Ire 
of Life. Rev, 22. 14. 
WIe are exceedingly happy, in 
the B-lict of ch: Truth, | whereunto 
ye are called by oar Golpel, to the 
obtaining of the Glory of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt. He that hach this 
Hope, can neyer fail of Happineſs, 
and nothing in this World is com- 
parable to it. For what can a Man 
want to make him happy. who 
hath Pezce of Mind in "Poſſeſſion, 
and a Crown of Glorv in Reverſir 
on? A good Conſcience is. his 
higheſt Honour, the Sum of all his 
Riches, and the height of. all his 
Pleaſures; and all the Enzoyments 
of- this World are nothing in Com: 
* NE: of the comfortable. A ſſut- 
25 2008 


— 
— 


| WM. 2 The(f 2. 15, 


Happineſs attained by MWiſdam, aud 
this Mi dom is approved by that 


ug Happineſs. For Wiſdom is. juſti. 
7 fied of ber Children. Mat. 13. 19. 


BUI there ſeems to be an Ob- 
jection againit this Notion of Hap- 
pine ſe, as alſo againſt the Apoſtle's 
Precept, which is founded upon it, 
tThatwe ſhould rejoice in the Lord 
always. This Precept ſeems to be 
impracticable, and that Notion 
contradicted by common Experi- 
ence. For what Man is there up- 
upon Earth io happy, as that he 


an Ocean of Troubles, and in a 

World of Miſery, to rejozce always? 
King David was ſo fer ſrom it, 
That he had Sorrow in his Heart 
daily; and the Apoſtle himfelt, who 
commands continual rejoycing, con- 
tefſeth great Heavineſs and conti · 
nual Sorrow in his Heart, zz ſomucb 
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Wan's Happineſs. 135 
ance of eternal Glory. This is the 


MT 


can be always joytul? Or how is 
it poſſible in a Vale of Tears, in 


08 v he abe 
eb 2ponnirhs Gee 
his: abdlenute Bret? es mae 
men;accerling tothe *þ 
Js. N im 31 1 70 . 2 4 did 
J AR Sare may Occur hl 
Nabe and Lamemat fon inetd ff 
ſerable bite, and the Cauſes of Sox 
raw: many Timesibyerwhelm thi 
of. Joy, and many Men" ate J tat 
tem teoicing always, that they Cat 
ſeldom find a Pime to rejoice At f 
Solpman's Time to weep and chef 


isalways ready, but fis Time t 

heomes very rarey. Our 'bidh 
ſed; Sa tioùr, the great Eempig 
ande BAtern for our Imitrtion, wall 
a Manzof Sorrow ang 469 W#inrd 


h Griefy und it muſtibe o u 
Una Out: — N Te 


Man's Happinels. 127 
B u 1 for all this, an Accommo- 
dation may be made between Joy 
and Sorrow, between Trouble and 
Triumph, and wemay learn to re- 
joice always. For in the miſt of 
Affliction there are Cauſes of Joy, 
and there is Comfort in Adverſity. 
There are War and Peace at the. 
fame Time, within the narrow *' 
Compaſs of Man's Heart. Peace 
with Conſcience, War with Satan, 
and with our own irregular Deſires. 
+ My Fieſh and my Heart faileth; 
but God is the Strength of my Heart 
and my Portion for ever. In e 
ſaith our Saviour, ye bal! have 
Pe ace, but in the World Tribulati- 
fox ;but be of good Cheer, I have o- 
vercome the World. John 16. 14. 
We may then be happy by God's 
Help, and obey the Apoſtle's Precept. 
ot which he ſhews the great Impor- 
tance, by repeating It over again 
in the fame Words, Rejoice in the 
Lord always, and again I ſay Re- 
SOPs joice. 
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+ Pal. 73. 35 


. 


joite. bs it he ſhou! . -% You 


aud this is no more then what our 
Saviour hath command d, with ſub 


ſake; rejoice aud ve eXCeralng glad, 


* 1 — a 
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$5) ns "ey are. 


mi. thin Lit range, That hel 10 
chu! mion Or. be erle- 550 are 

tor the Goipe??s Sake, Cr haſoeveſtic 
your Ciicomitznces be, hat! ſhoulio: 

bid: you rejoice ; yet he atfuret WW 


do it upon SOcd Urounns, and there 
fore. Tay again, Rejrite alte ah 


fieicht Encouragement ro pail 
it. Blejed-are e, when Me ſha 
re vile and perſecute 704 for m8 


for Fre at is _ Re wai d in Hee 
veg. Mat . 5d hy 
So that 6877 there are a thows 
and Cauſes of Grief, and ho? ve 
walk in the Valley ane Shadow c 
Death. ; + yet the Word of God 
de 4a,quicken, us. And tho? we have 
mag Enemies, yet there is. (till 
Matter. ut rejoicing, becaule the Al- 
mighty isour Friend. * The Lord 
eth the Righteous, There is i 
much 
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0h Comfar: in the Prafijce of 
-hritianiry, and fo great. re,the. 
Rewards annexed to it, F 

091 Man never wan's Matter f 
Oy a: 1d Gladneis. | For. the Su- 
erings of this pretent Time, ate 
{ok worthy to be Compared to the 
ry tat ſhall be reveaigd, and 
neretore our rejoicing cuzht to 
dear Proportion, not to our light 
affliet ions, but to our great Expec- 


alm. 15. 11. 
WZE are to conſider further, that 


o hath Compaſſion on us, as 2 
- arher piticth his own Children, 


veel Command ments, and to bring 
s to himſelf by the w orking of his 
race. His Corrections are Mat- 
er of rejoicing, as being intended 


r our Good, and in Order to our? 
ch alvation. They are Tokens of 


625 2 


8 — — 


8 8: 17 1 


hat . wg 


2:10ns, The Fulneſs of Joy fre. 
ared for us in the heaven Life. 


id as a Father, corrects us, to re. 
train our Wandring trom the Path 


our 
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..- Opr. being Children of God. Fos 
- Jag the, Apoſtle, e be withiWhet 
4 aſtiſement, whereof: all abe 
F ere, then are ye;'Baſlards 
aideut Song. Our Sinsat therbelthe 
arg very. many, and if it were ntihin 
for, God's Fatherly Corbect ions, they 
would be many more. But what 
ever it is that prevents Sin, and 
Promotes: eternal Happineſsa 
to lock upon it 45 a. Bleſſing, ie 

ang; theretore: have Cauſe: to vejaiceſWor 
iz all our Tribulati an. 1 Car. 7. 


4. 01% D | . f + 
£7, no Man * repide at 


thoſe li; bt Afflictons, which ate 
buy, for a Moment, ſince by a mei- 
ciful fand Divine Hand, they are 
cauſed to work together tor ous 
L good... It It we. conlider the Goods" 
neſs, of; (ur Heavenly Eather, and 
the reatneks- of our Reu ard, we 
maygwell rejoice in hin A WAs, 
(act: when we offend ſo witch. 
Googpes, and are in base 


Du lo- 
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ofing ſo great 4 Rewer Afd 
ghrg fog if e learn allt. 5 
nd improve our | Repenraiies; we? 
wh Evil into a greater 600d; and 
more we cn lorr od for our” 
* the more we hall rejoſcebin ; 
he Lord. Happy is the Mad char vl | 
eth this Wikdom.t ic «96 £1999 
Bu r ve are not to ſippoſe! wa” 
e can make onr ſelves Happy, ei- 
her in this World or che World te 
8 by our own Wiſdom — 
We have net in our ſelves a 
* for thoſe àAttainments, no 
ore than we can ſave Lite * 2 
iſe our telves from the Dead. But 
od is with us is all out Ways, and 0 
e muſt thankfully own out Ob 
gat ions to him; 4 acknowledge 
od in all thy Ways, and he 0 
ect thy Paths. The Son of Gd 
Ech done the great Work for = 
li our. Works bear no Propoteion l 
«ternal, Happineſs; not ſo much 
E a ot Water to the 88 
01 An 


5 * 
2 


e Th. 0ATS 


79 s wagofn . 
and Sin is an infinite Evil, N 


eli 
caule it breaks the Order of God b. 
Ercation, contradiꝗs his Sovereign out 


Will, and offendeth infinite Mage 
{2088 
TrnrntroORt a Sacrifice of 
infinite Value was neceſſary,to- pro. Mac 
vide ſor the Honour of God; 
it. is very well we can be ſa ved ups 
on all the Terms of the New: Cos! 
ve xant. Chriſt hath paid the full! 
Price of our Redemption, and yet 
our own Endeavours muſt not be 
wanting, towards Purity of Heart! 
and a good Life, We muſt work: 
out our own Salvation, and thoſe! 
that labour moſt ot all, have ſtil 
need of the more eſtectual Work of 
the Son of God. The beſt of Men: 
are unprofitable Servants, and cans 
not merit Reward at the Hand of 
God; but eternal Life is his GHH 
Thanks be to God for his un{peak:; . 
able gilt, and let us give Thanks 4. 
ways for all-Things unto God and 
the Father, in the Name of our 
Lord . Cbriff. Epi, 5: 20. 
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= Sas 
rden, 


10 25h the Whole: Att Men 
{fie to be happy. But do youleek 
of Happinels. Where it may be 
und, Cr you ſeek it in unegitain & 
perl! able Things? Spiritual Wit 
m is that, alone which can give 
t. If any ay he bath, found ir, 
and thinks Ponte happy, it i is very 
bell, I ſha not go about to que 
lion it: But let every, one tak? 
eed, that his, Wildom is not Prei 
umption, add his Happineis imagie 
arty ; tor hi vaniſheth as a Va- 
pour, and the other turns into Follv. 
| here have been ſome, that boaſts, 
d of their . Riches, aſd, counted 
ſets happy, as the Pſalniſi 
bſer ves, but w hat was the End of 
hat Happineſs ? ? They. ſhall. goto 
he Generatioz of their Fathers, 
d ſol] never ſee. Light, that is, 
Ys Dr. Hammond paraphraſes upon 
e Place, they ſhall be deſtroyed fon 
„er, and puſs 28 n ante 
f: ſr and ſer, Þ al. 40% 19 — 
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144 Man's Happinels, 
LE all take Heed of ſuch fad 
Happineſs, and let us beware ft 
ot that deceitful Wiſdom, whachy 
Fcoliſhneſs with God; but let 
remember the Dictates of true Wi 
dom, in Order to a firm and laſting 
'Haypinefs, the Sum of which b 
this, Con ſideration, Moderat icin 
Government of the Paſſions, Con 
tentment, Submiſſion to the Divine. 
Will, Freedom from Envy, and Co 
vetouſneſs, from Murmuring ani 
Liſcontent, a Love of Innocent) 
a2, Honeſty, with a conſtant En 
deavour to preſerve Peace of Con 
ferenc®, and Hope of Salvation 
Theſe good Works being ſanctified 
and perfected by Faith, product 
HFappineſs in this unhappy State, 
a Pleaſant Reliſh and Satisfaction o 
Mind, in the Senſe of having dont 
our Duty, and in Repentance ac- 
_ cording to our Failings. This 1 
bricfly that Wiſdom, which he that 
findeth ſhall be happy, and yet 
more bricfiy, J: is the Wiſdom 
being ſincerely pious and * 
ON 


4 il 
(ce 
h« 


* cs eren. oth 
tc of of Godicowaids 3 e the” 


be Sinners 18 ain 
6 peg — A5 out Sins; * 
‚ ſce how alben mah be pf 
tho? t here ds great 
Men's Cobditions, and Ae O. ; 
aians Boult, Happinefs. Some Men 
have uiuc N e to comp lain of ran 
others an what . is Happineſs. to 
obe Man, js Miſery to anoches ; 
ſome babe -4 Pleaſure in getting 
Wealth, tho? they do wrong to ob. 
faih their: End. This is the molt... 
unhappy State, to do wrong for the 
Sake ok Eating t Drinking; ne 
Js ore Happ. t wich Hone( y 
lives upon Bread and Water. He 
is che moſt. happy, that findethi ide 

oft: Wit unt and Rath ſo regu- 
laced his 'Mind:theteby;zbat'be can 
: rejoice in the” Lord a e 
1 . kate many Hood ſen 
in the deff * aid; See of 
«his Lite. "The good Werd of God 
Tg them, * they: are te fe-. 


* Vice 


ny! 4 


* EE" 


they that are rich in this Wold, 


. Light. Gl. 


, tude. Too many there are, that e- 
Maker cfit; this is abominable 
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joice in, not that they are rich « 
learned, honourable or powertul; 
for thele, tho? great Ele ſſings in the 
Hands of good Men, yet be ing flip: 
pery and uncertain, they are not to 
be at all rely*d on; and being vety 
deficient in themſelves, they cannot 
afford any ſolid Happinets : but 


ſhould be glad to diſtribute, and te- 
Joice in the Lord their great Bene- 
tactor, the Spring and Fountain of 
all temporal good Things, and fron WW 
whom they may hope for a better 
Inheritance among the Saints in 


THERE are, I doubt more than 
a few, who poſſeſs the good Giits . 
of God in great Plenty, and there- W 
in rejoice oyer much, but ſeldom 
look up to the Fountain Head, to 
ſend thither their Praite and Grati- 


ven prefer this World, before the 


Ju7:ſtice, and the other a great Ne- | 


let, which the Word of God 


CY. m_ 
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Iteacheth to avoid, and diredts us 
eto true Happinets. If any Man per- 
Miſs in a wrong Courſe, and can- 
not find Happineſs in Religion, not 
g0ice in the ſupream Good, there 
is a Diſtemper in the Heart, which 
t Mike a ſick Palate, cannot reliſh the 
| {molt pleaſant Food.—l ſhall there 
. Wore add as it were a Medicine, to 
Forrect the vicious Humour, by 
fMhewing, That the fame Wiſdom, ' 
3 which is Happineſs in this Lite, is 
the Means to attain eternal Happi- 
1 Mne'S, Like unto Jacob's Ladder, 
bich was ſet upon the Eartb, and 
abe Top of it reached to Heaven, 
she Angels of God aſcending and: 
. eſceudi ng on it. Gen. 28, 12. 


f 


he Wiſdom and goodneſs of God, 
to give grace for grace, that is, it 
e en uſe well their natural gifts, 
e Wc) will obtain a ſuper natural 
„tt, to enable them to do better ; - 
d | and 


n : | 
38 1T is a Work very agreeable to. 
| 
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Other. The Kingdom of 600 is re 


.- nited. Therefore, the very ſame 


22 


There 3 is 4 ck Sbogeriol be: 
tween the preſent and future ns 
pineſs, and the One leads unto 1 


to ſucceed the Kingdom of race;for 
they are of the ſame Kind in diffs 
rent Degrees. It is the tame State 


in this World, which is to be im-: 


proved here, and made perfect in 
the World to come, a State of Ho. 
lineſs, unto which Heppinels is d 


Means, which make us happy! bere 
in tome Degree, will make us 
compleatly happy in Heaven. For 
Godlineſsis profitable to all Things 
having the Promiſe of this Lite, 
and that WHICH 7 7s fo come. 1 I im. 


4 8. 


THE ſame Mann 
which ſecures a 2004 Conſcience, 
goth make our Calliog and Election 


ſute. 


er of Life, 
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ſure, || The Work of Ante ee 5 
all be Peace. and the Effet 
Righteouſneſs, Quierneſs and —_ 
ance for ever. Great Peace have 
they that love the Law of God. 
and they are the Sons of Peace, wha 
ppon good Grounds have a quiet 
Conſcience Thoſe that are at 
peace in their own Minds, ring. 
Worth the | Fruits of the Spirit, 
eich are Foy and Peace.andtheſe | 
are Evidences of our being Children 
of God, ordainedunto eternal Life. 
For he is the Gad of Peace. So 
that Duty and Intereſt are join'd. 
together, and we may be hippy 
tor ever, it we will be happy in cgi 
World. IF thou wilt enter inta 
Life, faith our Saviont, Rep the 
Commandments. Mat. 19. 17» * 
Bur we muſt not ſuppoſe nei- 
ther, That our Works are the Cau- 
Jſes of Salvation. Eternal Lite is 
de Gitt of God, and our Vertue is 
only the Qualification for _ 
We 


1 ak — 
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lis. 32. 17. 1 Gal 5. 23. 
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E hat ineſtimable Gift. We are in. 
dehted to G04 for the pteſent᷑ Life, 
and we owe a Duty to him in tull 
Per ſection, according to the Law 
of our original Nature; but ſo we 
are not able to keep the Command 
ments. Jhereore we mult apply 
to the Law ot Faith, and have a 
good Confcience accord ing to that 
Law. We mult ate ſincere Endea- 
vours to keep the Commandments, 
and yet not depend upon our Works, 
but upon the more precious Faith 
of the Son (f God; knowing that 
a' Man is not juſtified by the Works 
of the Law, but by the Faith ot 
Jeſus Chriſt, even we have believed 
in Jeſus Chriſi, That we might be 
juſtified by the Faith of Chriſt, and 
not by the 1 orks of the Law, for 
hy the Works of the Law, fhall uv 
Hleſb be juſtified. Gal. 2. 26. 

Our Work is very imperfect, 


which Gol is an eternal Rnemy, 
but being jiſtiſied iy Faith, we have 
Peace with Gd, through our Lord 


| Jes 


and we cannot be free from Sin, to 


Jeſus Chrifl. Our Sins being waſh. 


ed away with the Blood of the 


Lamb, and our Works ſanctified by 
his Righteouſneſs, we have our 
Names written in the Book of Life. 
But the Benefit of his Sacrifice is 
only 2fſured to thoſe that Keep his 
Commandments. || Jo them that 
bear bis Voice, he giveth Eternal 


geiher Faith and a good Conſcience, 
which ſome having put away, con- 
cerning Faith have made Shipwrak, 
3 Tim. 2. 19. 8 
For Faith without Works is 
dead, ard cannot preſerve Lite; but 
the Tus ſhall live by Faith. Faith 
directs their Courſe of Lite, oblig- 
ah them firſt to be righteous, and 
then perſects their Righteouſneſs. 
Thoſe Men haye the Benefit of 
Faith, who are thereby engaged to 
be righteous, + aud the Righteous 
"all go away into eternal Life. 
lite are ordaincd to Lile, and are 
kept 


* 


2 


Jo. 10. 27. + Mat. 25, 46. e 
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Life. Therefore St. Paul joins to- 


1 San Bäpptnets. 
kept by the Power of God unto Sil 
vation. The Promiſes of Lite art 
| firſt made to a Blicver, and next 
to the Righteous, as he is a Bcliey. 
er, + who is conformed to the 
Image ot the Son ot God, ——1 an 
crucified with Chrifl faith St. Paul, 
jet not I, but Chriſt liveth in tne, 
und the Life which I now live ii; 0 
the Fleſb, I live by the Faith 
of the Sou of God, who leu,ꝭ c 
me, and gave himſeif for me. Gall, 
4. 20. 

Ir Men could be ſaved by thei 
own Righteouſnets, Chriſt's Sacti 
fice had not been neceſſary, and i 
we belicve not in this Sacrifice, we 
ftuſtrate the grace of God; || for 
# Righteouſueſ: conie by the Low, 
then Chr iſt 25 dead iu vaiu. + But 
Chriſt is the Author of Salvarionto 
them that obey him. — 
obtains the Benefit of Faith, 


Faith is approved by Obes 
1 


er 


— 


— 


{how 8. 29. l Gal. 2. 21. 1 Heh 
. 9. 5 - | 3 


+ He, that believeth on the Son, 
bath Everlaſting Life. + Becaule 
Chriſt is the Son of God by Nature, 
and they are united in every Divine 
Work, He that he areth ny Word 
and believeth on him that ſent me, 
hath everlafting Life, and ſhall 20 
come into Condemnation. but is paſe 
ſed from Death to Life, Jo. 5. 24. 

TA « great Commandment of the 
Goſpel is Faith;but that muſt be uni- 
ted with good Works, to bring us to 
everlaſting Life; becauſe God mult - 


Bleſſed are they that do his Com- 
mandments,that they may baveright 


in through the Gates into the City? 
"I Chriſt is the Tree of Life, who re- 
n pairs the Loſs ſuſtained by the Tree 


ol Death and nouriſneth the Soul to 


F Eternity. || When Chriſt who is out ... 
Lite ſhall appear, then ſhall we alſo 

J appear with him in Glory, 4 Fellow 

J 
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I John-3.-36. * Rev. 22. 14. || Col. 
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be honoured by our Obedience x 


to the Tree of Lite, and may enter 


4. + Erh. 2. 39, 1 Galigeh 2 
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Citizens with the Saints. Then thi 
the Righteous ſhine forth as the Sun 
in the Kingdom of their Father 
Yea, there 1s a Crown of Rig bteoiſ 
7 eſs, Which the Lord the Righteon 
Judge ſpall give to all them thi 
Tor e his Appearing. 2 Tim. 4 8, 
Oos own Reaſon will cendid 
us, both to Happineſs 1 in this World 
nd that which is to come. Altho? out 
Reaſon is not ſufficientof it ſelf. ye 
it will lead us to the End propoſed 
to the Happineſs intended for u. 
"A competent Knowledge begets Ho. 
*Tineſs, by a Divine Bleſsing upon 
Our labours,. and that is poſsible fo. 
every Man to attain, that makes! \ 
Tight uſe of his Reaſon. The Know. 6 

ledge and right apprehenſions d 
the Nature and Reaſon of things i : 
Rip bt Reaſon ; and the Government 
"-of our Wills and Faculties by Right 6 

Reaſo n is Holineſs. Holineſs is the 
Wifdom of Religion, and that il, 
' the true Happineſs in this Lise 
which 
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rhich is the Beginning of Eternal | 
dappineſs. 3 

Tris is the higheſt PerfeRtion; 

hat a Man can arrive at in this 
Vorld, the moſt perfect Exercile of 
Human Reaſon, aſſiſted and impro- 
ved by the Grace of Gol. 1his 1s 
is greateſt idm and the Means 
of Happineſs. He is the wiſeſt Man. 
hat moſt honours his Maker, an + 

it is the beſt Exeriſe of Wirlom,.t9 

ule to the beſt advantage. that 
Excellency, - which di. Hoguiſheth 
Man from other parts . of the Crea- 
tion, and renders'him more capabie 

to honour God; ani being thus 
employed, God is 05 pleaſe | with 
Man's Endea. ours, fe will not let 
him want what is nccellary, 10 FT 
gude his Fest unto the way dt 


need, according to bis Riches It « 
% Glory, hy Cbrilt Jeſus. Phil. 4.195 + 

Ie we endeavour atter Hy; nets, 
Chriſt wil bring it ro Perie-tion, 


Peace. God ſpall ſupply all .your » 


and? 
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N Lake 1. 29. 
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and it will be our chiet Happineſs an 
Holineſs makes Men as bappy, Mv 
the preſent State will admit, andre 
ſuitable to each Man's Condition, M 
It is comfortable to poor Men, and It 
the beſt ſupport in any diſtrets: It} a 
is not the fault ot Religion, it welſ it: 
, are not more happy. Our yet re. p 
maining Sins and many infirmitie d: 
ſtill retain our troubles. We ſhould r- 


ave leſs uneaſineſs, in proportion! 
to our FHFolineſs. Becauſe Holinek ! 
naturally tends to Happineſs, and! 
15 amiable in the Sight of God. The 
righteous Lord Ilyveth Righteoi, 
neſs, his Corntenance doth beh. 
the upright. Holineſs becomethbi © 
Houſe for ever. Plal. 11, 7. 92, 5! 
W « ſhould therefore exercitc and 
improve our Faith in the Son d! 
God. Faith will improve our Vet- 
tue, and enable it to reſiſt the temp» | 
ting profits and pleaſures cf the 
World. He that hath a true Notion 


Jof the Joys ot Heaven, will never 
, reſign his Intereſt there, nor tak 
all the Kingd oms of this World tor 
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an equivalent. But it muſt be a 
well ſettled Faith, which cannot be 
removed, and is able to remove 
Mountains, that is, all Difficulties. 
It we know the Sub tance of things - 
not een, and the meaning of Sug- 
ſtantial Vertue, we fhoutd never. 
plexie our ſelves ſo much with Shi 
dows of Delight; but ſeek after that 
real Happineſs, wherewith we jhall 
receive the E 1d of our Faith, even 
the Salvation of our Souls, Pet. * 


I, 9 4 


Wk ͤ muſt expect to take lei! 
prins for ſuch an exceeding weight 
ot Glory. + Bieſled is the Man that 
endureth Tempta! ion; tor when he. 
is tried, he {hall receivethe Cr own. 
of Life, which the Lord hath pro- 
miiedto them that love him. x But ler 
no Man deceive you; he, that doth 
Righteouſneſs, is righteous, even as 
* 15 righteous. 115 you know thete 
thin ha Are ye, i. you do them; 

BSA pp Where. 
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1 Wherefore the rather, "Brethren, 
give Diligence to make your Cal- 
ling and Election ſure : For if ye do 
thele things, ye ſhall never fall; 
For ſo an Entrance ſhall be admini- 
ſtred unto you abundantly, into the 
everlaſting Kingdom of our Lord 
and Saviour 1 ls Chriſt, with 
whom you will aiſ9 reign for ever, 
and every one receive a Crown of 
Glory, 1. Pet. 5, 4. Rev. 22, 5. 

Bu r let us remember, that with 
out God's Help we cannot attain to 
the Heavenly Kingdom, and there | 
fore let us pray unto him terveatly, 
thar we may be filled with the 
Knowledge of his Will, in all Wil 
dom and Spiricuai Uaderitanding, 
And let us always give thanks un- 
to the Father, who hach delivered 
vs from the Power ot Darknets and 
hath tranſlated us into the King.: 
dom Of his dear Sh and made us 
mect to be partakers of the [nheri- 

tance ol the Saints in Light. New 
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;S Col. 1. 9. Ke Col. 1. 12, 


unto him that is able to do excee 
can asR or think, according to the 


him le Glory in the Church by 


/ Fifth Sunday after Eaſter: 


— tb) bumble Servants, that 


by thy merciful guiding may per- 
form the ſame, through our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, Amen. e 
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ding abundantly above all that we 


Lord, from whom all good 

things do come, grant 10 
by thy holy «Inſpiration we may 
think thoſe t hings that be good, aud 


Power that worreth in us, unto 


Teſas Chr iſt, throughout all Apes, 
World without end, Amen, Eph. 3; 
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' CHAP. Iv. 


The Happineſs of the future State 
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Pang. prays 


of this preſent Life, that # 
the beſt that the preſent 
State will admit of, according t1 
every Man's Condition 1a th 
World. It is not peculiar to ric 
Men, but what every Man may at 
tain; it is the poor Man's Hap 
. pinefs, and the rich Man's Felicitj 
it conſiſts in Peace of Mind, tu 
s procured by religious Wiſs 
It hath a Connexion with the F 


3 1 Have ſhewed the Happiaci 
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Man's Happineſs 162 
tute State, ſo that to make our ſelves 
happy here, is the way to be vaſtly 
more happy in the World to eome. 
Happy is the Man that findeth 
iam. 5 
I would ſay ſomething of the Fu 

ture State; but expect not a De- 
ſeript ion of Heavenly Glory; that 
is too great a Task tor the moſt lear- 
ned, and beyond the reach of the 
fineſt Eloquence. For it is yet with- 
in the Veil, and it doth not now 
appear what we ſhall be: It would 
itt be a bold attempt to deſeribe Heaven, 

when the Scripture it ſelf, the Reve. 

jation from Heaven, repreſents it only 
neh by negatives, becauſe it is too great 
tor Human Capacity, and fo far be- 
yond the Tongues of Men and 
Angels, that no Language can ex- 
preſs it, nor any Mind conceive it; 
For Eye hath not ſeen, nor Ear 
heard, xeit her have entred into the 
Heart of Man the Things, which 
God hath prepared for them that 1 
love him, 1 COL. 2. 9. _—_—_— 
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. we are to paſs a Trial in thi; 


py State in the World to come] 


be a ſufficient Reaton ot the Hope 


our Endcavours to obtain it. Th: 


to make Men capable of Reward; 


the goodneſs of God, that he wil 
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Bur the Scripture hath diſco r 
vered fo much in general concern 
ing a Future State, as is largely ſu. H 
ficient to perſwade Men to look at: 
ter it; and this is the good Defign 
of Providence, to aſſiſt us with 
ſome Divine Inſtructions, becauſdi 


World, in Order to a perfect hay 


'The Happineſs appears fo far, and 
with as much Certainty, as may 


that is in us, and may quicke 


Evidence is as clear as the Thing 
will admit, till we put off this mor: 
tal Nature, and can be capable 0 
ſceing the Kingdom of God. h 
the mean Time we walk by Faith 
and not by Sight. 2 Cor. 5. 7. 

T ans Duty of Faith 1s required 


being attended with Difficulty be 
cauſe the Kingdom of God is ven 
my ſterious. There is a Truſt i 
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preſerve good Men, but ſeeing all 

are Sinners, and not capable of 
Heavenly Glory, there is a Truſt 
in the Merit of the Son of God, 

that we ſhall be made fit for the 
Heavenly Kingdom; and there is 
: Truft in the Holy Ghoit, that he 
iff ill help us to believe. Hur there. 
5 an Averſion in ſinful Nature to 
ne elieve Divine Truths; therefore, 

aich is a Gift; it is given 10 
you to know the Myſteries of the 
Kingdom of Heaven; and no Man 
an fay With a right Faith, That 
Jelus 2s the Lord, but by the Holy .- 
hoſt. 1 Cor: 13. 

CHRIS I be ins the Son of God. 

nd one with the Father in Nature, 

e have necd of great aſſiſtance to 
delleve it; we could not poſſibo ly 
tain of our ſelves; Yet ſuch is the 
ature of Faith, we mult endea- 
our for it; it is partly our own 
cquifition, and we learn it by the 
le of the Holy Scriptures, + For 
Faith 


— eee — 2h... * Ec 3 Fe: 2 RY 


LAN. 13. 11 


1 „ Man's happinefs, 4 
| Faith cometh by hearin?, and hex 


rivg by the Word preached. The 
Gift is conveyed to us in the Uſe 
of means, with exerciling out 
thoughts upon it. There is a Mix. 
ture of Grace with Man's Endes. 


yours, and the Miniſters of Chril 


are Workers together with bim, that 
ye receive not os Grace of Godin 
Vain. 2. Cor. 6, I. 

HE R E Grace fi gnifies me Doc. 


trine of the Goſpel , for the Word 


is uſed for any Gift or Favour be: 
ſtowed upon Men; but there is: 
ſpecial gift in the Heart, which 
teacheth effe ually to receive that 
Doctrine. Our ſaFiciency is df 
God. By this Means we learn t 


believe thoſe My iteries, which arc 


above our Underſtanding, yet mul 


be believed upon God's Word, 


Faith is then acceptable,when it is 
ſedfaſt againſt ſome difficalties, 


äand is the Evidence of things no 
: leen, But Truth is made fo evident 


15 


la Co SF 


i lizve it, an yet foremote, as may 
ſhew our dependence upon G04, 
ou and make us pray, Lord beip my 
Ix. Uzbelzef. Mark. 9. 29. 
ea BU r uhat u ill become of ih-le 
ri Men, who ha ve not the Word piea- 
cked to them, yet ate ſuppyled 10 
i be good Moral Men? | his is a cu- 
ions Matter, which we ate not con- 
Nc. ¶ ccrn'd to know, and mut be refers 
red toGod's good Pica lui e. But this 
eb certain, no Man is good enough 
1 fr Heaven ; and it any moral Aica 
ch are ſaved, as we hape, it mult be 
ay through the Son of God. In his 
of Father's Houſe are many Manſions, 
"8 perhaps fome fer thoſe Uancitcvelsy 
„ho had nor the Mcaus of Faith, 
cr were leſs to blame tur want of its 
Cornelius the Gentile could not bg 
lzved by his works, but they were 
his recommendation ro Divine Fa- 


oF Your, and he is led by a Miracle to 
ag thefaving Faith. Ac. Io, 3. 


MEN might hope tor lome Fa- 


Wan's Happinets. 1657 
as may incline a wiſe Man to be , 
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186 Man's Happineſs, 1 
and the firſt Step ot Faith leads to 
a higher; but we find no other way 
but by the Son of God. + There 
15 no other Name under Heaven 
given among Men, whereby we 
mutl be favgd, Every Degree of 
this Faith advanceth the Soul in 
Heaven. But every Man's caſe will 
be conſidered, and no Man will be 
thought to have had hard meaſure: 
There are divers Degrees ot Hap- 
pineſs, according to Mens Qualifi- 
cations, || as one Star dittereth from 
another Star in glory. But they 
will furely be ina worſe caſe than 
the Genti,es, who deſpiſe the Gol- 
pel Advantages, and the unſearch: 
able Riches of Chriſt. Ephel. 3. 8. 

Fruekerors let us itudy the 
Increaſe of Faith, and thereby en- 
gige our Minds in all Duty, F 
For without Faith it 1s impoſſible, 
to pleaſe God. Let us then par: 
ſue the Merhod of * 
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by conſidering the Future State, 
and comparing it with Things that 

are ſeen, that we may perſwade 
curſelves more earneſtly to ſeek at- 
ter the Things that are not ſeen, YR 
but vaſtly more worthy of our Pains, 
For it is our great Concern, to give 
every thing it's juſt Value, and to 
make our choiſe in Righteouſneſs ; 
that we may not unjuſtly prefer this 
World, before the Heavenly King- 
dom, But may ſet our affectious on 
things above, not on things on the 
Earth. Col. 3, 2. 

Now when God cauſeth his 
Sun that moſt glorious Creature, to 
ſhine upon the unjuſt, how much 
greater glory remains to the righ- 
teous, and the believers in Jeſus 
Chrift ! If thoſe that hate him enjoy 
hisBounty, how much better things. 
hath he prepared for them that love. 
him? Whatloever we can imagine 
in this World muſt needs be vaſtly 7 
ort of heavenly glory, as Heaven 

is higher than the Earth. The firſt 
Heaven where God makes the 


; 
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Clouds his Chariot, is farther he. 
neath the ſecond in glory then it 
is in height; yer the ſecond is not 
ſo far above the firſt, as it is below 
the third Heaven, where St. Pay 
Was canght, aud heard unſjeakable 
Words. 2 Cor. 12, 4. 

Bur we may conlider with ad: 
miration, when the Sun and Moon 
and innumerable Lights, take up 
an immenſe ſpace and are only out. 
ward Ornaments of Heaven, how 
glorious is the Court within, and 
the preſence of Infinite Majeſty! 
At the very Entrance of Heaven, 
the happy Soul will be furpriz'd 
and amazed at its own Happinef,, 
and will have cauſe to ſay among 
the S1ints, not halt of the leaſt part 
of the loweſt degree hath bren tolo 
him. Revelation it ſelt could not 
expreſs it, nor repreſent it to oui 
weak underſtanding. But then, the 
Soul hath all its Faculties enlarged, 


to receive the Heavenly Felicity: 


Then we ſhalluot only ſee God, bu 
ze ſhail be like him, and ſhall know, 


5 
oe 


e ven 


even as alſo we are known. 1 Cor. 
| 13, 12. | | 
Tu s Soul will be exalted to 
» the utmoſt Perfection, in propor- 
tion to its Holineſs, For there will 
be different Capacities, according 
to the different Degrees of Glory 
J beſtowed on the Veſſels of Mercy; 
nf fome hold more then others, but 
pl they ſhall all be filled, and every 
t. ¶ Soul, accord ing to its enlarged Ca. 
wlll pacity, ſhall be delighted for ever; 
(Ml We ſhall have nothing more to wiſh 
sor, nor fear of falling any more; 
but having ſtood a Tryal here, we 
d thall be ſecure in the Heavenly. 
Paradiſe. This Life is a wand- 
ring Progrefs of Deſire; but Hea- 
ren is a jure Setlement, and quen- 
ches all our wiſhes in a Sea of En- 
joy ment. Bleſſed are they that Hun- 
ger now, for they ſhall be filled. 
Lu. 6, 21. 
Every Paſſion of the Soul 
ſhall be fer right by an unalterable 
Regulation. There will be no Grief 
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nor Hatred, no Deſire nor Fear, ., 
2 _. but 8 
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but we ſhall be inſpired with fac. a 
red Love, and pals from Joy to Joy. 
in Endleſs Circles of Felicity. This)! 
Happineſs will never be at a ſtand, 
but ftill improving to all Eternity) 
For both Angels and Men being 
Finite, and God being Infinite, the 
Cauſes of their Happineſs will ſtil 
be augmented, their Knowledge and 
Love will ever increaſe, and their 
Capacity will be more enlarged, 0 
and treſh Streams of Delight ate!“ 
ever flowing trom an inexhauſtableÞ * 
Deity. In his Preſence is Fullueſil! 
.of Joy, and at his right Hand are b 
Pleaſures for evermore. Pſal 16.11. 
Tur Infinite Power and good-lff 
acts of God will ever fend torib|| < 
new Objects of Delight and tre(l * 
ſubjects of Praiſe and Admiration f 
_ of our Happineſs, and Love of the | 
0 

a 

l 


Author of ſo great Salvation. 80 
vaſt a Change ſhall be wrought in 
us, as will afford moſt Pleaſant Re- 
floctions, and a future Proſpect cf 
Glory in the Beauty of Holinels 
The Will ſhall be perteQted _ 

. ab* 
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I: hſolute Holineſs, exact conformity 
to the Will of God, and perfect 
Liberty from all ſervitude of Sin. 
We ſhall ſtill be more plealed in 
Heaven, that we have elcaped the 
pains of Hell ; and there will be 
lerer a glorious Triumph, becauſe 
1 Death is ſwallowed up in Victory. 
0 I Cor, 15, 51. * 

|| Tar Sou will receive increaſe 
Jof Joy, when it's Body ſhall be 
reſtored, and changed into a Spiri- 
e tual Body; + for the dead ſhall be 
0 ralſed 1ncorruptible, and we ſhall 
„be changed, || and delivered from 
. the Bondage of Corruption into the 
| zlorious Liberty of the Sans of 
God. We ſhill be more delighted 
with a clearer Sight and more per- 
fet Knowledge of the moſt perteR 
Being. We ſhall be let into the 
ſecret Decrees of Heaven, and the 
deep Myſteries of our Redemption, 
«- © {hall enjoy the Society of ble f. 
ak ſed Saints, and join with them in 
{s cheer= 


t 1 Cor. 1. 52. || Rom. 3. 21 
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chearſul Expreſſions of Gral tude to fa. 
our Redeemer, who ſhall change] fe. 
our vile Body, that it may be fafhi-ll 
oned like unto bis glorious Boay, 
according to the working, where. 
by he is able even to ſubdue all 
things unto bimſelf. Phil. 3, 21. 
THE State of Heaven 1s great 
beyond Compariſon, and ße! 
beyond Expreſſion. There is Per- 
fection of Comtort, and all Enjoy. 
meats in Perfection, without the 
leaſt ungrateful Mixture; Riches 
and Treaſures that was nat old; 
the Honour of Saints in Glory, Ia 
and the Power of Rings upon tl 
Throxes, without the reach of Eu- tl 
Py, or any Fear of loſing their Aus I ſe 
thority. There is the perfect Know- 0 
ledge of all God's Works, and the IE 
wiſe Deſigns of his Providence, II 
which were too hard for the wiſeſt If 
Men. There is the Beatifick Vi- e. 
ſion, or the clear Sight and Know- I 
ledge, Favour and Enjoyment of If 
God, in ineffable glory, which will 
Exerciſe the active Soul, and en-. 


large 
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arge it's Delight in boundleſs Per- 
feckions to all Eternity. : 
Tue Eternity of the Future 
State is a mighty Addition to it's 
Excellency, beyond all that we lee 
in this World. + For the Thites 
which are ſeen are temporal, 
but the Things which are not ſeen 
are eternal. The Heavenly Happi- 
nels, tho? unconceivably great, 
without Eternity would be very 
imperfeft. It would ftrangely 
damp our Joys to think, Thar 
ſometime they would have an End; 
and rhe greater our Happineſs were, 
the more it woul 1. trouble us to 
think of parting with ſo great Poſ- 
ſeſſions. Indeed it the Happineſs 
ot Heaven were ſuch as this upon 
Earth, and ſo mixt with bitter 
Ingredients, it were not amiſs it 
ſhould be as ſhort ; but being fo 
excellent, it would ſcarce be any 
Happineſs at all, it it were not al- 
lo efernah  — | 
Ta 
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To conſider then, That ſo vaſt 
a Treaſure of Joy and glory, ſhould 
One Day be exhauſted, and we a+ 
gain as poor and milerable, as here 
rofore in this Lite, would imply a 
Contradiction, and turn Heaven 8 
into a State of Griet and Miſery. o 
But God hath ſo wiſely ordered 
Things, That the empty De. 
lights ot this World ſhould be tem- . 
Porary, and the great and ſubſtan N » 
tial Delights of the World to come 
ſhould be as laſting as they are ex- 
cellent, + Ay exceeding and e- 7 
ternal Aeight of glory. All the 
glory of this World is nothing ia 
Compariſon of the Things above, 
where Chriſt ſit teth at the riaht 
Hand of God. Col. 3. 1. 

T 1 Place of Happineſs is pro- 
portionable to the Happpineſs ii 
ſelf, equally unconceivable, for 
thoſe Eternal Habitations are not 
made of earthly Matter, but the 
Builder and Maker is the a 

G0 
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i God, who is infinite in Power and 
a Wiſdem. He is able to make them |? 
5 lor ious and commodicus, beyond 
any thing we can imagine. We 
g may be ſure the glcry of the Place 


will greatly add to the Happineſs 
of it; and tho? the Heart of Man 
cannot conceive it, yet we may at- 
tain to ſome Apprehenſions of it, 
which may inflame our Deſires; 
that we who live in the Dregs and 
Sediment of the Earth, may look 
up for better Habitations, ever the 


5 bright Manſions of Heaven. 
* Fox there is the Throne of in- 


finite Majeſty, and theSon of God 

; reigning in the glory of the Father, 
with the Holy Spirit united in one 
f zlorious Being, which comprehends | , 
Mall Things; itlelt incomprehenſible, _ 
and ſo glorious a Sight, our bodily 


l Eyes could not endure it. No „ 
e n can ſee bis Face and live: 


No Man can behold the glorious | 
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1 Eſſence of God in this State of Sin 
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and Weakneſs, the leaſt glimpſe ot 
his glory would ſti ike us dead v ith tl 
Amaz ment, But we ſhall be qua-: 
lified for ſuch a Viſion, when the!“ 
Image ot God is pertected in us, ue 
knew that when he ſhall appear. b 
we ſhall be like him; for we ſbal [ 
jee him as he is. 1 Jo. 3. 2. 
Ix the mean Time we are aſſy, f 
red, That Heaven is exceeding glori. b 
ous; it is the City of the great King, p 


whoſe Majeſty is infinite, a Place * 
of ſuch Splendor and magnificence, P 
That all the Princes Courts in the!“ 
World, and the glory of them put L 
together, would not make ſo much 
as a tint and imperic& Shadow“ 
of the Court of Heaven. The Holy. 
Spirit gives us a ProſpeCt as clear as ; 
; may be to our weak Sight, and helps 
a us to conceive it, by apply ing the 
ö beſt meaſuie here to be ſound; and 
| and we may ſee by the Eye of 
Faith, Thar this Meaſure is infinite: 


ly hort, and our Thoughts infinite. 
ly ſurpaſſed, altho? ſo well a ſſiſted 
to conceive the heavenly glory. 


There 


7 
_ * 
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4 TAERE is an Account of 
the New Jeruſalem, the moſt glort- 
ous Deſcription, that cver- was put 
into writing, andrepreſents a Place - 
of Beauty, Luſtre and Splendor, 
beyond the reach of human 
Thought, as being dictated by the 
Holy Spirit; yet aftcr all it is but . 
fgurative and by way of analogy, - 
being ſet forth by pure Gold and 
precious Gemms, all which come as 
tar ſhort of Heavenly Glory, as a 
piece of common Clay comes ſhort 
of the brighteſt Gemm in that 
Deſcription. The City had n need 
of the Sun, neither of the Moon to 
Shine in it; for tbe Glory of God 
did enlighten it, and the Lamb is 
the Light thereof, v. 2. 

THe Lamb of God is his Sa- 
crifice, whereby his Infinite Juſ- 
tice is fatisfied, * and being juſti- 
fied by bis Blood, we are ſaved 
from Wrath through him. Chriſt is 
jine> with God under the Title 

2&3 of 


HYan's Happinels. 177 


Se is 2 thith F 
+ WF. 25 
| 1 


Män's Happineſs, 
of the Lamb, and he muſt really 
be God or he could be no Saviour, 
He is one with the Father, ſeeing 
none can forgive Sin, but Fe + 
gainſt whom it is committed. + He 
is the Lamb of God, which taketh 
away the Sins of the World, and 
he is equally joined with the Fa. 
ther in all glory, Be is the Light 
of Heaven, which needs mult have 
heen from everlaſting, Therefore 


+. he Is the Eternal Son of God, 
There ſhall be a Ruler in Iſrael, 


whoſe goings forth have bees from 
Everlaſting, Mic. 5. 2. 

I' AIS is à moſt clear and un- 
queſtionable Prophecy of the Mel. 
ſiah, which aſſerts his Divinity, as 
equal with the Father, by an eter- 
nal generation. It is in the Hebrew, 


whoſe goings forth have been from 


the Days of Eternity. He mult be 
tbe ſame with God who could be 


ſuch a Saviour, as to give Eternal 


Salvation, or elſe he is ſuperiout 
to 
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s : mam mm 
* a es. a 


* 


8. Jahn 1. 29. T 


t 


one God, who hath the ſome Po- 
wer, and is qualified by Omni- 
ſcience, + to be judge of all the 


Father, who is the King of Heaven, 
and ruleth the Kingdom ot God. 

It is the Kingdom of his dear 
Son. * the Sau of his Love, and 


iber, Phil. 2, II. 
49 From 


— —— WOO Ed — — — — _ 
— — 


Man's Happinels, 179 I 
God himſelf, as the Doer of the. 
greateſt Work. It muſt be the ſame _ 


World, He muſt be One with the . 


be is Lord, to the Glory of the Fa- 


Ne 1 to the Greek, * AK. 10. 5. 24 
. Tim..4. i * Col. 1. 13. 
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SANTOS A 


From the whole Diſcourſe . 


there are two particular. 
INFERENCES. 


Firſt, That we are to believe in; 
Jeſus Chriſt, as the Son of God, F 
of One Eſſence with the Father, g 


really and properly bis 0W7 Son. : 
Rom. 8. 32. | i 
| 


Secondly, That altho' this Sou of i 
God hath wrought our Salua-· It 
tion, yet there is a Duty belong - II 
ing to Men, to prefer the Hea- 
veuly Life, aud to ſeek it above e 
all Things. 


F' R ST, Suppoſing the Truth 

of the S: riprures, which have 
been ſuſficiently proved, this isa De- 
monſtration, That Chriſt being cal. 
led the Son of God, and to ſtiled by 


hime | 
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himfe'f, it muſt be underſtood, reals 
ly a Son by Nature, of one Divine 
Eſſence, eternally exillene with the 
Father, and diſtinguiſhed from all 
ſe Crater Beings. For, altho' there 
be many Sons of God, vet Chriſt 
is che only begotten Son, and hath 
the ſame Power aleribed to him, 
that belongs to God alone. And 
a altho' it is not expreſled in the 
4, I plaineſt Words, for which there is 
„good Realoa ; yet it is expreſſed 
u. in the ſtrongeſt 'Ferms, ot more 
force then plain Words; ſince 
plain Words may be miſunder- 
ſtood, or perverſely wrelted by 
thoſe, who are unwilling to believes 
It is to be wondred, chat : any ſhould -. 
doubt of Chrittl's Divinity, who 
N Pardon and Salvation trom 

Im. 

Taxaz is indeed a great diſfi- 
culty, in the Doctrine of the Tri- 
nity, a Myſtery above our com- 
* E prchenfion, But we have Divine 
J heip to believe it, and we have al- 


1 Reaſon to belieye it, which join 
to- 
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God's Word ſor it, and the Evi. 


— 
ber 
* a 4 : 


ot Jelus Chriſt, and his Apoſtles 


together in out Faith, We may the 


believe this Doctrine, if we rightly !“ 


believe in God; becauſe we take 5 
.dence of his Works, the Miracles 


confirming the ſame thing by their 
Miracles wrought for and by the 
Name of Jeſus Chriſt. 3 own 
Reaſon inclines us to believe it, as 
being molt agreeable to onr State; " 


ſor what * We Poor Creatures . 


do, when we depart this Lite. How p 


| ſhould we meet the Almighty and 


terrible God, who is offended. at 

our Sins, without a Saviour equal 
to God, and that can be none but 
another Peſon, in toe [ame Deity. 

Bur if Chriſt is not one in Na- 
ture with che Father, and only a 
created Being, he would be infinite- 
Iv inferiour, and yet ſuper iour in 
Honour, we believe on him to Life 
everlaſling. He could nct have fo 
much aſcribed to him, as to make 
him cqual with God, if he is not 
a Son of One Nature with the Fe 


ther f 
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ther, His Titles would be nec dleis, 
yea, induſtriouſly blaſphemous. He 
is lo often ſtiled Lord, and ſo emi. 
nently as God is, He is Lord of all, . 
Lord of glory, Lord of Life, the 
Lord from Heaven, God and Sa- 
viour, joined in the ſame Power, 
Grace be unto you and Peace from 
God our Father, and irom the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt; awd they that 
are with hint, are called and choſen 
and faithful. 1 Cor. 1, 3. Rev. 17, 
14. . | 
TukRETORE this is the 

right Faith in Chriſt, upon which 
| Salvation depends, that He is the 
real Son of God, and by Nature E- 
ternal with the Father; we mult 
believe in Him, as he is. He is a 
Myſtery unconceivable, yet we 
may attain to this Faith, if we be- 1 
lieve the Scriptures, becaule they 1 
cannot have any other meaning. 
For this Son of God made all things, 
aad theretorc, He himſelt was not 
created. All things were. created 
by him and for Him ; He is deſu 
> 4A | 
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all 2 and by him all things 

conſiſt. By a natural Union with 
the Father, He doth all things be. “ 
longing to God, He is our Re. | 
deemer, Preterver, Suſtainer; in! 

him we are choſen, adopted, blefled; 
and whatſoever je do in word or 
Deed, do all in the Name of tbe © 
Lord Jeſus. Col. 3, 17. 
Secondly, ALTHo? the Son of l 
Gcd hath wrought our Salvation, * 
yet there is is a Duty belonging to 
Men, to prefer the heavenly Life, 
and to ſeck it above all things, | 
| 
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For fo we muſt be qualified, to re- 
ceive the Benefit of Chriſt's Sacrifice. 
If we ſeek the Kingdom of God, we 
muſt alſo ſeek the Righteouſneſs | 
thereof. There muſt be Obedience 
to old Commandments, and grati» 
tiude for new Mercies, that we 
may live in this World, as agreeable | 
to the ſuture State; we muſt ſerve { 
God in Holineſs, without which 
no Man ſhall ſce the Lord. We 
muſt raiſe our Minds above the 
Furth and prepare for the 1 
J 
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Life, 4 ſetting our Affctions on 
Things adove: For our Coxverſa- 
tion is ix Heaven, from whence al- 
ſo we look for the Saviour the Lord 
Jeſus. Phil. 3. 39. 
Tuoss tha: are waſhed in 
the Blood of the Lamb, miit ac- 
quire a Purity of Heart, || Bief-.. 
ſed are the pure in Heart, for they 
ſhall fee God, * and every one, that 


hath this Hope, puritizth himlelf 


even as Ile is pure. Nor thacs we. 
£10. be perlect here; bur we mutt 


we ſincete Endeavours to keep all 


the Commandments, and be in 


ſome Degree good Nen; we cane 
not be legally pure and free from 
all Sin, yer the beat of our Hearts 


mult be to Holine!s. We cannot be 


made perfect, till this Body of Sia 


be put off, but we mutt go on to. 
ward Perfec ion, and the Work be. 


gun here will be compleated in 


eaven, where by one Offering 


= Bb Chriſt 
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Chriſt hath pertefied for ever then 
that are ſaitiited. Heb, 10. 14, 
Ix belongs to Purity of Heart, 
and is a nec e ſſary Qualification for 
Heaven, that we value it above 
this World, as moſt worthy of our 
\-, Deſires. It js doing Juſtice to God, 
tightly to valuchis Kingdom. But 
there is great Injquity, in an inor. 
dinate Iove of this World. It js 
very fintul Injuſtice, to ſet our 
Hearts upon this World, and pre- 
ter it's fading Vanities, before an 
Eternal Weight of glory; to neglect 
our Fathei's Buſineſs, and our Buſi- 
neſs of Eternity, for the ſake of this 
preſent World. It is quite oppoſi te 
to the Will of God, 4 Heaven is 
his Throne, and the Earth is Kis 
Footſtool. If Men eſteem what is 
loweſt with him, and contema his 
glory in the higheſt, they cannot 
„ expect to ſee the Kingdom of God 

Jo. 3. 8. „ 
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Ir we reflect upon temporal Ru- 


| joymentrs, ſuch as -Riches and Ho- 
nour or Power, innocent Delights BM 
Las they are called) ſenſual Plea» 
ſures, and even Wiſdom. it ſelf, how 
empty and defeRive ſhall we find 


them all! + Richesare often kept to if 
the Owners hurt, not increaſed. Ml 
without Care, nor kept without 
Fear, nor loſt without grief; yet + 
how frequently do they make. 
themſelves Wings and fly away! 
And then as to Honour and Power, 
e | they are generally the Marks. that 
Envy's Bolts are levell'd at,aad are - 
. | often hit; and beſides they are un- 
ahh to the Poſſeſſors, being trou- 
blefome to manage, difficult to keep, 


and dangerous to part wit. 

; Innocent Pleaſures uled to. 
exceſs loſe their Innocency and be- 9 
. | come ſinful , they cloy the Ap- | 
petite and leave a ſting behind them, 

' and much mote ſinful and unlaw- 


| ful Pleaſures, * All theſe at laſt be- 2 =_ 
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come wearineſs to the Fleſh, and 
"Men are it ill to ſeek for Satisfaction. 
- Knowledge and Learning might 
ſeem to be the ſweeteſt Pleaſures of 
Human L ite, but there is nothing 
perfect here below; nay even thee 
alſo are Vanity, as he aſſures, who 
had the greateſt ſhire of them, 
. laying, + that in much Wildom 
there is much grief, and he that in- 
creaſeth Knowledge increaſeth ſor. 
row. || «And what is your Life? I. 
if even a Vapour, that appeareth 
a little time and then vaniſhetb 
a way, oxr lime paſſeth away like 
„ aſhadow, Plal. 144. 4. x 
Now what is this Point of 
Earth, in compuriton of Heaven? 
Much leis is our portion here, and 
all that we can poſſioly attain. Hea- 
ven is incomparably beyond all 
that we falſely call Happinels here 
below. All the: Enjoyments of this 
World are mixt with Trouble and 
dilappointmcnt ; fo that the beſt of 
le _ = them 
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atem grow cloviag and troubleſome 
to ug But the things above are tree 
tf from thoſe ſharp and bitter mix- 

fl tures, which 2 the Comforts of 
of| this Life. Ihe Happ inels of Hea- 

even is pure and perfect, having 

ofl nothing to imbitter or ohicure it. 

| Why ſhould we fer our Hearts u- 
nfl pon this World, and be guilty, of * 

| 40 great Inq nity, as to preter Earth 

r. before Heaven ! What is a Man 

[, profited, if be (ball gain the wbole 

h that's and loſe his own Soul? Or 

þN| what ſhalia Man give in Exchauge 

7 for bis Soul? Mat. 16, 26. 

Tu Lols of the 8 ul is never 
to be repaired ; all the World can- 
not redeem it, when this Time of 
di Tryal is fiaiſh'd: [hey are in the 
| greatett Din ger, that are coverous 
of this World, becauſe they regard 
e not. the World to come. 4 Take 
herd and beware of Coverouſnels ; 
d for a Man's Lite conſiſteth not in 
the abundance of the things he 
N pol- 


„ — — 2 


* : 
. | | : K®. * 1 = 
# $ eee 
, 4 8 > ets _ . | 


— 


* —— >» 435 | ch 4 : "ITY — 8 = = —_— 
— N = _ —— * — — 
ks . . yy * * - — 2 2 1 — — Pug » ben = n p ASS wm” # , _ 
5 * 
. + Aa r YET ̃ ⅛ A e,... . — ©. * 
— — et, 8 —— ns ht” I 2 _ a „ 
2 "I 2 r , a 
: 1 , , 
- , . — 7 
* 9 


: they will not io tar deny theme! 


0 — * CE ES eee ne AY Ar yv ww 
T Ks = : = 4 * 


pode but on the contrary, 
- wealth deltroys both the preſent and 
ſuture Hapineſs, it the Man wants 
. ſpiritual ' Wi dom. Riches render 
Vertue more difficult, and Mea 
more unwilling to learn it; they 
add ſtrength to Temptation, and 
Waeaken che reſiſtance; they make 
the broad way of Hell wuch bros. 
der, and turn the Strait Gate of 
. Helven into a Needle's Eye. + I 
is hard fora rich Man to enter in- 
to the Kingdom of God, becauſe 
be is hardly to be converted, and 
they will never obtain Heaven, who 
chufe rather to mind earthly i 
Phil. 3, 19. | 
A great Love of this World de 
ſtroys the Love ot God, || It any 
2: Mu, love the World, the love of 
the Father is not in him; they, that 
ſer their Hearts upon this World, 
will rather follow worldly Inclina. 
tions, than obey God's Commands, 
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1 Mark 10. 25. 1 Jo. 2. 15; 
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ves, as to do what they mnſt do, iſ 
ever they will be ſa v'd. 4 They {et . 
at nought his Counſel, and would. 
none of his Reproof. They hate. 
Knowledge, and chuſe not the Fear. 
of the Lord. j| They reject the 
Counſel of God againlt themſelves 
* and wi!l nut come unto Chriſt, 
that they might have Lite. See that 
ye refuſe not him that ſpeaketh; for 
it they eſcaped not, that retuſed him 
that ſpake cn Earth, mach more 
ſhall nat we eſcape, if we turn a- 
way from him that ſpeaketh from 
Heaven, Heb. 12: 25: 

Tu Will of Man is of vaſt 
Conſequence; God requireth an 
Act of the Will, to ſubmit to his 
Authority, and to make no Oppo- 
ſition ; there is no Virtue without 
a Will, nor Obedience without a 
willing Mind; and altho? we cane .. 
not chuſe perfectly, yet we may do 
it acceptably,God knows our Wea ke 
nels 


1 . 72 ox 


1 


Prov. 1. 28. 1 Luke 7. 30, 
Jo 8. 40. 
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neſs and will conſider it. Childrek 
cannot attain to th: Virtue of their 
Parents, whillt they are young and 
childiſh; but yet their feeble At: 
remptsare very gratetal to them. 
Much rather will G94 accept of 
the good Will of his Children,altho' 
they come tar ſhort ot Perfection, 


+ ſeeiag He is our Father in Je /. Ks 
Chrit, || and the only Sow of Go 


ic gur Advocate: Our Weakni(s 


will recommend us, if we arc wil. 


ling to amend it, an] endeavour to 
do better: It we chule to ſcrve 
God he will give us more Strength, 
Come unto me, faich nur Lord, all 
ye that labour aud are heavy Jades, 
and i will give zou rel. Mat, 11 
28. 

We cannot give God his juſt 
due, and ir 15a Mercy that he will 
e@c:ept otus, We cannot avoid fk 
voing this Worl4, nor altogether 
mind heavenly Things: Bur we can 
come unto God in ſome Man- 
Let 
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ger, and love him more than this 
World; we ſhall be very unwor- 
thy, if we love him leſs, and leſs 
value His Kingdom. We muſt 
give him the Preference, and ra- 
ther obey him thanthe World, when 
they ſtand in Competition, and 
command different Things; We 
| have ſufficient Encouragement, to 
Þ] refiſt the Temptations of the World, 
| having recelved the Promiſe of an 
eternal Inheritance. Take beed 
Bretbren, leſt there be in apy of 
you an evil Heart of Vabelief iꝝ 
"| departing from the living Gods 
i Heb.3.13. > | | 
Wx have no more to deo, than 
What is done for this World, If 
any Man value this preſent Lite, 
© | ſhould he not as much Value Etere 
| i nal Life? We need only change the 


* | Obje&t, and Value Heaven as worlds * 
ly Men value this World, and this 

a World as little as they value Hea- 
ven. Many aQs are the very ſame, 
that are done for worldly Intereſts, 


- | which may be donefor the Glory of 


Ce Leg 
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God, and this deter mines their Ver. 
tue; for no act can riſe higher, 
than the Principle from whence it 
flows. The Word of God wil 
teach us to chuſe the better part; and 
our own Reaſon will tell us, which 
is moſt reaſonable, to ſerve God or 
this World, and whether will be 
our the greateſt Happineſs, to have 
our Portion in this World, or as 
Inheritance incorruptible, reſerved 
in Heaven for us. 1 Pet. 1. 4. 
. NATURE it ſelf teacheth us, 
that we ought to look up to Hea- 
ven, and deſpiſe the Earth we tread 
upon. This Life is not worth ha 
ving, unleſs it were in order to a bet- 
ter, and it's goods are not worth out 
purſuit, but as an help to another! ife. 
We are indeed of heavenly Extracti- 
on, and are here ſerving out our time 


in order to be fellow Citizens of. 


Heaven, F we are going to Mount 
Sion, and to the City of the Living 
God, the Heavenly Jeruſalem, and 
| _— 


* Ucb, 12. 22. 


F 
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. t an innumerable Company of An- 
„el. It were unpardonable Injuſ- 
it cice, to ſettle our affections upon 
i Earth, and deſpiſe the heavenly 
d glory. If we delpiſe the Favour of 
hour King, and the Priviledges of 
bis City, we (hall juſtly forteir the 
e glorious Liberty of the Sons of Gods 
e 
y 
4 


Vr we need not neglect the 
World for Gods lake, if we do not 
negle&t God ꝭ for the ſake of the 
World. God is very kind toSinners, .-” 

„ to allow Time tor neceſſary Baſinels, 

- | anda reaſonable Enjoyment of this 

d World. But this World muſt not 
„ ingroſs all our affections, and all 

"| our Labours. We myſt have the 

tf greateſt regard to Heaven, and to 

= | the God of our Salvation. + If any 
provide not for his own and eſpe» 

e cially for thoſe of his own Houle, 
ff he hath denyed the Faith and is 
t || worſe than an Infidel; becaule he 
? | difobeys a Revealed Law, when 
the Gentiles do by Nature the things 
- 
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11 Tim, 5. 8. 
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contained in the Law. But then; || W 
as the ſame God our Saviour, faith, I II. 
He that loveth Father or Mother, 
ſon or Daughter more then me, is 
ot worthy of me, Mart. i, 37 -;- 

SUREL v that State is infinitely 
more deſirable, and ouglit to be 
eee which is che Perfection of 

appineſs. The Kingdom of God 
is revealed for this very purpole, to 
engage our Affections. The Glory 
of it is ſet forth in ſuch a Light, as || © 
to invite us to look up to Heaven, Ii 

{ 


a1d oblige us to every Duty, that is 
, agreeable to the future State; ſhall 
ve make the Word of God of no 
Effect, and delpiſe the Riches ot his 
- goodneſs ? They maſt needs forfeie 
H.aven, that have fo little value for 
It, and what is this World, that any 
'ſhould Value it to much, as to = 


his Intereſt ia Heaven? AVI Fleſh is 
Graſs, and oll the goodlineſs thereof. 
is 4s the Flower of the Field; the 
Gra(s witbereth and the flower 
' fadeth, becauſe the ſpirit of the 
Lord bloweth upon it; but the 
8 Word 


* 


Iſa. 4+ 6. 7. 
TAE Word cf God is not to 
be ſpoken in vain, and deſpiſed by 
his little Creatures, When he would 
make them great in his Kingdom. 
Contempt ot goodneſs makes uns- 
worthy Mea valtly more unworthy: > 
* Burt all have ſinned, and come 
ſhort of the glory of God; all have 
in ſome degree neglected their own © 
Salvation. Therefore as Repentance 
is neceſſary for every failing, fo it 
is upon this particular, which hath 


a ſhare in every Sin, that we love 
this World too much, and have noc 
enough ſought alter God. We muſt 


alſo remember, that without his 
Help we cannot attain and mult. 
apply to the Throne of grace. For. 
every good Gift, undever) M per- 
fect Gift is from above, aud cometh 
down from the Father of Lights. 
James 117. | | 


Word of oar God ſhall ſtand for ever. — 


* 
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Ir was a great Article of our 
Saviours Buſineſs in the World, to 
bring us to a ſenſe of our inability, 
without God's Aſſiſtance, to any 
thing great or good. Therefore 
He permitted St. Peter's Fall, who 
was ſo confident of his Courage, 
aud thought ſo well of his Fidelicy; 


yet both taibd him, altho? his tai- 


ling being foretold, he might the 
better have fort ified his Mind. Be- 


ing then weak in our felves, we 


are taught to avoid all Pride, and 
Conkhidence in our ſelves, to depend 


upon God, and pray without cea- 


ting, || that he may keep us from 
Falling, and hamble our ſelves in his 


ſieht, that be may exalt us in due 


ine 1 Pet. x: 6, 
 Gop hath ſo tramed this World, 
as the Sin of Man gave Occaſion, 


and Man's Liberty required, which 


is to be govern'd by Reaſon, and 


to honour the Creator, in order to 


his Happineſs. There are difficul- 
7 ties 


7 


1 


mw Jude 24. 


Man's Happineſs. 
ties of Knowledge, and Difficulties 
ot Practice, to exerciſe our Vertue, 
and yer oblige us to a Dependence 

upon God, + He hath made this 


World to paſs away, and not cap- 
able to ſatisfy, that we ſhould not 
Place our Happineſs in it, but ha- 


ving Experience of the World's Va- 


nity, we ſhould ſeck it in himſelt 


and in the Wiſdom ot pleaſing him, 
Happy is the Man that findeth 
Wiſdom» aud ibe Man that getteth 
Underſtanding. Pro. 3. 13. 


THIS ſeems to be the Chief 


Happineſs, that God hath intended 


in this world, which is to be found 
in himſelf and in his Service, and 
which every Man might find, if 


he Mould rightly look after it. For 
God is no reſpeder of Perſons, 
but word have all Men to be equal, 
and is bountiful to all Men, in this 
Prigcipat Happineſs. As for the 
inequality of Conditions in this 
| Lite, none ought to think themſel ves 
un- 
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_ _ unhappy ip the loweſt State. + Be. 
cauſe this Life is but a Moment, 
and the goods of this World are 
but a Trifle, in compariſon of E. 
' ternal Happinefs, | Having Food 
and Raiment, let us be therewith 
Content, fince we may be in Favout 
. with God: 4 ſince Heaven is open 
to us, and the Beſt Chriſtians will 
be the greateſt in the Kjngdom of 
Heaven. Mat. 18, 1, | 
 THrE Gentiles ſpoke many 
good Sentences, but could net 
rightly apply them, becauſe they 
knew not God, nor had any good 
Notion of another Lite. They had 
often ſubline Thoughts, which are 
agrecable to the Holy Scriptures; 
dur never could make them effee- 
tual, to eſtabliſh Happineſs in the 
Mind. It is a noble ſaying of Se- 
Zeca, we ought to empley our 
Whole Life in learning how to die. 
f 5 | This 
7 Punctum eſt quod vivimus, & puncto 
minus. SENEC. Pſal 39. 5. 90, 4 


II Tim. 6. 8 —— 1 1 Pet, 1. 4. 5. n= 
13 Toila Vita diſcerdum eſt mcri, $SHNEC- 


5 3 aa. wed 8 Of) TI, had. 
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This is vain in the Mouth of aHea- 
then, who believes not a futute 


State, as Seneca almoſt did not; 


but nothing is more ſolid in the 
Mouth of a Chriſtian, who chiefly 
regards that Moment, which is to 
decide his Eternity. Nothing bne .. 


the Chriſtian Religion can give us 


any real Comfort, which ſhews us 
the Glory of another World, where 
the whole Man will be reſtored, af- 
ter the likeneſs of Chrifts Reſur» - 
rection. Rom. 6, 6. N 


RELIGION was always the 


Chief Happineſs of this Life, as 


Men thought themſelves in tavour 
with the Deity, and had Hopes of 
2 future State, That was acounted 
the greateſt Wiſdom, and the greater 
was their Happineſs, according to 
the goodneſs of Religion. Hap- 
pineſs Is ſeated in the Mind, and 


no where to be found without, 
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+ but in any Place with a ſound 
Mind, that is fortified with Con- 
tentme nt. The Gentiles aſcribed 
Happineſs ro Religion, in conjunc- 
tion with Philoſophy, and Ver. 
tue proceeding from it. But the 


Happineſs was weak, as the Reli. 


gion was falſe. The Jews were 
more happy, as they had Faith in 
in the true God, and a Proſpect of 
a Redcemer : But Chriſtianity hath 
enlarged Happineſs, by an 1ncreaſe 
of Knowledge, and an improve- 
ment in Vertue, through the 
Fulneſs of the Bleſſing of the Goſ- 
pel of Chriſt. Rom. 15, 29. | 

T Xs is the moſt perfect Wiſ- 
dom, and the moſt excellent Philo- 


o. 


— —— — — —— —— —— — 


— c _-),d pet, hic et. 
Eft Ulubris, animus f te non deficit XquUL$. 
At Ulubræ, you Happineſs may find. (Hor. 
If you can have but a contented: Mind, 


Ulub:z, a mean Village in Italy. 


{0 


P 
* 
Ii 
4 
E 
} 

t 

; 

| 


Man's Happſneſs, 20 
ſophy, * which makes a Man hap- 
py in a World of trouble, by a 


well grounded quiet Conſcieace. 
It gives a Cheartulnefs of Mind, 


+ which Solomon calls a merry 


Heart, || and that doch gocd like a 
Medicine. It ſottens the Eviis of 
this Life, and ſweetsegs all other 
good things. It acquileces in that 
State, wherein God hath placed 


us, and approves of all his dealings 
with Men. Chearfulnels is a ſecret 


Praiſe of Providence, and thank- 
fulneſs in all its Diſpenſations: It 


is a Reſignation to the Divine 


Will, + fo that whatſozver pleaſeth 
God ſhall pleaſe us, howſoever the 


World 


— —— —— U——— 

* A philoſophia Remedia morbis animo- 
rum adhibentut. Eſt enim quædam Me- 
dicina certe; nec tam fuit hominam genetl 
inimica Natura, ut corporibus tot res ſalu- 
tares, animis nullam invenerit,Cic. Tuſc. I. 4. 


Bonum autem Mentis eſt Virtus, ergo 


hac beatam vitam contineri neceſſe eſt. Id. 


3. 


+ Prov. 15. 13. || prov. 17. 23. 


+ placeat Homini, quicquid Deo placuit 
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World frowns upon us; and it Is 
ſupported by this good Reaſon, 


That our Lord Jeſus Chriſt bim- 


felf, and God even our Father 
hath loved us, and given us ever- 
laſting Conſolation, 2 Theſ: 2, 16, 
WE cannot pretend to Perfec- 
tion; for as our Church truly faith, 
by reaſon of the frailty of our Na- 
ture, we cannot always ſtand up- 
right, and our Happineſs is h tar 
detective, as our Holineſs is ſhort 
of Perfe&ion: But the nearer we ap- 
proach to Perfection, the more it is 
ſor the Honour of God. and the grea- 
ter will be our Comfort here, and our 


Rewaid hereatter. Holineſs and 


Happineſs are inſeparable, and as 
the one is increaſed, the other will 


be improved: It is not to be effec- 


ted without pains, and it is moſt 
worthy of our Labour; Yet our 
main Dependence is upon God, and 
„ the Power of Je{us Chrilt: Our 
Chief Vertue is Faith, and our Guide 
the Holy Scriptures. The Serip- 
tures are able to make jau wiſe 
un. 


AY 


unto ſalvation through Faith in 
Chriſt Jetus. 2 Lim. 3. 25. 
Wr cannot depend upon our 
own Vertne, nor trult to our own 
Ability. Our Scrength is Weak- 
neſs, and our Virtues tainted with 
Sin; + becauſe Sin dwelleth in us. 
Therefore Chriſt's Deſign was, not 
only to cleanſe us trom Sin, but 
allo to teach us * Humility, a moſt 
proper | Virtue for Sinners; that 
we ſhould have a due Senſe ot out 
unworthineſs, and of God's Mercy 
towards us. His Sacrifice ſhews 
us the hainous Nature of Sin; be- 
cauſe God would not accept of 
any leſs Satisfaction, nor without 
ſo great a Mediator. Sin renders 


us fo odious in the Sight of God, 


that he will not admit us to ap- 
proach his Preſence, nor receive 
any Petition from us, but in the 
Name of Chriſt. Both our Prayers 
and our Perſons muſt be preſented 


— ————— — 
* 17. Mat. 11. 19. Ja. 
4. 6. T2 
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to the Father, by an holy and un- 
defied Hands If any Man fin, we 


bave an o/idvocate with the Fas 


ther. Jeſ. 4s Chriſt the righteous,and 
he is the Propitiation for our os 
1 Jo. 2. 1. 
We can have no Confidence in 
our ſelves, but ve ſhall be worſe 
by it, and tall lower by our Pride, 


he cby ve {ail of the Grace of 


God. j| Men arc deſtitute of the 
Truth, becaule they arc taught to 
cry up good Manners, not in Con 
junction, as it ſhould be, but in Op- 
poſition to Faith. But this Moralt- 
ty is very weak and ruinous, ha- 


ving not Faith tor its Foundation, 


For alter all the Morals of Men 
have done their beſt, * it is by our 
Faith we mult be juſtifled, and by 
our Faith only, that we can bring 
forth good Works, ſuch as will be 
accepted by the Favour of thcGol- 
pel,+ the Righteouſneſs of _— | 

the 


2 12. 15. |] 1 Tim. 6. 5. '* Rom, 
$28. 1-4. 13. 8 
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The Unrighteous ſhall not inherit 
the Kingdom of God. But it i:; 
God our Saviour, Chr: with the. 
Father, that is able to keep you 
from falling and preſent you fault- 
leſs, before the Preſence of bis 
Glory, with exceeding Joy. Jude 

. 24, 267 
Nou, altho' we are obliged to 
Duty,and to do the Work of Faith, 
yet we may thiok it a great Fa- 
vour, that we ſhall be raiſed from 
Death to Life, and obtain Eterxal 
Happineſs. We are obliged by 
Gratitude, as well as by Precept, 
to honour God by our Obedience. 
We ought to judge it well for vs, 
That we can be admitted into Hea- 
ven, upon the Interceſſion of the 
Son of God, with ſuitable Qualifi- 
cations in our ſelves, It is a great 
Happineſs here, that whilſt we are 
doubtful in mind, what will be- 
come of us when we die, Chriſt . 
comes in to our Relief, and ſpeaks * 
Peace to the troubled Conſcience: 
This Happineſs may be improved 
.',* H 


208 Pan's Happinels, 
whilſt we live here, to the Increaſe 
of Glory hereafter, by growing in 
' Grace, and in the Kfrowledee of 
our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chrifg. 
| 2 Pet. 3. 18. 5 | 

TRE Happineſs of this Life is 
reduceable to this one point, the 
Rnowledge of Jeſus Chriſt; what- 
| ſoever is called Happineſs, this 
is the higheſt point of Man's Feli- 
city, the Acknowledgement of the 
myſtery of God. The Chriſtian hath 
the true Notion of a future State, 
and what the admired Poet calls an 
Eternal Exile, the Chriſtian knows 


tobe an Eternal weight of Glory, | 


He is contented with his Lot here, 


and cheartul in Aflictions, becaule 


he knows they will have a happy | 
Iſſue; Great is his Rewardin Hea- 
ven. In Death he hath a lively. 


Hope, and need not fear any Ter- 


rour. He will really have that For- 
titude, which the Poet aſeribes to be 
a Juſt Man, ben the Heaven, ſboll 
poſs away and the Elements ſhall | 
mel withfervent Heat. 2Pct. 1 10. | 
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"oe of this Life, in the 
et Religion; it is the Will of God, 
that our Hzppineſs ſhould conlut 


p in a 


13 Happinelig, Mi 
'n nut we find the chief RT = 
Wiſdom © © 


in the Thing which is moſt agrees. 
able to him, the Beauty: of Hol. 
weſs, It is mon reaſonable, that 


in his Ward, ſhould be cur preſent 


Connexion betwixt Heaven and 
Earth, a Conformity betwixt this 


Lite and the nent; That the ſame 
Happineſs, which is begun in this 


Life, ſhould be increaſed in Hea» 
ven, and become an eternal Happi- 5 


| | neſs. This is the M ill of Gogeven 


your Sant᷑riſcation, and as he thes 


_ bath called is holy; lo be ye boly 

In all Manner of Converſation.” LOS I 
Pet. 1. 15. F | 2 | I 
[Tuts is that Happineſs, - by Y 

 avbich one Man may be more haps ?: 

» Cottage, 50 another in 4 
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the Holy Faith and Duty, pi eſcribd 
Happineſs, that there may be a | 


the? Wea is cather to be choſen, *Y 
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than poverty, yet this Wiſtom i is 


rather to be choſen than Wealth, 
Vw hen they cannot juſtly: be united. 


All earthly goods are nothing, in 


cCompariſon of a good Conſcience; 


and the poor Man need not envy 


the Rich, nor will the Rich deſpiſe 


the poor Man, if they be wiſe unto 
that which is good: A Quiet Mind is 


the chief Happineſs of this Liſe, 


and a bad Conſcience is the 
the greateſt miſery of this World; 
and this a toretaſte of future milery, 
as the other is of future Happineſs. 
Wherefore, lay ing aſide all Envy and 
Malice, as new born Bibes deſire 
the fincere Milk of the Word, that 

ge may grow thereby in all iri- 


994 wiſdom.. 1 Pet. 2. I, 2. 


'Ler no. Man then inconſüde- es 
rately preſume, That he can be hap. 
Py in any: vitious Way, which beſt 
E TN his own Mind, let none ex- 


ys the Rules of the Goſpel, not 
depend upon a late Repentance. bk 
Ne Maa that underſtands the Word, 


2 — 8 


Relief in Faith, whillt he diſae 


Sin. or r ar his i N 
not Farb. We are ſo far from 
Happiness, as we depart from God 

"| dy Sin; ant as we cannot be entire! 
Holy, neither can we attain nie TE IJ 
| Pinels, except we take Sand uary im 
the Church of God, and believe on 
Chriſt for the Remiſſion of Sin. To 
Him give all the Prophets Witneſs, 
that Ae his Name whoſoever” * 
believeth in nimſhall receive Remiſe | 
fion of Sin Acts 10. 43. | 
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The Fourth, Sande after Eater, 


o. Ani obty God, who alone canlÞ 
order the 2 Wills and Afeftiong _ 
of Sinful Es grant unt o thy Peo. 

I Pie, that they may love the —_ l 4 

«= | which thou commandeſ/t, and deine 

| that which thou doſt Promiſe, that © 

%% among the Jundry i. and: mart 7 

ni told e of the World, bun, _ 

Hearts may ſurely there be Kane 9 

where true Jays are to be foundy 
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